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encourage Americans to extend a compas-
sionate hand to neighbors in need, and the
response has been strong. And our faith-
based charities are strong and vibrant all
across America. Policemen and firemen and
people who wear our Nation’s uniform are
reminding us what it means to sacrifice for
something greater than yourself. Once
again, the children of America believe in
heroes because they see them every day.

In these challenging times, the world has
seen the resolve and the courage of Amer-
ica. And I've been privileged to see the
compassion and the character of the Amer-
ican people. All the tests of the last 2%
years have come to the right Nation. We're
a strong country, and we use that strength
to defend the peace. We're an optimistic
country, confident in ourselves and in ideals
bigger than ourselves.

Abroad, we seek to lift whole nations
by spreading freedom. At home, we seek
to lift up lives by spreading opportunity
to every corner in America. This is the
work that history has set before us. We
welcome it, and we know that for our coun-
try and for our cause, better days lie ahead.

May God continue to bless America.
Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:05 p.m. in
the Grand Ballroom at the San Francisco Air-
port Marriott. In his remarks, he referred to
Brad Freeman, California State finance
chairman, Bush-Cheney "04, Inc.; Gerald L.
Parsky, chairman, Team California, Cali-
fornia Republican Party Board of Directors;
and comedian Dennis Miller.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Medicare Reform

Legislation
June 27, 2003

I applaud the House for taking a signifi-
cant step to help our Nation’s seniors.

This Medicare legislation broadly reflects
the reforms outlined in my framework that
give seniors the right to choose the health
care that best meets their individual needs,
including the option of staying in their tra-
ditional plan. It also modernizes Medicare
so seniors will have access to the newest

medical technologies and most effective
medicines.

Seniors have waited too long for more
choices and better benefits, including pre-
scription drug coverage, similar to the kind
now enjoyed by Federal employees and
Members of the Congress. I will continue
working closely with Congress during con-
ference to make improvements and pass
meaningful Medicare reform.

Statement on Senate Action on Medicare Reform Legislation

June 27, 2003

I commend the Senate for passing legis-
lation to strengthen and improve Medicare
for America’s seniors.

This legislation is largely consistent with
my framework for reform that allows sen-
iors to choose the health care that best
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