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Q. When—how do you decide when that
moment comes that you need to make a
judgment?

The President. 1 will let you know when
the moment has come. [Laughter]

Q. Mr. President, who is in that coalition
of the willing now? Are France, Germany
out?

The President. You will find out who is
in the coalition of the willing. It is very
much like what happened prior to our get-
ting a resolution out of the United Nations.
Many of the punditry—of course, not
you—T{laughter]—but other punditry were
quick to say, “No one is going to follow
the United States of America.” And we got
a unanimous resolution out of the United
Nations.

The United States has made it clear our
intention, and our intention is to work with
the world for Saddam to disarm. He’s been
given ample time to disarm. We have had
ample time now to see that the tricks of
the past—he’s employing the tricks of the
past today. He’s giving people the run-
around. He wants to play hide-and-seek.
He’s got a vast country.

He wants to focus the attention of the
world on inspectors. This is not about in-
spectors; this is about a disarmed Iraq. He
has weapons of mass destruction, the
world’s deadliest weapons, which pose a di-
rect threat to the United States, our citi-
zens, and our friends and allies. He has
been told to disarm for 11 long years. He’s
not disarming.

This business about, you know, more
time—you know, how much time do we
need to see clearly that he’s not disarming?
As T said, this looks like a rerun of a bad
movie, and I'm not interested in watching
it.

All right, thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:35 a.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to President Saddam
Hussein of Iraq. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks. A portion of these
remarks could not be verified because the
tape was incomplete.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on Continued Operations of
United States Forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina

January 21, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In my report to the Congress of July
22, 2002, I provided information on the
deployment of combat-equipped U.S.
Armed Forces to Bosnia and Herzegovina
and other states in the region in order to
participate in and support the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization (NATO)-led Sta-
bilization Force (SFOR). The SFOR began
its mission and assumed authority from the
NATO-led Implementation Force on De-
cember 20, 1996. I am providing this sup-
plemental report, prepared by my Adminis-
tration and consistent with the War Powers

Resolution (Public Law 93-148), to help
ensure that the Congress is kept fully in-
formed on continued U.S. contributions in
support of peacekeeping efforts in the
former Yugoslavia.

The U.N. Security Council authorized
Member States to continue SFOR for a
period of 12 months in U.N. Security
Council Resolution 1423 of July 12, 2002.
The mission of SFOR is to provide a fo-
cused military presence in order to deter
hostilities, stabilize and consolidate the
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peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina, con-
tribute to a secure environment, and pro-
vide, within its means and capabilities, se-
lective support to key areas and key civil
implementation organizations.

The U.S. force contribution to SFOR in
Bosnia and Herzegovina is approximately
1,800 personnel. United States personnel
comprise approximately 15 percent of the
total SFOR force of approximately 12,000
personnel. During the second half of 2002,
18 NATO nations and 17 others, including
Russia, provided military personnel or other
support to SFOR. Most U.S. forces in Bos-
nia and Herzegovina are assigned to Multi-
national Brigade, North, headquartered in
the city of Tuzla. Additionally, U.S. military
personnel are deployed to other countries
in the region in support of SFOR. These
deployments include approximately 80 U.S.
military personnel deployed to Hungary
and Croatia to provide logistical and other
support. The U.S. forces continue to sup-
port SFOR efforts to apprehend persons
indicted for war crimes and to conduct

counter-terrorism operations. In the last 6
months, U.S. forces have not sustained any
combat-related fatalities.

I have directed the participation of U.S.
Armed Forces in these operations pursuant
to my constitutional authority to conduct
U.S. foreign relations and as Commander
in Chief and Chief Executive.

I am providing this report as part of my
efforts to keep the Congress fully informed
about developments in Bosnia and
Herzegovina and other states in the region.
I will continue to consult closely with the
Congress regarding our efforts to foster
peace and stability in the former Yugo-
slavia.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Ted Stevens, President pro
tempore of the Senate. This letter was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary
on January 22.

Telephone Remarks to the March for Life

January 22, 2003

The President. Well, thank you very
much, Nellie. I want to thank you very
much for including me in the celebration
of life. T want to thank the good folks there
on the Mall today. I'm calling you from
St. Louis, Missouri. I know there are some
from Missouri there, and like many others,
you’ve made great sacrifices to come to
Washington today. A lot of you have ridden
buses all night long, and I know youre
braving the cold. And I admire your perse-
verance, and I admire your devotion to the
cause of life.

You all are gathered today on the Na-
tional Mall, which is not far from the
monument to Thomas Jefferson who, as
you all know, is the author of our Declara-
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tion of Independence. And the March for
Life upholds the self-evident truth of that
Declaration, that all are created equal,
given the unalienable rights of life and lib-
erty and the pursuit of happiness. And that
principle of America needs defenders in
every place and every generation.

In our time, respect for the right to life
calls us to defend the sick and the dying,
persons with disabilities and birth defects,
and all who are weak and vulnerable. And
this self-evident truth calls us to value and
to protect the lives of innocent children
waiting to be born.

You and I share a commitment to build-
ing a culture of life in America, and we're
making progress. As the President, I have
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