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The courage of America’s first leaders
gave us the Declaration. Their patience and
wisdom gave us the Constitution. They
were patient through long and contentious
and learned debates and discussions. They
were wise in their understanding of human
nature, with all its virtues and all the temp-
tations. The supreme law of this land is
the work of practical minds addressed to
practical questions, like how to govern ef-
fectively and also limit the powers of gov-
ernment, how to represent the will of the
people and to control the passions of tem-
porary majorities. Framers devised answers
that can now be found in constitutions
across the world: Separate branches; enu-
merated powers; checks and balances; spe-
cific protections of the Bill of Rights.

Taken together, our founding documents
set a standard that is the test and the bur-
den of every generation. The text written
by a slaveholder would become an unan-
swerable brief against slavery. The Con-
stitution drafted and approved by men
alone would, by its own logic, eventually
assure the full participation of women. The
ideals of our Founders were stronger than
any flaws of the Founders. They rebuke
our failures and guide our reforms. “These
Charters of Freedom,” said Martin Luther
King, “are a promissory note, a pledge of
justice to all who are denied it.”

In the course of two centuries, the ideals
of our founding documents have defined
America’s purposes in the world. Since July
4th, 1776, to this very day, Americans have
seen freedom’s power to overcome tyranny,

to inspire hope even in times of great trial,
to turn the creative gifts of men and
women to the pursuits of peace. We have
seen freedom’s power in Europe and Asia
and Africa and Latin America, and we will
see freedom’s power in the Middle East.
Every person in every culture has the in-
alienable right to life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness. America owns the Dec-
laration of Independence and the Constitu-
tion, but the ideals they proclaim belong
to all mankind.

This morning, exactly 216 years after the
Constitutional Convention finished its busi-
ness, the American people can take pride
in the care we have given to preserving
the work of the founding generation. Their
words first guided a nation of scarcely 4
million souls. Yet even in their own day,
the Founders knew they had put large
events in motion, and free people every-
where remain in their debt.

In this Rotunda are the most cherished
material possessions of a great and good
nation. By this rededication, we show our
deep respect for the first principles of our
Republic and our lasting gratitude to those
first citizens of the United States of Amer-
ica.

May God continue to bless our country.
Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. in the
Rotunda for the Charters of Freedom at the
National Archives and Records Administra-
tion. In his remarks, he referred to Archivist
of the United States John Carlin.

Remarks Following a Meeting With the Congressional Conference
Committee on Energy Legislation and an Exchange With Reporters

September 17, 2003

The President. 1 want to thank Members
from both political parties for coming down
here today to discuss the energy bill that’s
in conference. I really do appreciate the
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commitment of all the parties here at the
table to work together to get an energy
bill on behalf of the American people, a



Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Sept. 17

comprehensive energy plan that will ad-
dress supply and conservation, help us
modernize our electricity grid.

It's a compelling issue, and there was
a good spirit here. Obviously, there’s not
100-percent agreement, but there is agree-
ment that we need to get something done.
And T want to thank the Members. I want
to thank the chairman and the ranking
members for taking time to come.

And I'm pleased with the commitment
by Senator Domenici and Congressman
Tauzin to see if they can’t get a bill down
here by mid-October—I believe is what he
told me—Billy—and to my desk. And we
look forward to working with them. I think
the American people are—know we need
to have a national energy policy. And it’s
a chance to get it done, into law.

Thanks for coming. I'll answer a couple
of questions. Terry [Terence Hunt, Associ-
ated Press], do you want to start?

U.N. Resolution on Irag

Q. Mr. President, how is the administra-
tion recasting the proposed U.N. resolution
on Iraq to meet the objections of some
countries?

The President. We're still talking about
it, Terry. I mean, we are—had some discus-
sions this morning on it. The key is to
make sure that the political situation in Iraq
evolves in a way that will lead to a free
and—a free society. The Iraqis need to de-
velop a constitution and then have free
elections. Then we can—and then we deal
with the sovereignty issue. And so there-
fore, we're talking amongst ourselves.

King [John King, Cable News Network].

Saddam Hussein and the Attacks of
September 11

Q. Mr. President, Dr. Rice and Secretary
Rumsfeld both said yesterday that they
have seen no evidence that Iraq had any-
thing to do with September 11th. Yet, on
“Meet the Press,” Sunday, the Vice Presi-
dent said Iraq was a geographic base for
the terrorists, and he also said, “I don’t

know, or we don’t know,” when asked if
there was any involvement. Your critics say
that this is some effort—deliberate effort
to blur the line and confuse people. How
would you answer that?

The President. No, we’ve had no evi-
dence that Saddam Hussein was involved
with the September the 11th. What the
Vice President said was, is that he has been
involved with Al Qaida. And Al Zarqawi,
Al Qaida operative, was in Baghdad. He’s
the guy that ordered the killing of a U.S.
diplomat. He’s a man who is still running
loose, involved with the poisons network,
involved with Ansar Al Islam. There’s no
question that Saddam Hussein had Al
Qaida ties.

Caren [Caren Bohan], Reuters.

Energy Legislation

Q. Thank you, Mr. President.

The President. Step forth and speak.

Q. T know that the ANWR drilling provi-
sion is very important to you, but are you
willing to sacrifice it to get a broader bill?

The President. One thing I've learned,
Caren, is not to negotiate with myself, par-
ticularly in front of cameras. The conferees
will work as hard as they can to come up
with a good bill that can pass both bodies.
And we look forward to working with them.
I think it'’s very important for our country
to recognize that we need to become less
dependent on foreign sources of crude and,
therefore, find ways to do that. We had
a good discussion. That’s certainly a conten-
tious issue, and you'll find strong opinions
around the table about this. And the job
of the conferees is to work through these
issues, and we look forward to helping
them.

Yes, final question.

Funding for Domestic Priorities and Iraqi
Reconstruction

Q. Mr. President, how do you re-

spond
The President. Identify yourself, please.
Q. Pam Fessler from NPR.
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The President. Oh, Pam, of course—[in-
audible]. How do I respond?

Q. How do you respond to criticism that
you are asking for $20 billion in aid to
reconstruct Iraq at a time when a lot of
domestic work, such as the No Child Left
Behind and the Help America Vote Act
are not being fully funded?

The President. Well, 1 will start with—
by responding this way: The No Child Left
Behind funding is the largest increase in
elementary and secondary school funding
in a long time. And the Title I part of
the Elementary and Secondary School Act
funding is a large increase as well—historic
increases.

Secondly, that it is vital that we succeed
in Iraq, that a free Iraq will make America

more secure. A free Iraq will change the
dynamics of the Middle East, which will
be important for peace. And I appreciate
the support of Congress and the under-
standing of Congress that we will succeed
in Iraq. And so the $20 billion is to help
rehabilitate that country, so that the people
of that country can live a free and hopeful
life.

Listen, thank you all for coming.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 4:48 p.m. in
the Cabinet Room at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to former President
Saddam Hussein of Iraq; senior Al Qaida as-
sociate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi; and USAID
officer Laurence Foley, who was killed in
Amman, Jordan, on October 28, 2002.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting a
Supplemental Appropriations Request for Ongoing Military and
Intelligence Operations in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Elsewhere

September 17, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Two years ago, we responded to attacks
on America by launching a global war
against terrorism that has removed gath-
ering threats to America and our allies and
has liberated the Iragi and Afghan people
from oppression and fear.

America is making steady progress in the
war on terror. Nearly two-thirds of al
Qaeda’s leadership has been captured or
killed. In Afghanistan, we removed the
Taliban from power and shut down terrorist
training camps. In Iraq, we led a coalition
that removed a dangerous tyrant who spon-
sored terror, possessed and used weapons
of mass destruction, and for 12 years defied
the clear demands of the United Nations
Security Council.

Today, I am submitting a request for
2004 supplemental appropriations for ongo-
ing military and intelligence operations in
Iraq, Afghanistan, and elsewhere. Our men
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and women in uniform, alongside our coali-
tion partners, are bringing peace and sta-
bility to Iraq and fighting the terrorist
threat. In Afghanistan, our Armed Forces
continue to track down terrorists and pro-
vide security as the Afghan people rebuild
their nation. Our commitment to ongoing
operations against terrorism is worthy of
our country and critical to our security.

My request also supports the Coalition
Provisional Authority’s reconstruction oper-
ations in Iraq and supports reconstruction
efforts in Afghanistan. These reconstruction
funds are essential to secure the transition
to self-government and to create conditions
for economic growth and investment. By
helping the Iragi and Afghan people build
free and democratic nations, America and
our allies are bringing freedom and hope
to a troubled region, and undermining a
key base of operations for terrorists. The
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