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earnings and cut into tax revenues and cre-
ated a budget deficit. And in this time of
war, I can assure you this Government is
spending what is necessary to win the war.
But the Congress must also understand
this: The American people deserve and ex-
pect spending discipline in Washington,
DC. With spending discipline and with
progrowth policies, we will expand the
economy and help bring down this deficit.

This growth-and-jobs package is essential
in the short run; it’s an immediate boost
to the economy. And these proposals will
help stimulate investment and put more
people back to work, is what we want to
have happen. They are essential for the
long run as well, to lay the groundwork
for future growth and future prosperity.
That growth will bring the added benefit
of higher revenues for the Government,
revenues that will keep tax rates low while
fulfilling key obligations and protecting pro-
grams such as Medicare and Social Secu-
rity.

We're meeting the challenges to Amer-
ica. We're strengthening our economy, and

we're taking a battle to our enemies. And
we're not going to leave our work half-
finished. In the months ahead, we’ll con-
front every threat to the safety and security
of the American people. We'll press on to
turn our recovery into lasting growth and
opportunity that reaches every corner of
America. By the courage and by the enter-
prise of the American people, this great
Nation will prosper, and there’s no doubt
in my mind this great Nation will prevail.

May God bless you all, and may God
bless America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:07 p.m. in
the Sheraton Chicago Ballroom at the Sher-
aton Chicago. In his remarks, he referred to
Michael H. Moskow, president and chief ex-
ecutive officer, Federal Reserve Bank of Chi-
cago; Mayor Richard M. Daley of Chicago,
and his wife, Maggie; Governor-elect Rod R.
Blagojevich of Illinois; and President Saddam
Hussein of Iraq. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Fiscal

Year 2003 Budget Amendments
January 7, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the en-
closed requests for Fiscal Year 2003 budget
amendments for the Departments of Agri-
culture, Health and Human Services, the
Interior, Labor, and the Treasury; the
Corps of Engineers; as well as the Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission and
the Federal Trade Commission.
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The details of these requests are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget.
I concur with his comments and observa-
tions.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH
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