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Statement on the Bombing in Najaf, Iraq

August 29, 2003

I strongly condemn the bombing today
outside the Imam Ali mosque in Najaf,
Iraq, that killed dozens of innocent Iragis.
This vicious act of terrorism was aimed at
Ayatollah Mohammed Baqir al-Hakim, at
one of Shi'a Islam’s holiest sites, and at
the hopes of the people of Iraq for free-
dom, peace, and reconciliation.

I extend my deepest condolences to the
families of the victims and my hopes for
a quick recovery for the injured. I have
instructed American officials in Iraq to
work closely with Iraqi security officials and
the Governing Council to determine who
committed this terrible attack and bring
them to justice. I also extend my sym-

The President’s Radio Address
August 30, 2003

Good morning. On this Labor Day week-
end, Americans pay tribute to the spirit
of hard work and enterprise that has always
made this Nation strong. Every day, our
workers go to factories and offices and
farms and produce the world’s finest goods
and services. Their creativity and energy
are the greatest advantage of the American
economy.

Worker productivity accelerated last year
at the fastest rate in more than a half cen-
tury. This higher productivity means our
workers receive higher wages, our Nation’s
exports get a competitive boost in world
markets, and our economic recovery gains
momentum at a crucial time.

The Jobs and Growth Act I signed in
May ensures that workers enjoy more of
the benefits of their work through more
take-home pay. Tax relief was based on the
conviction that workers are entitled to keep
more of their hard-earned wages. That be-
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pathies to all Iraqis and to Shi'a Muslims
around the world.

Ayatollah Hakim had been jailed and tor-
tured for his religious beliefs by the regime
of Saddam Hussein, and he had spent many
years in exile. He returned to his native
land this year after its liberation. His mur-
der today, along with the murder of many
innocent men and women gathered for
prayer, demonstrates the cruelty and des-
peration of the enemies of the Iragi people.

The forces of terror must and will be
defeated. The united efforts of Iragis and
the international community will succeed
in achieving peace and freedom.

lief, after all, is why America celebrates
Labor Day and not tax day.

For America’s families, tax relief has
come at just the right time. For a family
of four with a household income of
$40,000, tax relief passed over the last 2%
years means they get to keep nearly $2,000
more of their own money.

Millions of families this past month re-
ceived checks for up to $400 per child be-
cause we increased the child tax credit.
This tax relief, more than $13 billion worth,
means that America’s workers can save, in-
vest, and make purchases they have been
putting off. Many moms and dads are using
their extra income to take care of back-
to-school expenses.

As consumer spending rises, manufactur-
ers are seeing more new orders for their
goods. Low interest rates mean businesses
have better balance sheets, and families
have saved billions of dollars by refinancing
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