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budget—control spending on the one hand, 
and on the other hand, in order to get 
rid of the deficit, you boost revenues com-
ing into the Treasury by encouraging eco-
nomic growth and vitality. 

I’m concerned about the deficit but not 
as concerned about the deficit as I am 
about people trying to find work. I’m more 
worried about the person looking for work. 
And therefore, we’ve got a plan that is ro-
bust and strong, that encourages economic 
vitality and growth, so our fellow citizen 
can get to work and get to work soon. 

You all can make a difference in this 
debate. Not only the people present in this 
room can make a difference, but people 
who are listening across the country can 
make a difference. That’s why they’ve got 
e-mails—[laughter]—or telephones or, in 
some cases, buses. People on the Hill are 
responsive to the voice of their fellow citi-
zens.

So thanks for coming, to be a part of 
a process that distinguishes—that really dis-
tinguishes us in many ways from many 
parts of the world, a process in which the 
citizen can make a difference, part of the 
process that says democracy is by far the 
fairest way for people to live. And that’s 
what we believe. 

We believe strongly in certain principles. 
We believe in the dignity of every single 
human being. That’s why we want to make 
sure—that’s why we care when we hear 
somebody can’t find a work. That’s why 
we grieve when a fellow citizen who wants 

to work can’t find a job, and that’s why 
we’ve put policies out there that promote 
growth and economic vitality. But we not 
only believe in the dignity of every Amer-
ican; we believe in the dignity of every 
person. See, we believe that freedom is the 
Almighty God’s gift to each and every per-
son on this—who lives on this globe. That’s 
what we believe. 

You’re representing the best of a free 
society. The willingness to speak out really 
does speak to the great freedoms of Amer-
ica, and we hold those freedoms dear. We 
believe in freedom not only for our own 
people, but we believe in freedom for those 
who are enslaved. We believe so strongly 
in freedom that we’re willing sometimes to 
take risk for not only our own freedoms 
but the freedoms of others. That’s the great 
thing about our country. We’re a strong 
country. We’re a confident country, but 
we’re also a compassionate country that be-
lieves in values and principles that will en-
dure the test of time. 

Thank you for coming to Washington to 
exercise your freedom. May God bless you 
all, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:31 a.m. in 
the Hall of Flags at the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce. In his remarks, he referred to 
Luke and Daniel Brindley, owners, Jammin’ 
Java; and former President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript 
of these remarks. 

Remarks on the Appointment of L. Paul Bremer III as Presidential Envoy 
to Iraq and an Exchange With Reporters 
May 6, 2003 

The President. Today it’s my honor to 
announce that Jerry Bremer has agreed to 
become the Presidential Envoy to Iraq. In 
selecting Jerry Bremer, our country will be 
sending one of our best citizens. He’s a 

man of enormous experience, a person who 
knows how to get things done. He’s a can- 
do type person. He shares the same values 
as the American—most Americans share, 
and that is our deep desire to have an 
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orderly country in Iraq that is free and 
at peace, where the average citizen has a 
chance to achieve his or her dreams. 

The Ambassador goes with the full bless-
ings of this administration and the full con-
fidence of all of us in this administration 
that he can get the job done. 

So, Mr. Ambassador, thanks for taking 
this on. I’m proud of you, and I appreciate 
so very much you’re willing to sacrifice not 
only on behalf of our country but on behalf 
of the people of Iraq who deserve a free 
and democratic society. Good luck to you. 

Ambassador Bremer. Thank you, Mr. 
President.

The President. I’ll answer some ques-
tions.

Yes.

Resignation of Office of Management and 
Budget Director Mitchell Daniels, Jr. 

Q. Mr. President, how did Mitch Daniels 
explain his resignation today? And does that 
departure affect your prospects for a tax 
package on the Hill? 

The President. Mitch told me that he 
wants to go back home to the State of 
Indiana and perhaps pursue a run for polit-
ical office. I told him, I said, ‘‘Mitch, we’re 
going to miss you a lot in this administra-
tion.’’ He has served us well. He has been 
a really good watchdog of the taxpayers’ 
money. And you know, I’m going to miss 
him. On the other hand, this administra-
tion’s loss is the gain of the people of Indi-
ana.

And we’re going to get a tax package 
through because it’s the right thing to do, 
and I hope Congress acts decisively and 
boldly. I put up a package that will increase 
the number of new jobs by a million folks 
at the end of 2004. And I expect them 
to understand, there’s a lot of people look-
ing for work, and the burden is on them 
right now. And we’re going to send a lot 
of people up there from around the coun-
try, and we’ll be sending our own folks 
here in the administration to work with 
Members of the Congress to remind them 

that the size of the tax package will depend 
on them, and the bigger the package, the 
more likely it is that people are going to 
find a job here. 

Randy [Randall Mikkelsen, Reuters]. 
Q. Mr. President, following up briefly on 

Scott’s [Scott Lindlaw, Associated Press] 
question, will fiscal discipline be as high 
on the qualification list for Mitch Daniels’ 
successor as it was when he entered office? 

The President. First of all, fiscal dis-
cipline was high on my agenda. And there-
fore, anybody that works for me will place 
a premium on fiscal discipline. It turns out 
that the—that appropriators love to appro-
priate here in Washington. Given a pot of 
money, they will appropriate it, unless 
there’s an administration willing to fight on 
behalf of the taxpayers. This administration 
is willing to fight on behalf of the taxpayers. 
We will insist upon fiscal discipline here 
in Washington, DC. 

Angle [Jim Angle, FOX News]. 

Iraqi Weapons Lab 
Q. Mr. President, Defense officials are 

now saying they are confident they have 
found a mobile biological lab, exactly what 
Secretary Powell described before the 
United Nations. Are you aware of the de-
tails? What can you tell us about that? And 
has Secretary Rumsfeld given you any de-
tails?

The President. I’m not surprised if we 
begin to uncover the weapons program of 
Saddam Hussein because he had a weapons 
program. I will leave the details of your 
question to the experts, but one thing we 
know is that he had a weapons program. 
We also know he spent years trying to hide 
the weapons program. And over time, the 
truth will come out and the American peo-
ple will see that when we rid Saddam Hus-
sein from—got him out of power, we made 
America more secure. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:19 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House, fol-
lowing a meeting with Secretary of Defense 
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Donald H. Rumsfeld. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to former President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq. The Office of the Press Secretary 

also released a Spanish language transcript 
of these remarks. 

Remarks at the Signing Ceremony for the United States-Singapore Free 
Trade Agreement 
May 6, 2003 

Thank you. Good afternoon, and wel-
come to the White House. I’m honored 
to host Prime Minister Goh as we sign 
an historic free trade agreement between 
the United States and Singapore. 

Our two countries have a proud history 
of friendship and cooperation. We’re work-
ing together to meet the threats of a new 
era, and we share a belief in the power 
of free enterprise and free trade to improve 
lives. The U.S.-Singapore Free Trade 
Agreement marks a crucial step forward for 
both our countries. And with the approval 
of the Congress, this agreement will help 
generate well-paying jobs and opportunities 
for people in Singapore and in the United 
States.

The Prime Minister is a man with whom 
I enjoy good conversations. He’s got good 
advice, and I’m proud to call him friend. 

I appreciate so very much our—members 
of my Cabinet who are here: the Secretary 
of State; Secretary of Commerce; Trade 
Minister Robert Zoellick, Ambassador 
Zoellick. I want to thank very much the 
Singaporean delegation for coming. Ma-
dame Ambassador, it’s good to see you 
again. I appreciate our Ambassador, Frank 
Lavin, for being here, and I appreciate his 
service to our country. 

I’m so grateful for the Members of Con-
gress for being here. Thank you all for 
coming—strong free-traders, people who 
believe in the possibility of trade, in the 
hope of trade. I want to thank members 
of our business community who are here. 
Mr. Prime Minister, you’ve drawn quite a 
crowd. [Laughter]

America supports free trade because it 
creates new opportunities for millions of 
people, new wealth for entire nations, and 
benefits that are widely shared. NAFTA 
and the Uruguay Round, for example, show 
us what free trade can accomplish. They’ve 
created more choices and lower prices for 
consumers, raising living standards for a 
typical American family of four by at least 
$2,000 a year. Free trade has a direct ben-
efit for our citizens. 

In NAFTA’s first 6 years, more than half 
of Mexico’s new manufacturing jobs were 
connected to trade. Trade helps people in 
our neighborhood. It helps people find 
work. A prosperous neighborhood is in the 
interest of the United States of America. 
Trade helps people emerge from poverty. 
Trade helps people realize their hopes and 
ambitions. Trade is an important part of 
improving the lives of people around the 
globe.

And that’s why this administration strong-
ly stands for free trade. From the first days 
of this administration, we have been work-
ing to extend the benefits of trade to every 
region of the world. We’re a leader in the 
negotiations of the WTO. We’ve advanced 
bold proposals to open up global markets. 
We seek to build on the success of NAFTA 
with the Free Trade Area of the Americas. 

We’re also encouraging the free flow of 
trade and investment in the Pacific, among 
our partners in APEC and ASEAN. Amer-
ica has implemented a free trade agree-
ment with Jordan, our first ever with an 
Arab nation. And we’re finalizing our pact 
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