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Statement on the Death of Joe Skeen
December 8, 2003

Joe Skeen was a dedicated public servant
who worked tirelessly for the people of
New Mexico. He led an extraordinary life,
from his service in the Navy and the Air
Force Reserves to his work and many con-
tributions in the New Mexico State senate

Message to the Congress Transmitting

Board
December 8, 2003

To the Congress of the United States:

I transmit herewith the Annual Report
of the Railroad Retirement Board pre-
sented for forwarding to you for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2002, consistent
with the provisions of section 7(b)(6) of
the Railroad Retirement Act and section

and the United States House of Represent-
atives. He was a strong leader of conviction
and principle. A good man, he will be
missed by his many friends. Laura and I
send our condolences to his wife, Mary,
and their family and friends.

a Report of the Railroad Retirement

12(1) of the Railroad Unemployment Insur-
ance Act.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
December 8, 2003.

Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony for Premier Wen Jiabao of China

December 9, 2003

Mr. Premier, members of the delegation,
it is my honor to welcome you to the White
House. Your visit reflects the increasing ties
of cooperation and commerce between our
two nations.

America and China share many common
interests. We are working together in the
war on terror. We are fighting to defeat
a ruthless enemy of order and civilization.
We are partners in diplomacy working to
meet the dangers of the 21st century. We
are full members of a world trading system
that rewards enterprise and lifts nations.

Our two nations seek a Korean Peninsula
that is stable and at peace. The elimination
of North Korea’s nuclear programs is essen-
tial to this outcome. Realizing this vision
will require the strong cooperation of all

North Korea’s neighbors. I am grateful for
China’s leadership in hosting the six-party
talks which are bringing us closer to a
peaceful resolution of this issue. And my
Government will continue to work with
China as it plays a constructive role in Asia
and in the world.

The rapid rise of China’s economy is one
of the great achievements of our time. Chi-
na’s increasing prosperity has brought great
benefits to the Chinese people and to Chi-
na’s trading partners around the world. We
recognize that if prosperity’s power is to
reach in every corner of China, the Chinese
Government must fully integrate into the
rules and norms of the international trading
and finance system.
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