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NoOTE: The President spoke at 4:52 p.m. at
the Grand Hyatt Erawan Bangkok. A tape

was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Letter to President Hu Jintao on China’s First Human Space Mission

October 19, 2003

Dear Mr. President:

On behalf of the American people, I con-
gratulate you and the Chinese people on
the successful completion of China’s first
human space mission. I was pleased to
learn that Lieutenant Colonel Yang Liwei
returned safely to earth. This mission was
an historic triumph for the Chinese people
and a milestone in the continued explo-
ration of space.

The United States of America warmly
welcomes the People’s Republic of China’s
achievement in becoming only the third
country to launch an astronaut into space,
and wishes you continued success in this
endeavor.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.

Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by King Phumiphon Adunyadet and

Queen Sirikit of Thailand in Bangkok

October 19, 2003

Thank you, Your Majesty, for your warm
and gracious welcome. Thanks also to Her
Majesty the Queen for hosting this event.
I thank as well the Grand Chamberlain who
earlier today led us on a tour of the mag-
nificent Temple of the Emerald Buddha.
Laura and I have been seeing the famous
hospitality of the Thai people, and we are
most grateful.

The United States of America deeply val-
ues our alliance with the Kingdom of Thai-
land. Your Majesty, the world has changed
greatly since your reign began 57 years ago.
Yet thanks to your enlightened leadership
and steady hand, the friendship between
our two nations has remained constant.

Over the decades, we worked together
to build the foundations of liberty in this
region, rule of law, respect for human
rights, free enterprise, and peace. Today,
we continue to strive toward the same goals
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in the face of different challenges. Nations
are working together in Afghanistan and
Iraq. Royal Thai troops have served well
in both places, helping Afghans and Iraqis
make the transition from tyranny to self-
government.

The emergence of these free nations is
a setback for terrorism and radicalism. By
sharing the duties of our coalition, Thailand
is contributing to peace and stability in
those two countries and increasing the se-
curity of all free nations.

Thailand has played a vital role in East
Timor, helping create a new nation to bring
dignity to nearly a million people and to
stabilize an entire region. You are fully
joined in the fight against the drug trade
and against HIV/AIDS and other diseases.

Thailand is a principled, generous nation,
rising to meet the challenges of our time.
Thailand’s positive influence in the world
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is inspired by the fine example of service
that Your Majesty and Her Majesty the
Queen set for your people. It’s also vivid
in the great, humane traditions of this land.
America is honored to have your friendship.

So I offer a toast to Your Majesties, to
the royal family, and to your great nation.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 7:40 p.m. in
the Chakri Throne Room at the Grand Pal-
ace. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With President Roh Moo-hyun of South

Korea in Bangkok
October 20, 2003

President Bush. Thank you all for com-
ing. It's my honor to have breakfast with
a friend of the United States and a friend
of mine, President Roh. We've got a very
important and close relationship with South
Korea. We share common goals. We want
the world to be more free and peaceful.
And that's why I'm so grateful for South
Korea’s support in places like Iraq.

We also share a goal to enhance the
prosperity of our respective peoples. We
will discuss ways to make sure our trade
between our countries is free and fair. We
have a common goal to make sure that
the Korean Peninsula is nuclear-weapons-
free. Were making good progress on
peacefully solving the issue with North
Korea. And during this breakfast, I will
share ideas and listen to ideas from Presi-
dent Roh as to how to move the process
forward.

These are important consultations with
a close friend, and I want to thank the
President for coming to have breakfast.

President Roh. It is my pleasure to meet
with President Bush—/[inaudible]—and it is
to my greater pleasure to meet with him—
[inaudible]. Korea and the United States
have been promoting the friendship be-
tween each other based on mutual trust,
and we have been addressing the problem
in this period of cooperation and friend-

ship.

The United States is currently making
various efforts to promote global peace, and
it has succeeded in winning the U.N. reso-
lution regarding Iraq. And I would like to
congratulate this meaningful progress.

I appreciate that the United States has
been making efforts to make progress in
the areas related to North Korea, and this
issue is very critical for—[inaudible]—and
the further progress of Korea. And in this
regard, the six-party talks—[inaudible]—
progress. And I would like to thank United
States for helping us to achieve this impor-
tant milestone. And I am thankful for Mr.
Bush for making more efforts to continue
to resume the six-party talks in the near
future.

During today’s breakfast with President
Bush, I hope to have a meaningful dialog
on how to resolve the North Korea nuclear
issue and how to realign the—l[inaudible]—
alliance.

At the same time, I would like to com-
mend the United States™ effort in bringing
peace and democracy in Iraq, and I would
like to discuss with him how to reconstruct
the economy there, and I would like to
discuss with him how Korea can cooperate
in this regard. And I would have a mean-
ingful discussion on these points.

And in this meeting, I hope to have a
serious discussion in accordance with the
goals of the APEC in the areas of how
to promote trade and mutual investment
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