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Statement on the Death of Joe Skeen
December 8, 2003

Joe Skeen was a dedicated public servant
who worked tirelessly for the people of
New Mexico. He led an extraordinary life,
from his service in the Navy and the Air
Force Reserves to his work and many con-
tributions in the New Mexico State senate

Message to the Congress Transmitting

Board
December 8, 2003

To the Congress of the United States:

I transmit herewith the Annual Report
of the Railroad Retirement Board pre-
sented for forwarding to you for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2002, consistent
with the provisions of section 7(b)(6) of
the Railroad Retirement Act and section

and the United States House of Represent-
atives. He was a strong leader of conviction
and principle. A good man, he will be
missed by his many friends. Laura and I
send our condolences to his wife, Mary,
and their family and friends.

a Report of the Railroad Retirement

12(1) of the Railroad Unemployment Insur-
ance Act.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
December 8, 2003.

Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony for Premier Wen Jiabao of China

December 9, 2003

Mr. Premier, members of the delegation,
it is my honor to welcome you to the White
House. Your visit reflects the increasing ties
of cooperation and commerce between our
two nations.

America and China share many common
interests. We are working together in the
war on terror. We are fighting to defeat
a ruthless enemy of order and civilization.
We are partners in diplomacy working to
meet the dangers of the 21st century. We
are full members of a world trading system
that rewards enterprise and lifts nations.

Our two nations seek a Korean Peninsula
that is stable and at peace. The elimination
of North Korea’s nuclear programs is essen-
tial to this outcome. Realizing this vision
will require the strong cooperation of all

North Korea’s neighbors. I am grateful for
China’s leadership in hosting the six-party
talks which are bringing us closer to a
peaceful resolution of this issue. And my
Government will continue to work with
China as it plays a constructive role in Asia
and in the world.

The rapid rise of China’s economy is one
of the great achievements of our time. Chi-
na’s increasing prosperity has brought great
benefits to the Chinese people and to Chi-
na’s trading partners around the world. We
recognize that if prosperity’s power is to
reach in every corner of China, the Chinese
Government must fully integrate into the
rules and norms of the international trading
and finance system.
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China has discovered that economic free-
dom leads to national wealth. The growth
of economic freedom in China provides
reason to hope that social, political, and
religious freedoms will grow there as well.
In the long run, these freedoms are indivis-
ible and essential to national greatness and
national dignity.

As our two nations work constructively
across areas of common interest, we are
candid about our disagreements. The grow-
ing strength and maturity of our relation-
ship allows us to discuss our differences,
whether over economic issues, Taiwan,
Tibet, or human rights and religious free-
dom, in a spirit of mutual understanding
and respect.

China is a great civilization, a great
power, and a great nation. Premier Wen,

when my country looks forward to—my
country looks forward to working with you
as China increasingly takes its place among
the leading nations of the world.

The United States and China have made
great progress in building a relationship
that can address the challenges of our time,
encourage global prosperity, and advance
the cause of peace. It is my hope that your
visit will further that progress.

Welcome, and thank you for coming.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10 a.m. on
the South Portico at the White House, where
Premier Wen was accorded a formal wel-
come with full military honors. The transcript
released by the Office of the Press Secretary
also included the remarks of Premier Wen.

Remarks Following Discussions With Premier Wen Jiabao of China and an

Exchange With Reporters
December 9, 2003

President Bush. Welcome. I will make
a statement; the Premier will make a state-
ment. We'll answer questions, one from the
American side, one from the Chinese side,
one from the American side, and one from
the Chinese side.

Mr. Premier, welcome. We're going to
have extensive discussions today on a lot
of issues. We've just had a very friendly
and candid discussion. There’s no question
in my mind that when China and the
United States works closely together, we
can accomplish a lot of very important ob-
jectives. Our relationship is good and
strong, and we are determined to keep it
that way for the good of our respective
peoples and for the sake of peace and pros-
perity in the world.

So, welcome. Glad you're here.

Premier Wen. I'm very grateful towards
President Bush and the U.S. Government
for the kind invitation and warm hospitality.
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Just now, President Bush and I had an
indepth exchange of views on China-U.S.
relationship and on international and re-
gional issues of mutual interest. The discus-
sion took place under very friendly, candid,
cooperative, and constructive atmosphere,
and we reached consensus on many issues.

President Bush and I both believe that
the further improvement and growth of the
bilateral ties between China and the U.S.
will not only bring benefits for the people
of the two countries but also in the interest
of world peace and stability.

Thank you.

President Bush. AP man.

Taiwan

Q. Mr. President, George Gedda of AP.
Given the sensitivity of the issue, do you
believe the referendum planned by the Tai-
wanese on March 20th should be canceled?
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