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And the American people know that Sad-
dam Hussein was a gathering danger, as
I said. And he was a gathering danger, and
the world is safer as a result for us remov-
ing him from power—"us” being more than
the United States, of course—Britain and
other countries who were willing to partici-
pate, Poland, Australia, all willing to join
up to remove this danger.

And the intelligence that said he had a
weapons system was intelligence that had
been used by a multinational agency, the
U.N.,, to pass resolutions. It had been used
by my predecessor to conduct bombing
raids. It was intelligence gathered from a
variety of sources that clearly said Saddam
Hussein was a threat.

And given the attacks of September the
11th, it was—we needed to enforce U.N.
resolution for the security of the world.
And we did. We took action based upon
good, solid intelligence. It was the right
thing to do to make America more secure
and the world more peaceful.

And David Kay continues to ferret out
the truth. This is a man—Saddam Hussein
is a man who hid programs and weapons
for years. He’s a master at hiding things.
And so David Kay will continue his search,
but one of the things that he first found
was that there is clear violation of the U.N.
Security Council Resolution 1441. Material
breach, they call it in the diplomatic circles.
Casus belli, it means a—that would have
been a cause for war. In other words, he
said it’s dangerous.

And we were right to enforce U.N. reso-
lutions as well. It’s important for the U.N.
to be a credible organization. You're not
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Good evening. Ramadan Kareem. Wel-
come to the White House. I'm pleased to

credible if you issue resolutions and then
nothing happens. Credibility comes when
you say something is going to happen and
then it does happen. And in order to keep
the peace, it's important for there to be
credibility in this world, credibility on the
side of freedom and hope.
Thank you all very much.

NoTE: The President’s news conference
began at 11:15 a.m. in the Rose Garden at
the White House. In his remarks, he referred
to former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq;
Mike Brown, Under Secretary of Homeland
Security for Emergency Preparedness and
Response; Gen. John P. Abizaid, USA, com-
batant commander, and Gen. Tommy R.
Franks, USA (Ret.), former combatant com-
mander, U.S. Central Command; Thomas H.
Kean, Chairman, and Lee H. Hamilton, Vice
Chairman, National Commission on Ter-
rorist Attacks Upon the United States (9/11
Commission); former Prime  Minister
Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the Pales-
tinian Authority; Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
of Israel; Chairman Kim Chong-il of North
Korea; Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of
Japan; Lt. Gen. William G. Boykin, USA,
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for In-
telligence; and David Kay, CIA Special Advi-
sor for Strategy Regarding Iraqi Weapons of
Mass Destruction Programs. The President
also referred to Gov. Jeb Bush’s order on Oc-
tober 21 for doctors to resume tube feeding
of Theresa M. “Terri” Schiavo, a brain-dam-
aged Florida patient. Reporters referred to
Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian
Authority; and former President Charles Tay-
lor of Liberia.

host all of you, our distinguished guests,
during this blessed month of Ramadan.
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For Muslims in America and around the
world, this holy time is set aside for prayer
and fasting. It is also a good time for peo-
ple of all faiths to reflect on the values
we hold common—Iove of family, gratitude
to God, and a commitment to religious
freedom. America is a land of many faiths,
and we honor and welcome and value the
Muslim faith.

I appreciate Secretary Powell being here
today, the great Secretary of State of Amer-
ica. There are members of my administra-
tion scattered amongst you, and I appre-
ciate them coming. I particularly want to
thank the Secretary of Energy, Spence
Abraham, for being here as well.

I appreciate Your Highness Sheik
Hamdan bin Zayid, the Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Minister of State for Foreign Af-
fairs for the United Arab Emirates, for
coming. I want to thank all the Ambas-
sadors who are here and representatives of
the members of the Organization of the
Islamic Conference. We're honored you're
here tonight. I want to thank the American
Muslim leaders who are here with us today.
I appreciate my friends coming. I particu-
larly want to thank Imam Faizul Khan, who
will lead us in prayer.

According to the teachings of Islam,
Ramadan commemorates the revelation of
God’s word in the Holy Koran to the
Prophet Mohammed. In this season, Mus-
lims come together to remember their de-
pendence on God and to show charity to
their neighbors. Fasting during Ramadan
helps Muslims focus on God’s greatness,
to grow in virtue, and cultivate compassion
toward those who live in poverty and hun-
ger.

The charity, discipline, and sacrifice prac-
ticed during Ramadan in America makes
America a better, more compassionate
country. The family gatherings that break
the fast at the end of each day enrich our
communities. And the heartfelt prayers of-
fered at this time of year are a blessing
in many lives, and theyre a blessing to
our Nation.

1408

As we gather during this season, we are
mindful of the struggles of the men and
women around the world who long for the
same peace and tolerance we enjoy here
in America. Brave American and coalition
troops are laboring every day to defend our
liberty and to spread freedom and peace,
particularly to the people of Iraq and Af-
ghanistan.

The citizens of those countries have sur-
vived decades of tyranny and fear. Now,
new leaders are emerging. They're emerg-
ing in Iraq in the form of medical workers
and teachers and citizens of all backgrounds
who are coming together to guide their
country’s future. Theyre moving toward
self-government and practicing their faith
as they see fit.

We will continue to support the people
of Iraq and Afghanistan as they build a
more hopeful future. And we will not allow
criminals or terrorists to stop the advance
of freedom. Terrorists who use religion to
justify the taking of innocent life have no
home in any faith.

As we defend liberty and justice abroad,
we must always honor those values here
at home. America rejects all forms of ethnic
and religious bigotry. We welcome the val-
ues of every responsible citizen, no matter
the land of their birth. And we will always
protect the most basic human freedom, the
freedom to worship God without fear.

Islam is a religion that brings hope and
comfort to good people across America and
around the world. Tonight we honor the
contributions of Muslims and the tradition
of Islam by hosting this Iftaar dinner at
the White House.

I wish you all a very blessed Ramadan,
and may God bless.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 5:50 p.m. on
the State Floor at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Imam Faizul Khan,
Islamic Center of the Washington Area.
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