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maintain our joint American astronaut and
Russian cosmonaut teams on board the ISS
until the Space Shuttle returns to {flight.

We confirm our mutual aspiration to en-
sure the continued assembly and viability
of the International Space Station as a
world-class research facility, relying on our
unprecedented experience of bilateral and
multilateral interaction in space. We reaf-

firm our commitment to the mission of
human space flight and are prepared to
take energetic steps to enhance our co-
operation in the application of space tech-
nology and techniques.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Joint Statement by President George W. Bush and President Vladimir V.
Putin on the New Strategic Relationship

June 1, 2003

On May 24, 2002, we pledged to build
a new strategic relationship between the
United States of America and the Russian
Federation. We declared our partnership,
and our commitment to work together to
advance stability, security, and prosperity
for our peoples, and to work jointly to
counter global challenges and help resolve
regional conflicts. We also declared that
where we had differences, we would work
to resolve them in a spirit of mutual re-
spect.

We have met again to reaffirm our Na-
tions’ partnership and our commitment to
meet together the challenges of the 21st
century.

With the completion of the ratification
procedures by the United States Senate,
and the two houses of the Russian Federal
Assembly, we have been able to exchange
instruments of ratification for the Moscow

Treaty on Strategic Offensive Reductions.
The Treaty takes effect immediately. The
deep reductions of strategic nuclear war-
heads that it codifies are another indication
of the transformed relationship between
our two countries.

We will intensify efforts to confront the
global threats of terrorism, and the pro-
liferation of weapons of mass destruction
and their means of delivery, that threaten
our peoples and freedom-loving peoples
around the world.

In this regard, we declare our intention
to advance concrete joint projects in the
area of missile defense which will help
deepen relations between the United States
and Russia.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Sanctions Under the Foreign Narcotics

Kingpin Designation Act
May 29, 2003

Dear ;
I transmit herewith my designation of the
following four foreign persons and three
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foreign entities as appropriate for sanctions
under section 804(b) of the Foreign Nar-
cotics Kingpin Act, 21 U.S.C. 1901-1908,
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and report my direction of sanctions against
them under that Act:
Juan Jose Esparragoza Moreno
Jose Albino Quintero Meraz
Hector Luis Palma Salazar
United Wa State Army
Leonardo Dias Mendonca
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia
(Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de
Colombia, “FARC”)
United Self-Defense Forces of Colombia
(Autodefensas Unidas de Colombia,
“AUC”)

Sincerely,
GEORGE W. BusH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Richard
G. Lugar, chairman, Senate Committee on

Foreign Relations; John W. Warner, chair-
man, Senate Committee on Armed Services;
Charles E. Grassley, chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on Finance; Pat Roberts, chairman,
Senate Select Committee on Intelligence;
Orrin G. Hatch, chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on the Judiciary; Henry J. Hyde,
chairman, House Committee on Inter-
national Relations; Duncan Hunter, chair-
man, House Committee on Armed Services;
Christopher Cox, chairman, House Select
Committee on Homeland Security; Porter ]J.
Goss, chairman, House Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence; F. James Sen-
senbrenner, Jr., chairman, House Committee
on the Judiciary; and William M. Thomas,
chairman, House Committee on Ways and
Means. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on June 2.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With President Jacques Chirac of France and
an Exchange With Reporters in Evian-les-Bains, France

June 2, 2003

President Bush. First of all, I want to
thank Jacques Chirac for his warm hospi-
tality. We've had a really good meeting.
This morning we talked about our common
desires to grow our economies. I thought
it was a very interesting and fantastic meet-
ing; I really did.

Today I'm going to meet with Jacques
here in a little bit and ask his advice on
the Middle East. He’s a man who knows
a lot about the Middle East. He has got
good judgment about the Middle East, and
we will spend some time discussing that.

I know there’s a lot of people in both
our countries wondering whether or not we
could actually sit down and have a com-
fortable conversation. And the answer is:
Absolutely. We can have disagreements, but
that doesn’t mean we have to be disagree-
able to each other. And so I'm very glad
I came and would say absolutely that this
has been a very helpful and a positive

meeting. So thank you, sir, for your hospi-

tality.

[At this point, President Chirac spoke in
French, and no translation was provided.]

President Bush. We've agreed to take one
question apiece. Terry [Terry Moran, ABC
News], do you want to ask a question?

President’s Upcoming Visit to Egypt

Q. Mr. President, can you tell us your
expectations for the summit in Sharm el-
Sheikh? And what are you hearing from
the region?

President Bush. Well, first let me talk
about my expectations for the G-8. They
have been met. I was hoping to come to
Europe and to say that a united Europe
working with America can do a lot of good.
We can do a lot of good on issues such
as fighting terror or working on matters
such as proliferation. We can do a lot of
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