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attention. In other words, a lot of Polish
Americans have yet to express themselves
to the point where it has become an issue
here in the White House.

I think it’s very important—let me speak
to the broader issue of Jewish relations
around the world. It is very important for
all of us to reject anti-Semitism wherever
it is found, just like it’s very important for
us to reject those who condemn Islam. Our
Nation is one that believes in freedom of
religion, and we respect and tolerate peo-
ple’s religious faiths, no matter what their
faith.

And so my greater concern about Juda-
ism and Europe is that society resist and
thwart a culture which would tolerate any
kind of antireligious fervor, anti-Semitism,
or an anti-Islamic bent. In other words,
one of the things I did I thought was most
important was right after September 11th,
went to a Islamic center here. I wanted
to send a signal that the evil people who
hijacked a great religion should not con-
demn that religion. In other words, Ameri-
cans shouldn’t hold Islam accountable for
the deaths.

And so one of the things we believe here
in America is religious tolerance. And I will
continue to speak out on religious toler-
ances in a clear fashion.

As I said, I'm going to Auschwitz for
a reason. I want to go—I want to see
Auschwitz. I've studied a lot of history. I've
been told it’s a powerful experience. But
I also want to send a clear signal that all
of us must work together to make sure
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Upcoming Visit to Poland

Q. Mr. President, in a few hours you
begin your quite unexpected visit to Poland.
Are you going to Krakow just to thank us

that kind of evil never happens again to
anybody.

At any rate, I'm looking forward to going.
I want to thank you all for your interest.
Very good interview. Pass those books over
here.

22d Amendment

Q. Mr. President?

The President. Yes.

Q. What do you think about a third pres-
idential term in the United States?

The President. Against it. [Laughter] T'm
only supportive of a second term these
days. [Laughter]

NoOTE: The interview was taped at 10:11 a.m.
on May 29 in the Roosevelt Room at the
White House for later broadcast. The tran-
script was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on May 30. In his remarks, the
President referred to President Vladimir
Putin of Russia; Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
of Israel; Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas
(Abu Mazen) and Finance Minister Salam
Fayyad of the Palestinian Authority; Presi-
dent Hosni Mubarak of Egypt; King
Abdullah II of Jordan; Gen. Tommy R.
Franks, USA, combatant commander, U.S.
Central Command; L. Paul Bremer 111, Pres-
idential Envoy to Iraq; Amir Hamad bin
Khalifa Al Thani of Qatar; President Jacques
Chirac of France; former President Saddam
Hussein of Iraq; Crown Prince Abdullah of
Saudi Arabia; and Prime Minister Junichiro
Koizumi of Japan. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of this inter-
view.

for our support and participation in the war
in Iraq?

The President. That’'s one reason I'm
going to Krakow. I think it’s very important
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for the Polish people to understand how
deeply Americans appreciate their sacrifice
and their courage and their willingness to
work with us in Iraq and in Afghanistan.

I'm also going to Auschwitz to remind
people that we must confront evil when
we find it, and there’s no better place to
remind people that there has been evil in
the world than at Auschwitz. I'm also going
to talk about the great spirit of the Polish
people, and I'm looking forward to it. I
will have been to Poland now twice since—
in my Presidency, and there’s a reason, be-
cause I have a special fondness for Poland.

European Response to Poland’s Role in Iraq

Q. Mr. President, as you probably know,
we've been strongly criticized for our sup-
port to America. President Chirac started
by telling us that we lost our chance to
sit quietly. German press called us Amer-
ican trojan donkey in Europe—not even
a horse, American trojan donkey. How do
you perceive these opinions from American
perspective?

The President. 1 think it's unfortunate
that some of the countries in Europe will
try to bully Poland for standing up for what
you think—what they think is right. And
I'm going to say in my speech, Poland
needs to be in the EU and Poland can
be a friend of the United States and the
two are not in conflict. I'm also going to
remind the countries of Europe that we
must work together. We don’t need divides
between us. We need to work together to
achieve big objectives, which is to fight ter-
ror, to fight global poverty, to fight AIDS,
and to promote freedom.

Q. But Mr. President, aren’t you afraid
that, for our support to America, we might
be isolated in the future united Europe,
which we are about to enter?

The President. No, 1 don’t think you will
be isolated. I think Poland is too important
a country to be isolated. I think the days
of harsh lecturing are over with. I think
Poland is going to be such an important
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member of the EU that people will wel-
come Poland’s entry with open arms.

No, I don’t think so. I think that was
a heated rhetoric of the moment.

Q. But thanks to your decision we are
going to run one of the zones in Iraq. And
of course our EU partners do not want
to be there with us. They say that were
new, we're unexperienced, and we simply
do not deserve getting what we got. And
aren’t you afraid that we may fail in Iraq,
or are you absolutely sure that you made
the right decision?

The President. T'm absolutely sure I
made the right decision.

Q. Why?

The President. Because I've seen the Pol-
ish troops in action. And I know President
Kwasniewski, and I know the spirit of the
Polish people. And there’s no doubt in my
mind that Poland will be able to accomplish
the objectives we set out together.

And it was also—the critics need to
watch very carefully what's happening.
NATO is going to support the Polish efforts
inside of Iraq. Poland will not be alone.
Poland will have plenty of support. Poland
is a member of this coalition of the willing,
who stood up for freedom and stood up
for peace and stood up for security. And
Poland also recognizes that there’s more
work to do. And I'm—also I'm going to
Poland to thank the Polish people for car-
ing about freedom in other parts of the
world.

Iragi Weapons of Mass Destruction

Q. But still, those countries who didn’t
support the Iraqi Freedom operation use
the same argument, weapons of mass de-
struction haven’t been found. So what argu-
ment will you use now to justify this war?

The President. We found the weapons
of mass destruction. We found biological
laboratories. You remember when Colin
Powell stood up in front of the world, and
he said, “Iraq has got laboratories, mobile
labs to build biological weapons.” They're
illegal. They're against the United Nations
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resolutions, and we’ve so far discovered
two. And we'll find more weapons as time
goes on. But for those who say we haven't
found the banned manufacturing devices or
banned weapons, they're wrong. We found
them.

Poland-U.S. Relations

Q. Mr. President, the last question. Com-
ing back to your trip to Warsaw. Two years
ago you quoted a very popular song in Po-
land, “On that wheat field I'm going to
build my San Francisco, over the molehill,
I'm going to build my bank.” And there
are such places in Poland in which people
believe they could build a little San Fran-
cisco, if, for example, they have American
military base in their neighborhood. What
would you tell these people today, Mr.
President?

The President. Well, Tm telling them
that we're looking at all options, of course.
I make no promises, but we will remember
who our friends are. And the Polish people
have been strong friends of the United
States. And for that, we are very grateful.

Q. Thank you very much, Mr. President,
and here’s something for you. They
couldn’t come for a concert to play for
you, the—the songs that you quoted, and
they wrote it here: “To Mr. President Bush,
fond greetings from the mountains, and
hope you enjoy it.”

The President. Oh, thank you so very
much. I'm honored. I look forward to lis-
tening to this. I've got just the CD player
to use, right upstairs in the residence here.

Q. That's great. It’'s number three on
that CD.

The President. Well, thanks.

Q. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview was taped at 2:28 p.m.
on May 29 in the Library at the White House
for later broadcast, and the transcript was
embargoed for release by the Office of the
Press Secretary until 1:30 p.m. on May 30.
In his remarks, the President referred to
President Aleksander Kwasniewski of Po-
land. A reporter referred to President
Jacques Chirac of France. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this
interview.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting Documentation on the
Extension of Normal Trade Relations Status for Vietnam

May 29, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

I hereby transmit the document referred
to in subsection 402(d)(1) of the Trade Act
of 1974 (the “Act”), as amended, with re-
spect to the continuation of a waiver of
application of subsections (a) and (b) of
section 402 of the Act to Vietnam. This
document constitutes my recommendation
to continue in effect this waiver for a fur-
ther 12-month period and includes my de-
termination that continuation of the waiver
currently in effect for Vietnam will substan-
tially promote the objectives of section 402

of the Act and my reasons for such deter-
mination.
Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released
by the Office of the Press Secretary on May
30. An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter. The
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