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May 15 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:40 p.m. on 
the West Grounds at the Capitol. In his re-
marks, he referred to Chuck Canterbury, na-
tional president, Steve Young, former na-
tional president, and James O. Pasco, Jr., ex-
ecutive director, Fraternal Order of Police; 
Aliza Clark, president, Fraternal Order of 
Police Auxiliary; New York City Police Com-

missioner Raymond W. Kelly; entertainer 
Marc Anthony; and Tucson, AZ, police offi-
cer Jamie McCarthy, who sang the national 
anthem. The Peace Officers Memorial Day 
and Police Week proclamation of May 9 is 
listed in Appendix D at the end of this vol-
ume.

Statement on the Indonesia-Free Aceh Movement Decision To Resume 
Discussions on Implementation of the Cessation of Hostilities Agreement 
May 15, 2003 

The United States welcomes the decision 
of the Government of Indonesia and the 
leadership of the Free Aceh Movement 
(GAM) to resume discussions in Tokyo this 
weekend aimed at implementing the De-
cember 2002 Cessation of Hostilities Agree-
ment (COHA) between Indonesia and the 
GAM. The United States strongly supports 
efforts to pursue a negotiated peace in 
Aceh within the framework of a unified 
Indonesia.

I commend President Megawati for dem-
onstrating her Government’s commitment 
to the Aceh peace process and for her will-
ingness to go the extra mile in pursuit of 

peace. In returning to the negotiating table, 
the two sides are taking a concrete step 
toward a better future for the people of 
Aceh. I call on the leadership of the GAM 
to renew its commitment to a peaceful so-
lution in Aceh and for both sides to pursue 
good faith implementation of the COHA. 
The United States appreciates the deter-
mined efforts of the Henri Dunant Center 
to advance the cause of peace and justice 
for Aceh. I also wish to thank Prime Min-
ister Koizumi and the Government of Japan 
for hosting the negotiations between Indo-
nesia and the GAM and taking an active 
leadership role in this process. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Protocol of 1997 To Amend the 
International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution From Ships 
May 15, 2003 

To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit herewith, for the advice and 

consent of the Senate to its ratification, the 
Protocol of 1997 to Amend the Inter-
national Convention for the Prevention of 
Pollution from Ships, 1973, as Modified by 
the Protocol of 1978 thereto (hereinafter 
the ‘‘Protocol of 1997’’). The Protocol of 
1997, which would add Annex VI, Regula-
tions for the Prevention of Air Pollution 

from Ships, to the International Convention 
for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 
1973, as Modified by the Protocol of 1978 
(hereinafter the ‘‘MARPOL Convention’’), 
was signed by the United States on Decem-
ber 22, 1998. I also enclose, for the infor-
mation of the Senate, the report of the 
Department of State and its attached anal-
ysis of the Protocol of 1997, as well as 
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