AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Oct. 24

Arakawa of Maui County, HI; Mayor Bryan
J. Baptiste of Kauai County, HI; Brennon
Morioka, Hawaii State chairman, Travis
Thompson, Hawaii national committeeman,
and Miriam Hellreich, Hawaii national com-

mitteewoman, Republican National Com-
mittee; and former President Saddam Hus-
sein of Iraq. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Statement on the Iraq Donors” Conference

October 24, 2003

Today’s success at the Iraq Donors’ Con-
ference marked significant progress for
freedom in Iraq. I commend the 73 nations
and 20 international organizations that are
meeting the challenge of helping the Iragi
people recover from decades of oppression
and build a better future. The contributions
will help bring necessary funds, goods, and
services to the Iraqi people. I especially
thank President Aznar and the Government
of Spain for having hosted the conference

and for having contributed so much to sup-
porting the people of Iraq.

The world has a clear interest in a demo-
cratic Iraq because free nations do not
breed the ideologies of terror. A free Iraq
will serve as an example and an inspiration
to advocates of reform and progress
throughout the Middle East. And a free
Iraq will be a source of stability and hope
for that region. America appreciates the ef-
forts of all nations that are committed to
this great endeavor.

Statement on the Death of Madame Chiang Kai-shek

October 24, 2003

Laura and I were saddened to learn of
the death of Madame Chiang Kai-shek.
Madame Chiang was a close friend of the
United States throughout her life and espe-
cially during the defining struggles of the
last century. Generations of Americans will

always remember and respect her intel-
ligence and strength of character. On be-
half of the American people, I extend con-
dolences to Madame Chiang’s family mem-
bers and many admirers around the world.

Message on the Observance of Ramadan

October 24, 2003

I send greetings to Muslims in the
United States and around the world observ-
ing the holy month of Ramadan.

Ramadan is the holiest season in the Is-
lamic faith, commemorating the revelation
of the Qur'an to Muhammed. This month

of introspection provides Muslims a time
to focus on their faith and practice God’s
commands. Through fasting, prayer, con-
templation, and charity, Muslims around
the world renew their commitment to lead
lives of honesty, integrity, and compassion.
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Throughout our history, people of dif-
ferent faiths have shaped the character of
our Nation. Islam is a peaceful religion,
and people who practice the Islamic faith
have made great contributions to our Na-
tion and the world. As Americans, we cher-
ish our freedom to worship and we remain
committed to welcoming individuals of all
religions. By working together to advance

The President’s Radio Address
October 25, 2003

Good morning. Last month, I addressed
the United Nations and told member coun-
tries that the peace and security of Iraq
are essential to the peace and security of
all free nations. I encouraged countries to
help the people of Iraq to build a future
of freedom and stability. I also called for
a U.N. resolution supporting the efforts of
our coalition in Iraq. The Security Council
has now responded by unanimously passing
Resolution 1511, which endorses a multi-
national force in Iraq under U.S. command
and urges greater international support for
Iraqi reconstruction.

In recent weeks, leaders of South Korea,
Japan, Great Britain, Denmark, Spain, and
other nations have committed billions of
dollars to Iraqgi reconstruction. This week
brought even more progress. In Madrid,
representatives of more than 70 nations and
international bodies, including the World
Bank, UNICEF, and the Organization of
the Islamic Conference, gathered to discuss
the future needs of Iraq and the ways in
which other countries can help. And these
nations and international organizations
pledged billions of dollars to aid the recon-
struction of Iraq.

This growing financial support will allow
us to build on the success of the broad
military coalition already serving in Iraq.
Today, American forces in Iraq are joined
by about 24,000 troops from 32 other coun-
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freedom and mutual understanding, we are
creating a brighter future of hope and op-
portunity.

Laura joins me in sending our best wish-
es. Ramadan mubarak.

GEORGE W. BusH

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

tries, including Great Britain, Poland, the
Czech Republic, Italy, Spain, the Nether-
lands, Thailand, El Salvador, Slovakia, Hun-
gary, Romania, Ukraine, and the Phil-
ippines. Coalition forces are helping to hunt
down the terrorists and Saddam holdouts,
clearing mines from Iraqi waterways so that
aid shipments can proceed, and coordi-
nating the recruitment and training of a
new Iraqi police force, army, and border
police.

Members of our coalition are also show-
ing the compassion of our cause in Iraq.
We are rebuilding schools and clinics and
powerplants. The Iraqi people are moving
steadily toward a free and democratic soci-
ety. Economic life is being restored to the
cities. A new Iragi cwrrency is circulating.
Local governments are up and running.
And TIraq will soon begin the process of
drafting a constitution, with free elections
to follow.

There is still difficult work ahead, be-
cause freedom has enemies in Iraq. Terror-
ists and loyalists of the former regime re-
veal their true character by their choice
of targets. They have attacked diplomats
and embassies, relief workers, and the
United Nations headquarters in Baghdad,
all symbols of the international effort to
help the Iraqi people.

America and the international community
will not be intimidated. Every coalition
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