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world, must come together to make sure
institutions like the TAEA are effective at
stopping proliferation.

It's another reason, by the way, for us
to also advance the missile defense systems,
because the missile defense system will
make it less likely that a nuclear country
could blackmail us or Japan or any one
of our friends.

Mr. Brokaw. And Al Qaida?

The President. Yes, we're on the hunt
on Al Qaida.

Mr. Brokaw. Has it diminished 50 per-
cent, 70 percent?

The President. 1 can’t give you a number,
but it’s certainly diminished. And Khalid
Sheikh Mohammed’s arrest, right before
the Iragi war, was a blow to the Al Qaida
network. They’re still moving around. And
we're watching. And were moving. We're
cutting off money. There are some parts
of Afghanistan where we think some are
hiding, and we've got—we’re on their trail.

The other day, for example, in the Situa-
tion Room, we had Tommy up, and he
gave us a briefing on Iraq. He’s the
CENTCOM commander, as you know, also
responsible for Afghanistan, and then the
general in place in Afghanistan came up.
So we split the briefing between Iraq and
Afghanistan. And it was an important brief-
ing because he was telling us troop strength
and troop strategies as well as how well
the country is beginning to get on its feet.

But the point I'm trying to make is, is
that we are constantly moving against Al
Qaida in Afghanistan as we speak or as
we conduct the Iraq theater.

Mr. Brokaw. Mr. President, thank you
very much for your time today. We really
appreciate it.

The President. I enjoyed it.

NoOTE: The interview was taped at 11:14 a.m.
aboard Air Force One for later broadcast. In
his remarks, the President referred to former
President Saddam Hussein and former Infor-
mation Minister Muhammad Said Kazim al-
Sahhaf of Iraq; Prime Minister Tony Blair
of the United Kingdom; President Jose Maria
Aznar of Spain; former National Security Ad-
viser Brent Scowcroft; journalists George
Will and Bill Kristol; Prime Minister
Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) and Chair-
man Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Author-
ity; Melanie Bloom, widow of NBC journalist
David Bloom, who died of natural causes in
Operation Iraqi Freedom; country music
group the Dixie Chicks; Ashley Estes, Per-
sonal Secretary to the President; Blake
Gottesman, Personal Aide to the President;
Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida ter-
rorist organization; and Khalid Sheikh
Muhammed, senior Al Qaida leader respon-
sible for planning the September 11, 2001,
terrorist attack, who was captured in Pakistan
on March 1, 2003. A portion of this interview
could not be verified because the tape was
incomplete.

Message on the Observance of Armenian Remembrance Day, 2003

April 24, 2003

Today marks the anniversary of a hor-
rible tragedy, the mass killings and forced
exile of countless Armenians in the final
days of the Ottoman Empire. Many Arme-
nians refer to these appalling events as the
“great calamity,” reflecting a deep sorrow
that continues to haunt them and their
neighbors, the Turkish people. The suf-

fering that befell the Armenian people in
1915 is a tragedy for all humanity, which
the world should not forget. I join the Ar-
menian-American community and Arme-
nians around the world in mourning the
horrendous loss of life.

I also salute our wise and bold friends
from Armenia and Turkey who are coming
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together in a spirit of reconciliation to con-
sider these events and their significance.
I applaud them for rising above bitterness,
and taking action to create a better future.
I wish them success, building on their re-
cent and significant achievements, as they
work together in a spirit of hope and un-
derstanding.

As we remember those who perished and
suffered, we salute the nation of Armenia,
and Armenians everywhere. The United
States is grateful for the contributions of
Armenian Americans to our national life.
Generations of Armenians have employed
wisdom, courage, and centuries-old tradi-
tions to overcome great suffering and en-
rich their adopted American homeland.

The United States is proud to be a friend
of Armenia, a young state with an ancient
heritage. We are deepening our partnership

to help achieve a secure, prosperous, and
dignified future for the citizens of Armenia.
The United States is committed to achiev-
ing a just and lasting settlement to the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. We will also
continue to help Armenia as it strives to
strengthen its democracy and market econ-
omy.

On behalf of the American people, I
send solemn wishes to the Armenian people
on this day of remembrance. Our nations
stand together, determined to create a fu-
ture of peace, prosperity, and freedom for
the citizens of our countries, for our re-
gions, and for the world.

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Statement on Signing the Clean Diamond Trade Act

April 25, 2003

I have today signed into law H.R. 1584,
the “Clean Diamond Trade Act.” The Act
enables this Nation to implement proce-
dures developed by more than 50 countries
to exclude rough “conflict diamonds” from
international trade, while promoting legiti-
mate trade. Conflict diamonds have been
used by rebel groups in Africa to finance
their atrocities committed on civilian popu-
lations and their insurrections against inter-
nationally recognized governments. The
United States has played a key role over
the past 2 years in forging an international
consensus to curb such damaging trade and
has therefore strongly supported the “Kim-
berley Process.” Diamonds also are critical
to the economic growth and development
of African and other countries, so pre-
serving their legitimate trade is an impor-
tant foreign policy objective.

This Act directs the President to imple-
ment regulations to carry out the Kimberley
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Process Certification Scheme (KPCS). Al-
though under this Act I have discretion to
issue regulations consistent with future
changes to the KPCS, under the Constitu-
tion, the President cannot be bound to ac-
cept or follow changes that might be made
to the KPCS at some future date absent
subsequent legislation. I will construe this
Act accordingly.

Section 15 of the Act provides that the
legislation takes effect on the date the
President certifies to the Congress that ei-
ther of two specified events has occurred.
The first event is that “an applicable waiver
that has been granted by the World Trade
Organization is in effect.” The second event
is that “an applicable decision in a resolu-
tion adopted by the United Nations Secu-
rity Council pursuant to Chapter VII of
the Charter of the United Nations is in
effect.” Once the Act takes effect, it “shall
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