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referred to Chairman Yasser Arafat of the 
Palestinian Authority. A tape was not avail-

able for verification of the content of this 
interview.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Legislation To Ban 
Partial-Birth Abortion 
June 4, 2003 

I applaud the House for passing legisla-
tion banning partial-birth abortions. Passage 
of this important legislation is a shared pri-
ority that will help build a culture of life 

in America. I urge Congress to quickly re-
solve any differences and send me the final 
bill as soon as possible so that I can sign 
it into law. 

Memorandum on the Spectrum Policy for the 21st Century 
May 29, 2003 

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive 
Departments and Agencies 

Subject: Spectrum Policy for the 21st 
Century

The radio frequency spectrum is a vital 
and limited national resource. Spectrum 
contributes to significant technological in-
novation, job creation, and economic 
growth, and it enables military operations, 
communications among first responders to 
natural disasters and terrorist attacks, and 
scientific discovery. 

Recent years have witnessed an explosion 
of spectrum-based technologies and uses of 
wireless voice and data communications 
systems by businesses, consumers, and Gov-
ernment. Today there are over 140 million 
wireless phone customers and, increasingly, 
businesses and consumers are installing sys-
tems that use unlicensed spectrum to allow 
wireless data, called Wireless Fidelity 
(WiFi), on their premises. The Federal 
Government makes extensive use of spec-
trum for radars, communications, 
geolocation/navigation, space operations, 
and other national and homeland security 
needs. We must unlock the economic value 
and entrepreneurial potential of U.S. spec-

trum assets while ensuring that sufficient 
spectrum is available to support critical 
Government functions. 

The existing legal and policy framework 
for spectrum management has not kept 
pace with the dramatic changes in tech-
nology and spectrum use. Under the exist-
ing framework, the Government generally 
reviews every change in spectrum use, a 
process that is often slow and inflexible, 
and can discourage the introduction of new 
technology. Some spectrum users, including 
Government agencies, maintain that the ex-
isting spectrum process is insufficiently re-
sponsive to the need to protect current crit-
ical uses. 

My Administration is committed to pro-
moting the development and implementa-
tion of a U.S. spectrum policy for the 21st 
century that will: (a) foster economic 
growth; (b) ensure our national and home-
land security; (c) maintain U.S. global lead-
ership in communications technology devel-
opment and services; and (d) satisfy other 
vital U.S. needs in areas such as public 
safety, scientific research, Federal transpor-
tation infrastructure, and law enforcement. 
My Administration has already proposed 
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