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The SEC and Justice Department are
the referees of corporate conduct. Under
my budget, they will have every resource
they need to enforce the laws that punish
fraud and protect investors.

I ask the Congress to support these en-
forcement measures and to pass my
growth-and-jobs plan as soon as possible.
Our country has made great progress in
restoring investor confidence and putting
the recession behind us. We cannot be sat-
isfied, however, until every corporate
wrongdoer is held to account, and every

part of our economy is strong, and every
person who wants to work can find a job.
Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:45
a.m. on January 10 in the Cabinet Room at
the White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m.
on January 11. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
January 10 but was embargoed for release
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Modifying Duty-Free Treatment Under
the Generalized System of Preferences To Include Afghanistan

January 10, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

I am writing to inform you of my intent
to add Afghanistan to the list of beneficiary
developing countries and to the list of least-
developed beneficiary developing countries
under the Generalized System of Pref-
erences (GSP). I have carefully considered
the criteria identified in sections 501 and
502 of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended.
In light of these criteria, I have determined
that it is appropriate to extend GSP bene-
ficiary developing country and least-devel-
oped beneficiary developing country bene-
fits to Afghanistan.

This notice is submitted in accordance
with section 502(f) of the Trade Act of
1974.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: Letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives, and Richard B. Cheney, President of
the Senate. This letter was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on January 13.
An original was not available for verification
of the content of this letter. The related proc-
lamation of January 10 is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on United States
Individuals Involved in the Antinarcotics Campaign in Colombia

January 13, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Pursuant to section 3204(f), title III,
chapter 2 of the Emergency Supplemental
Act, 2000 (the “Act”), as enacted in the
Military Construction Appropriations Act,

2001, Public Law 106-246, I am providing
a report prepared by my Administration
that provides “the aggregate number, loca-
tions, activities, and lengths of assignment

47



Jan. 14 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

for all temporary and permanent U.S. mili-
tary personnel and U.S. individual civilians
retained as contractors involved in the
antinarcotics campaign in Colombia.”

In so doing, I note and appreciate the
continued strong bipartisan support given
to U.S. programs assisting Colombia in the
Act and elsewhere.

This report is classified because of force
protection considerations and the high level
of terrorist threat in Colombia. However,
the aggregate numbers given below are un-
classified.

The report indicates that as of November
13, 2002, the end of this reporting period,
there were 267 temporary and permanent
U.S. military personnel and 270 U.S. civil-

ians retained as individual contractors in
Colombia involved in supporting Plan Co-
lombia. This report further indicates that
during September, October, and November
2002, these figures never exceeded the ceil-
ings established in section 3204(b) of the
Act, as amended.
Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Janu-
ary 14.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With President Aleksander Kwasniewski of
Poland and an Exchange With Reporters

January 14, 2003

President Bush. What we're going to do
here is have a couple of opening state-
ments, two questions from the American
press, two questions from the Polish press.

Let me first start by saying how much
I'm honored that my friend the President
of Poland is back in Washington. We're
thrilled you're here. My only regret is that
you didn’t bring your beautiful wife with
you, the First Lady of Poland.

But we're here to have a substantive talk
on a lot of issues, issues ranging from the
war on terror to the recent decision by
the Polish Government on the purchase of
U.S.-made aircraft, how best to implement
that decision, to let the Polish people ben-
efit so the decision is not only good for
the defense ministry of Poland, but it’s
good for the people of Poland.

And the President cares deeply about the
people of Poland, and we’ll have a good
discussion along those lines. I've got no
better friend in Europe today than Poland.
One of the reasons why is because this
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man has made a commitment to work to-
gether, as equal partners, in the war on
terror, on the desire to lift the—find free-
dom for people who live in misery.

And so Mr. President, were so glad
you're back, and welcome back to the Oval
Office.

President Kwasniewski. Thank you.

President Bush. 1 appreciate you.

President Kwasniewski. Mr. President,
dear friends, so after very short time—be-
cause I paid official visit to the United
States July last year—I am again in Oval
Office, in White House in Washington, and
I think this is a good sign that our coopera-
tion, our relations are very active and very
friendly.

Now we’ll have consultations. We will
discuss all the problems concerning war
against terror, at the national situation. And
I think today is the best time to discuss,
because before action, before last decisions,
it’s necessary to exchange opinions, of expe-
riences, of some ideas. And that is very
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