
1252

Oct. 3 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 

And in a responsibility society, each of 
us are responsible for loving a neighbor 
just like we’d like to be loved ourself. We 
can see the culture of service and responsi-
bility growing around us here in America. 
I started what’s called the USA Freedom 
Corps to encourage Americans to extend 
a compassionate hand to a neighbor in 
need. The response has been very strong. 
Go to the web page and take a look at 
it, if you’re interested in serving your com-
munity by helping somebody who hurts. 

Our faith-based charities are strong in 
America. People have heard the call, just 
like policemen and firefighters and people 
who wear our Nation’s uniform are remind-
ing us what it means to sacrifice for some-
thing greater than ourselves. Once again, 
the children of America believe in heroes, 
because they see them every day. In these 
challenging times, the world has seen the 
resolve and courage of America, and I have 
been fortunate enough to see the compas-

sion and the character of the American 
people.

All the tests of the last 21⁄2 years have 
come to the right nation. We are a strong 
country, and we use our strength to defend 
the peace. We’re an optimistic country, 
confident in ourselves and in ideals bigger 
than ourselves. Abroad, we seek to lift up 
whole nations by spreading freedom. At 
home, we seek to lift up lives by spreading 
opportunity to every corner of America. 
This is the work that history has set before 
us. We welcome it, and we know that for 
our country and for our cause, the best 
days lie ahead. 

May God bless you. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at noon at the 
Italian Community Center. In his remarks, 
he referred to Rick Graber, chairman, Re-
publican Party of Wisconsin; and Milwaukee 
County Executive Scott Walker. 

The President’s Radio Address 
October 4, 2003 

Good morning. This weekend in Iraq, 
750 Iraqi citizens completed their military 
training and became the first battalion of 
the new Iraqi Army. For decades, Iraq’s 
army served the interests of a dictator. 
Today, a new army is serving the Iraqi peo-
ple. And less than a year from now, Iraq 
will have a 40,000-member military force, 
trained and dedicated to protecting their 
fellow citizens. 

Our coalition is helping to train and 
equip Iraq’s new army so that Iraqis can 
take over border protection and other secu-
rity duties as soon as possible. Soldiers in 
the new battalion join more than 80,000 
other Iraqis who are defending their coun-
try’s security. Iraq now has a Civil Defense 
Corps of nearly 2,500, a border guard force 
of 4,700, and a facility protection service 

of over 12,000. And more than half of the 
Iraqis under arms are police officers, in-
structed by professionals like New York 
City’s outstanding former police chief, Ber-
nard Kerik. Iraq’s neighbor, Jordan, has an-
nounced that it will help Iraq train addi-
tional police officers. 

For three decades, the police in Iraq 
were the feared enforcers of a dictatorship. 
Now Iraq’s new police are enforcing the 
just laws of an emerging democracy. Al-
ready the Iraqi police are assuming greater 
responsibility and greater risks. This week, 
Iraqi officers aided a series of joint raids 
by American troops, leading to the arrest 
of more than 50 suspected criminals and 
terrorists. We’re on the offensive against 
the desperate holdouts and Saddam loyal-
ists who oppose progress in Iraq. The free 
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nation we are helping to build will be free 
of them. 

The United States is standing with the 
Iraqi people as they move toward self-gov-
ernment. My wartime funding request to 
Congress includes more than $5 billion to 
help the people of Iraq take responsibility 
for their own security. These funds will be 
used to prepare the Iraqi Army, to train 
public safety and emergency personnel, and 
to establish a fair and effective judicial sys-
tem.

Greater security is essential to Iraq’s fu-
ture. A secure Iraq will protect the nation’s 
schools and the hospitals that are opening 
and the roads that are being built and the 
water and power facilities we are repairing. 
Across Iraq, our coalition is turning over 
responsibility to the future leaders of that 
country. Those leaders include women. Just 
this weekend, a conference is being held 
at the University of Babylon to affirm the 
vital role of women in the Iraqi society. 

The transition to self-government is a 
complicated process, because it takes time 
to build trust and hope after decades of 
oppression and fear. Yet we are making 
steady progress, and we will keep our 

promise to fully return Iraq’s Government 
to Iraq’s people as soon as possible. 

The men and women of our coalition 
have shown bravery and skill and compas-
sion in Iraq. And they know their mission. 
They know that we are fighting terrorists 
in Iraq so that we will not have to face 
them and fight them in the streets of our 
own cities. Our forces know that a secure 
and sovereign Iraq will be a setback for 
terrorists and an inspiration to all who 
dream of freedom in the Middle East. And 
the world can be certain, this essential mis-
sion in the war on terror will be completed. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11:27 
a.m. on October 2 in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. 
on October 4. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
October 3 but was embargoed for release 
until the broadcast. In his remarks, the Presi-
dent referred to former President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address. 

Statement on the Terrorist Attack in Haifa, Israel 
October 4, 2003 

I condemn unequivocally the vicious act 
of terrorism committed today in Haifa, 
Israel.

This murderous action, aimed at families 
gathered to enjoy a Sabbath lunch, killed 
and injured dozens of men, women, and 
children.

This despicable attack underscores once 
again the responsibility of Palestinian au-
thorities to fight terror, which remains the 
foremost obstacle to achieving the vision 

of two states living side by side in peace 
and security. The new Palestinian Cabinet 
must dedicate itself to dismantling the in-
frastructure of terror and preventing the 
kind of murderous actions that we wit-
nessed today. 

The American people join me in express-
ing condolences to Prime Minister Sharon 
and all the people of Israel and in reit-
erating our common dedication to the 
cause of fighting terrorism. 
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