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concerned about your fellow Arkansas cit-
izen who’s anxious to put food on the table
but can’t find a job. And remind them the
best way to find a job—the best way to
help somebody find a job is to stimulate
the private sector, is to stimulate small-
business growth, to let people keep more
of their own money. And you might just
remind them that we know whose money
it is we’re talking about in Washington, DC.
It's the people’s money in the State of Ar-
kansas.

And I want to thank you all for giving
me the chance to come by and say hello.
It’s been an unbelievable experience to be
your President. It's an unimaginable honor
to be the President of such a fabulous
country. I say “fabulous country” because
there is no doubt in my mind we can
achieve anything we put our mind to.
There’s no doubt in my mind that we can
have a strong economy. And there’s no
doubt in my mind that the world is going
to be more peaceful and more free because
of the United States of America.

You see, we hold values dear to our
heart. We believe in human dignity. We
believe every individual has worth. We be-
lieve in respect. We believe in tolerance.
But the thing we hold most dear to our
heart is we believe in the power of free-
dom.

Thank you all for coming. May God bless
you all, and may God bless America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m. in
the Music Hall at the Robinson Center. In
his remarks, he referred to Lt. Gov. Win
Rockefeller of Arkansas; Mayor Jim Dailey
of Little Rock; former President Saddam
Hussein of Iraq; Maura Lozano-Yancy,
owner, Cross Cultural Development Group;
Mary and Pete Peterson, owners, Arkansas
Packaging Products, Inc.; Richard
Derickson, owner, Hiwasse Manufacturing
Co.; Gordon Whitbeck, chief executive offi-
cer, Whitbeck Laboratories; and James
Davis, owner, Davis Agency. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish
language transcript of these remarks.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of Deborah L. Cook as a United States

Court of Appeals Circuit Judge
May 5, 2003

I commend the Senate for confirming
Deborah Cook to be a Judge on the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. She
has served with distinction as an Ohio Su-
preme Court justice and is known for her
integrity and outstanding legal ability. She
has led a distinguished legal career, and
she will make a superb appellate court
judge.

Justice Cook was first nominated on May
9, 2001, and has waited nearly 2 years for
a vote. Some in the Senate continue to
engage in obstructionist tactics and are pre-
venting votes on two very qualified nomi-

nees who were also nominated on May 9,
2001, Miguel Estrada and Priscilla Owen.

Our justice system relies upon an inde-
pendent court system, and when there are
vacancies, the American people suffer. I
again call on the Senate to put an end
to the delays and to hold an up-or-down
vote on all judicial nominees within a rea-
sonable amount of time, regardless of who
is President or which party controls the
Senate.
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