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that. And so I go to hospitals on occasion,
Walter Reed or Bethesda.

Ours is a country that can take a young,
wounded soldier off the battlefield and
have him in the best care in a number
of days. T met many a troop that was
wounded in Iraq and 3 days later was at
Bethesda Naval Hospital getting the best
possible treatment. And to me that speaks
volumes about the commitment of our
country to take care of our fighters and
our soldiers and marines and sailors and
airmen. If somebody gets hurt far from
home, we will deliver the best care in the
world in a rapid time. And I understand
that doesn’t replace an injured limb for a
loved one, but it certainly should say loud
and clear that this country cares deeply
about those who are willing to sacrifice on

its behalf.

Q. As you say, sir, freedom isn’t free.

The President. That's right.

Q. Thank you, Mr. President, very much.
I really appreciate the time.

The President. You bet. Thank you, sir.
Good job.

NoOTE: The interview began at 1:55 p.m. in
Hangar Five at the Marine Corps Air Station
in Miramar, CA, for later broadcast, and the
transcript was released by the Office of the
Press Secretary on August 18. In his remarks,
the President referred to former President
Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Gen. Tommy R.
Franks, USA (Ret.), former combatant com-
mander, U.S. Central Command; and Chair-
man Kim Chong-il of North Korea. A tape
was not available for verification of the con-
tent of this interview.

Statement on Signing the Higher Education Relief Opportunities for

Students Act of 2003
August 18, 2003

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 1412,
the “Higher Education Relief Opportunities
for Students Act of 2003.” This Act permits
the Secretary of Education to waive or
modify Federal student financial assistance
program requirements to help students and
their families or academic institutions af-
fected by a war, other military operation,
or national emergency. The executive
branch shall construe section 2(c) in a man-
ner consistent with the President’s authority
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under the Recommendations Clause of the
Constitution to submit for the consideration
of the Congress such measures as the Presi-
dent shall judge necessary or expedient.

GEORGE W. BusH
The White House,
August 18, 2003.

Norte: H.R. 1412, approved August 18, was
assigned Public Law No. 108-76.
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