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White House. In his remarks, he referred to 
Lt. Gen. Lazarus Sumbeiywo, Kenya’s envoy 
to the Sudan; former Senator John C. Dan-
forth, Special Envoy for Peace in the Sudan; 
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of Israel; L. 

Paul Bremer III, Presidential Envoy to Iraq; 
and Bernard B. Kerik, former commissioner, 
New York City Police Department. A re-
porter referred to Prime-Minister-designate 
Ahmed Korei of the Palestinian Authority. 

Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring President Mwai Kibaki of Kenya 
October 6, 2003 

[The President’s remarks are joined in 
progress.]

It is a real honor for us to welcome 
you. Our two nations are old friends and 
natural partners. We both emerged from 
a colonial past to become free nations. We 
stood together during the cold war, oppos-
ing imperial communism. Today, we stand 
together against the forces of terror and 
in the defense of human dignity. 

We both understand the danger and cost 
of terrorism. It has brought damage to both 
our economies and grief to both our na-
tions. With us tonight are two women who 
suffered terribly on August 7, 1998. Susan 
Hirsch lost her husband, Abdulrahman 
Mohamed Abdulla, a Kenyan citizen, in the 
attack on the U.S. Embassy in Dar es Sa-
laam, Tanzania. And Susan Bartley lost her 
husband, Julian, our U.S. Consul General, 
and her son, Jay, when the terrorists struck 
our Embassy in Nairobi. Both of you are 
honored guests here tonight, and we honor 
as well the memory of your loved ones. 

America and Kenya are committed to the 
war on terror, and we seek a just and 

peaceful world beyond the war on terror. 
Kenya is finding what America has found, 
that democracy and liberty and free mar-
kets are honorable and just and indispen-
sable to real progress. The challenges of 
freedom are real; yet the benefits of free-
dom are great and everlasting. 

There is a Swahili proverb which says, 
‘‘Forever persist; a rope can cut stone.’’ 
Kenya and its leaders have been persistent 
and courageous in the cause of freedom. 
You’re resolved in the fight against terror. 
Kenya is an example to all of Africa and 
a respected partner of America. 

For all these reasons, Mr. President, I’m 
pleased to offer a toast to the enduring 
friendship between Kenya and the United 
States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:36 p.m. in 
the State Dining Room at the White House. 
The transcript issued by the Office of the 
Press Secretary did not include the complete 
opening portion of President Bush’s remarks 
but did include the remarks of President 
Kibaki.

Remarks Following a Cabinet Meeting and an Exchange With Reporters 
October 7, 2003 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
I met with my Cabinet. We talked about 
national security matters and economic se-
curity matters. We’re making good progress 

on the economy. Looks like we’re growing, 
and that’s important. Last month we—peo-
ple are finding work, but we’re not satisfied 
with the progress that is being made. We 

g 31 2005 08:31 Aug 02, 2006 Jkt 198803 PO 00000 Frm 00457 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 \\ALPHA3\E\HR\OC\198803.014 198803



1262

Oct. 7 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 

talked about ways to continue the economic 
vitality of our country. The tax cuts need 
to be made permanent so there’s certainty 
in the Tax Code. We need an energy plan 
so that our businesses and employers, both 
large and small, know there’s a reliable 
source of energy available. 

We talked about trade and this adminis-
tration’s commitment to free and fair trade, 
that administrative officials will continue to 
press certain countries to open up their 
markets to U.S. product. We talked about 
the need to have associated health care 
plans so that our small businesses have af-
fordable health care. And finally, we talked 
about the need for legal reform. There’s 
just too many lawsuits, junk lawsuits which 
drive up the cost of health care. 

And in a lot of these matters, the Con-
gress needs to join with this administration 
to pass good law so that the American peo-
ple can find work. We’re an optimistic ad-
ministration because good things are begin-
ning to happen in our country. We will 
not rest until everybody who is looking for 
work can find a job. 

I want to thank the members of the Cab-
inet for serving our Nation with such class 
and distinction. And I’ll be glad to answer 
some questions, starting with the AP man 
[Scott Lindlaw, Associated Press]. 

California Gubernatorial Election 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Back in 

August, you said you thought Arnold 
Schwarzenegger would make a good Gov-
ernor. We’ve learned some new things 
about him. There’s an election today. Do 
you still feel that way? 

The President. I feel like the California 
people are going to make a wise decision, 
that they—they are now in charge of the 
process. And it looks like there’s a pretty 
active turnout in absentee ballots, and peo-
ple are taking it seriously, and I have no 
idea how the election is going to turn out. 

Q. Is he the kind of guy you could work 
with?

The President. If he’s the Governor, I’ll 
work with him, absolutely. He’s obviously 
waged a spirited campaign. He’s captured 
a lot of people’s imagination. I haven’t been 
paying that close attention to it, because 
I’ve got a job to do here in Washington. 
But the process is about over. The people 
of California are going to speak, and I look 
forward to seeing what the results are. I 
may not stay up for it—[laughter]—all
night long. I’ll be reading your stories first 
thing in the morning. 

Dana [Dana Bash, Cable News Net-
work].

Disclosure of CIA Employee’s Identity 
Q. Mr. President, beyond the actual leak 

of classified information, there are reports 
that someone in the administration was try-
ing to—after it was already out—actively 
spread the story, even calling Ambassador 
Wilson’s wife ‘‘fair game.’’ Are you asking 
your staff if anyone did that? Would it be 
wrong or even a fireable offense if that 
happened?

The President. Well, the investigators will 
ask our staff about what people did or did 
not do. This is a town of—where a lot 
of people leak. And I’ve constantly ex-
pressed my displeasure with leaks, particu-
larly leaks of classified information. And I 
want to know; I want to know the truth. 
I want to see to it that the truth prevail, 
and I hope we can get this investigation 
done in a thorough way, as quickly as pos-
sible.

But the Justice Department will conduct 
this investigation. The professionals in the 
Justice Department will be involved in fer-
reting out the truth. These are citizens who 
will—were here before this administration 
arrived and will be here after this adminis-
tration leaves. And they’ll come to the bot-
tom of this, and we’ll find out the truth. 
And that will be—that’s a good thing for 
this administration. 

Stretch [Richard Keil, Bloomberg News]. 

31 2005 08:31 Aug 02, 2006 Jkt 198803 PO 00000 Frm 00458 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 \\ALPHA3\E\HR\OC\198803.014 198803



1263

Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Oct. 7 

National Economy 

Q. Mr. President, a survey of economists 
that we published yesterday found that— 
it was between 40 and 50 of them—and 
they think that the growth rate over the 
next year may only be in the low 3-percent 
range, and that’s below the 4-percent range 
that you and your economic advisers have 
said will be needed to create the kind of 
jobs that will really keep the growth going. 
Does that concern you? Do you think those 
predictions are accurate? 

The President. Well, one thing is certain, 
that the growth rate is going to be positive, 
as opposed to the negative growth rate we 
inherited. In other words, we came into 
office and dealt with a recession, then dealt 
with attacks, then dealt with corporate 
scandals, dealt with the march to war, all 
of which affected the confidence of the 
people. And we put forth a very aggressive 
tax plan, because we believe that that is 
the best way to help this country grow out 
of recession. 

I’ve just outlined other things that need 
to happen in order to make sure that the 
people are able to find work. Dick, I am 
not very good about guessing about the 
economy. There’s all kinds of experts; you’ll 
probably find all kinds of opinions. But I 
do know that the actions we have taken 
were necessary actions and that are good— 
they were good actions for economic vitality 
and growth. 

The Congress needs to work with us for 
an energy plan. They need to work with 
us for good liability reform. We will con-
tinue to press to open up foreign markets. 
I’m a free trader, but I’m also a fair trader. 
And I believe our manufacturing sector, for 
example, must be treated fairly in foreign 
markets.

We need an energy plan. We’ve debated 
an energy plan for too long. This adminis-
tration has put forth a very good energy 
plan. And Congress needs to quit debating 
the idea, get the differences reconciled, and 
get a bill to my desk. I’m confident Senator 

Domenici and Representative Tauzin want 
to do just that. So there are other things 
to do to get this economy moving, and we’ll 
see what—see what happens. 

I will tell you I’m optimistic, and I’m 
optimistic because things are improving. 
But there’s a lot more to do. 

Randy [Randall Mikkelsen, Reuters]. 

Disclosure of CIA Employee’s Identity/ 
Israeli Foreign Policy 

Q. Mr. President, how confident are you 
the investigation will find the leaker in the 
CIA case? And what do you make of 
Sharon’s comment that Israel will strike its 
enemies at any place, any time? 

The President. This is the dual question. 
[Laughter] I’m trying to figure out if I want 
to answer either of them, since you violated 
a major rule. [Laughter] At least it’s not 
a cell phone. [Laughter]

Randy, you tell me, how many sources 
have you had that’s leaked information that 
you’ve exposed or have been exposed? 
Probably none. I mean this town is a— 
is a town full of people who like to leak 
information. And I don’t know if we’re 
going to find out the senior administration 
official. Now, this is a large administration, 
and there’s a lot of senior officials. I don’t 
have any idea. I’d like to. I want to know 
the truth. That’s why I’ve instructed this 
staff of mine to cooperate fully with the 
investigators—full disclosure. Everything 
we know, the investigators will find out. 
I have no idea whether we’ll find out who 
the leaker is, partially because, in all due 
respect to your profession, you do a very 
good job of protecting the leakers. But we’ll 
find out. 

In terms of Prime Minister Sharon, I 
have constantly said Israel should defend 
herself. But I’ve also told—as I mentioned 
to you at the press availability yesterday— 
that it’s important for the Prime Minister 
to avoid escalation, that the decisions he 
makes to defend her people are valid deci-
sions. We would be doing the same thing. 
This country will defend our people. 
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But we are also mindful when we make 
decisions, as the Prime Minister should be, 
that the—that he fully understand the con-
sequences of any decision and that while 
he defends his people that there is not— 
that he doesn’t create the conditions nec-
essary for—that would cause the esca-
lation—the violence to escalate. 

Q. Did the strike on Syria—did the strike 
on Syria cause an escalation? 

The President. The Prime Minister must 
defend his country. It’s essential. This is 
a country which recently was attacked by 
a suicider that killed innocent children and 
women, people that were celebrating in a 
restaurant. And he must do what is nec-
essary to protect himself. At the same time, 
as I said yesterday and will continue to 
say to Ariel Sharon, ‘‘Avoid escalating vio-
lence.’’

Listen, thank you all. Anybody else did 
not get a question in this vaunted press 
corps?

American League Championship Series 
Q. Red Sox—Red Sox or Yankees? 
The President. Listen, I’m excited about 

the playoffs. I tuned in after the state din-
ner that was somewhat covered in the press 
yesterday. [Laughter] But it was—you 
know, it’s good for baseball. My team, of 
course, was eliminated in June. [Laughter]

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:42 a.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to Prime Minister 
Ariel Sharon of Israel. A reporter referred 
to former Ambassador Joseph C. Wilson IV. 

Statement on Senator Don Nickles’ Decision Not To Seek Reelection 
October 7, 2003 

For more than two decades, Don Nickles 
has served the people of Oklahoma and 
America as a distinguished United States 
Senator. As a longtime member of the Sen-
ate leadership and most recently as chair-
man of the Senate Budget Committee, he 
has led efforts to keep Government spend-
ing in check and to keep more money in 
the pockets of American taxpayers. He has 
left his mark on virtually every major issue 

that has moved through the Senate. Senator 
Nickles is a friend and trusted adviser, and 
I look forward to working with him for 
the remainder of his time in the Senate 
and in the future. 

Laura and I extend our thanks and best 
wishes to Don, Linda, and their four chil-
dren, Don, Jenny, Kim, and Robyn, for 
their commitment to public service, and we 
wish them all the best. 

Statement on the Decision by the Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit 
on the Do-Not-Call Registry 
October 7, 2003 

Today’s decision by the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Tenth Circuit to allow the 
FTC to enforce the Do-Not-Call Registry 
is a victory for Americans who want to re-

duce the nuisance of unwanted telephone 
solicitations. The American people have the 
right to limit annoying telemarketing calls, 
and I am pleased that both the Federal 
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