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I’ve received great support from the 
United States Congress on this initiative. 
Ernie Fletcher understands the stakes. He 
understands the historic nature of what we 
are doing. He understands this war on ter-
ror. It will be good to have him as your 
Governor. He has got a vision. 

I also know what he knows, that the true 
strength of this country is not our military 
might, however, or it’s not the size of our 
wallets. That’s not the true strength of 
America. The true strength of this country 
is the heart of the American people. We’re 
a compassionate, decent nation. It’s very 
important that you have a Governor who 
knows that Government can hand out 
money, but it cannot put hope in a person’s 
heart or a sense of purpose in a person’s 
life. That comes when loving citizens put 
their arm around somebody who hurts and 
says, ‘‘I love you. What can I do to help 
you? How can I make a difference in your 
life?’’ You need to have a Governor who 
knows that amidst the plenty of this great 
State, there are people who hurt. There 
are people who cry for help. There’s home-
less people. There’s battered women. 
There’s addicted people. And the best way 
to solve that is to rally the armies of com-
passion. Whether it be at the Federal level 
or at the State level, elected officials should 
never fear rallying faith, no matter what 
the religion, to help people in need. 

No, the greatest strength of this country 
is the fact that there are thousands and 
thousands of people who have heard the 
universal call, whether they be Christian 
or Jewish or Muslim, to love a neighbor 
just like you’d like to be loved yourself. 
Problems will be solved one person at a 
time, one person—one conscience at a 
time, when our country gathers up the true 
strength, those who have heard the call, 
and help them provide the services that 
will save lives. 

Ernie Fletcher understands that the peo-
ple are the strength of this State. There’s 
no doubt in my mind he’ll make a great 
Governor. And it’s my high honor to come 
and stand by his side and urge the good 
people of this State to vote him into office. 

May God bless you all, and may God 
bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:11 p.m. in 
Heritage Hall at the Lexington Convention 
Center. In his remarks, he referred to Glen-
na A. Fletcher, wife of candidate Ernie 
Fletcher; Lyudmila Putina, wife of President 
Vladimir Putina of Russia; Ruth Ann Pence, 
wife of candidate Steve Pence; former Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein of Iraq; and Bernard 
B. Kerik, former commissioner, New York 
City Police Department. 

Remarks on Cuba 
October 10, 2003 

Hola. Sientese. Thank you for coming. 
Welcome to the Rose Garden. It’s my 
honor to host you for an important policy 
announcement.

I’m proud to be joined by our great Sec-
retary of State Colin Powell and a son of 
Cuba, a graduate of the Pedro Pan pro-
gram, Mel Martinez. I’m also pleased to 
be joined with other members who will 

be—of my administration who will be 
charged with implementing policy. From 
the Department of Homeland Security, 
Under Secretary Asa Hutchinson is with 
us today. From the Treasury Department, 
Rick Newcomb, Director of the Office of 
Foreign Asset Control, is with us today. 
Rick, thank you for coming. Assistant Sec-
retary for the Western Hemisphere Roger 
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Noriegais with us today. Y por fin, from
my staff, Envoy Otto Reich. 

As well we’re honored to have distin-
guished Members of the Congress with us, 
starting with the very capable and able Sen-
ator from the State of Virginia, George 
Allen—bienvenidos, Jorge—[laughter]—
from the State of Florida, Congressman 
Lincoln Diaz-Balart; y su hermano, Con-
gressman Mario Diaz-Balart; Ileana Ros- 
Lehtinen; and Porter Goss. Thank you for 
coming. I’m honored you all are here. 

The Secretary mentioned to me that Bob 
Dole is with us. Bob Dole is not with us. 

One hundred and thirty-five years ago 
today, the struggle for Cuban freedom 
began at a sugar mill near Manzanillo. Car-
los Manuel Cespedes, known as the Father 
of the Homeland, led an uprising against 
colonial rule. Today, the struggle for free-
dom continues—it hasn’t ended—in cities 
and towns of that beautiful island, in Cas-
tro’s prisons, and in the heart of every 
Cuban patriot. It is carried on by brave 
dissidents like Oscar Elias Biscet, Marta 
Beatriz Roque, Leonardo Bruzon Avila. 

Last year in Miami, I offered Cuba’s 
Government a way forward, a way forward 
toward democracy and hope and better re-
lations with the United States. I pledged 
to work with our Congress to ease bans 
on trade and travel between our two coun-
tries if and only if the Cuban Government 
held free and fair elections, allowed the 
Cuban people to organize, assemble, and 
to speak freely, and eased the stranglehold 
on private enterprise. 

Since I made that offer, we have seen 
how the Castro regime answers diplomatic 
initiatives. The dictator has responded with 
defiance and contempt and a new round 
of brutal oppression that outraged the 
world’s conscience. 

In April, 75 peaceful members of Cuban 
opposition were given harsh prison sen-
tences, some as long as 20 years. Their 
crimes were to publish newspapers, to orga-
nize petition drives, to meet to discuss the 
future of their country. Cuba’s political 

prisoners are subjected to beatings and soli-
tary confinement and the denial of medical 
treatment. Elections in Cuba are still a 
sham. Opposition groups still organize and 
meet at their own peril. Private economic 
activity is still strangled. Non-government 
trade unions are still oppressed and sup-
pressed. Property rights are still ignored. 
And most goods and services produced in 
Cuba are still reserved for the political 
elites.

Clearly, the Castro regime will not 
change by its own choice, but Cuba must 
change. So today I’m announcing several 
new initiatives intended to hasten the ar-
rival of a new, free, democratic Cuba. 

First, we are strengthening enforcement 
of those travel restrictions to Cuba that are 
already in place. U.S. law forbids Ameri-
cans to travel to Cuba for pleasure. That 
law is on the books, and it must be en-
forced. We allow travel for limited reasons, 
including a visit to a family, to bring hu-
manitarian aid, or to conduct research. 
Those exceptions are too often used as 
cover for illegal business travel and tourism 
or to skirt the restrictions on carrying cash 
into Cuba. We’re cracking down on this 
deception.

I’ve instructed the Department of Home-
land Security to increase inspections of 
travelers and shipments to and from Cuba. 
We will enforce the law. We will also target 
those who travel to Cuba illegally through 
third countries, and those who sail to Cuba 
on private vessels in violation of the embar-
go.

You see, our country must understand 
the consequences of illegal travel. All 
Americans need to know that foreign- 
owned resorts in Cuba must pay wages— 
must pay the wages of their Cuban workers 
to the Government. A good soul in America 
who wants to be a tourist goes to a foreign- 
owned resort, pays the hotel bill; that 
money goes to the Government. The Gov-
ernment, in turn, pays the workers a pit-
tance in worthless pesos and keeps the hard 
currency to prop up the dictator and his 
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cronies. Illegal tourism perpetuates the mis-
ery of the Cuban people. And that is why 
I’ve charged the Department of Homeland 
Security to stop that kind of illegal traf-
ficking of money. 

By cracking down on the illegal travel, 
we will also serve another important goal. 
A rapidly growing part of Cuba’s tourism 
industry is the illicit sex trade, a modern 
form of slavery which is encouraged by the 
Cuban Government. This cruel exploitation 
of innocent women and children must be 
exposed and must be ended. 

Second, we are working to ensure that 
Cubans fleeing the dictatorship do not risk 
their lives at sea. My administration is im-
proving the method through which we 
identify refugees and redoubling our efforts 
to process Cubans who seek to leave. We 
will better inform Cubans of the many 
routes to safe and legal entry into the 
United States through a public outreach 
campaign in southern Florida and inside 
Cuba itself. We will increase the number 
of new Cuban immigrants we welcome 
every year. We are free to do so, and we 
will, for the good of those who seek free-
dom. Our goal is to help more Cubans 
safely complete their journey to a free land. 

Third, our Government will establish a 
Commission for the Assistance to a Free 
Cuba, to plan for the happy day when Cas-
tro’s regime is no more and democracy 
comes to the island. This commission will 
be cochaired by the Secretary of State, 
Colin Powell, and the Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development, Mel Martinez. 
They will draw upon experts within our 
Government to plan for Cuba’s transition 
from Stalinist rule to a free and open soci-
ety, to identify ways to hasten the arrival 
of that day. 

The transition to freedom will present 
many challenges to the Cuban people and 
to America, and we will be prepared. 
America is not alone in calling for freedom 
inside of Cuba. Countries around the globe 
and the United Nations Human Rights 
Commission increasingly recognize the op-

pressive nature of the Castro regime and 
have denounced its recent crackdowns. We 
will continue to build a strong international 
coalition to advance the cause of freedom 
inside of Cuba. 

In addition to the measures I’ve an-
nounced today, we continue to break the 
information embargo that the Cuban Gov-
ernment has imposed on its people for a 
half a century. Repressive governments fear 
the truth, and so we’re increasing the 
amount and expanding the distribution of 
printed material to Cuba, of Internet-based 
information inside of Cuba, and of AM– 
FM and shortwave radios for Cubans. 

Radio and TV Marti are bringing the 
message of freedom to the Cuban people. 
This administration fully recognizes the 
need to enhance the effectiveness of Radio 
and TV Marti. Earlier this year, we 
launched a new satellite service to expand 
our reach to Cuba. On May 20th, we 
staged the historic flight of Commando 
Solo, an airborne transmission system that 
broke through Castro’s jamming efforts. Ty-
rants hate the truth. They jam messages. 
And on that day, I had the honor of speak-
ing to the Cuban people in the native lan-
guage.

It’s only the beginning of a more robust 
effort to break through to the Cuban peo-
ple. This country loves freedom, and we 
know that the enemy of every tyrant is 
the truth. We’re determined to bring the 
truth to the people who suffer under Fidel 
Castro.

Cuba has a proud history of fighting for 
freedom, and that fight goes on. In all that 
lies ahead, the Cuban people have a con-
stant friend in the United States of Amer-
ica. No tyrant can stand forever against the 
power of liberty, because the hope of free-
dom is found in every heart. So today we 
are confident that no matter what the dic-
tator intends or plans, Cuba sera pronto 
libre.

De nuevo, Cuba libre. Thank you all. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 11:03 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to former Senator Bob 
Dole; and President Fidel Castro of Cuba. 

The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of these 
remarks.

Memorandum on the Proposed Protocol Amending the Agreement for 
Cooperation Between the Government of the United States of America and 
the Government of the Republic of Indonesia Concerning Peaceful Uses 
of Nuclear Energy 
October 10, 2003 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, 
the Secretary of Energy 

Subject: Proposed Protocol Amending the 
Agreement for Cooperation Between the 
Government of the United States of 
America and the Government of the 
Republic of Indonesia Concerning Peaceful 
Uses of Nuclear Energy 

I have considered the proposed Protocol 
Amending the Agreement for Cooperation 
Between the Government of the United 
States of America and the Government of 
the Republic of Indonesia Concerning 
Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy, signed 
at Washington on June 30, 1980, along with 

the views, recommendations, and state-
ments of the interested agencies. 

I have determined that the performance 
of the Protocol will promote, and will not 
constitute an unreasonable risk to, the com-
mon defense and security. Consistent with 
section 123 b. of the Atomic Energy Act 
of 1954, as amended (42 U.S.C. 2153(b)), 
I hereby approve the proposed Protocol 
and authorize you to arrange for its execu-
tion.

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this memo-
randum.

The President’s Radio Address 
October 11, 2003 

Good morning. Six months ago this week, 
the statue of Saddam Hussein came down 
in the center of Baghdad, and Iraq began 
the transition from tyranny to self-govern-
ment. The goal of our coalition is to help 
the Iraqi people build a stable, just, and 
prosperous country that poses no threat to 
America or the world. To reach that goal, 
we are following a clear strategy. 

First, coalition forces in Iraq are actively 
pursuing the terrorists and Saddam hold-
outs who desperately oppose freedom for 

the Iraqi people. Secondly, we are com-
mitted to expanding international coopera-
tion in the reconstruction and security of 
Iraq. And third, we are working closely 
with Iraqi leaders as they prepare to draft 
a constitution, establish institutions of a 
civil society, and move toward free elec-
tions.

As part of this strategy, we’re helping 
Iraqis to rebuild their economy after a long 
era of corruption and misrule. For three 
decades, Iraq’s economy served the interest 
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