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serve in our military are ready for any chal-
lenge. And by your skill and by your cour-
age, we will prevail. 

May God bless you, and may God bless 
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. at 
the U.S. Coast Guard Marine Safety Office. 
In his remarks, he referred to Adm. Thomas 

H. Collins, commandant, and Vice Adm. 
James D. Hull, Atlantic Area commander, 
U.S. Coast Guard; Lt. Gov. Catherine Baker 
Knoll and State Attorney General D. Michael 
Fisher of Pennsylvania; Mayor John F. Street 
of Philadelphia; and President Saddam Hus-
sein of Iraq. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Implementation 
of the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption 
April 1, 2003 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:) 
Pursuant to the resolution of advice and 

consent to ratification of the Inter-Amer-
ican Convention Against Corruption adopt-
ed by the Senate on July 27, 2000, I submit 
the enclosed report, prepared by my Ad-
ministration, on implementation of the 
Convention.

This third report to the Congress indi-
cates that 28 of the 34 members of the 
Organization of American States have for-
mally ratified the Convention (Brazil and 
Suriname ratified the Convention in 2002) 
and that 27 have adopted the evaluation 
mechanism established by the Organization 
of American States to oversee implementa-
tion.

The United States Government continues 
to reinforce the implementation and en-
forcement of the Convention in the hemi-
sphere through numerous initiatives and 
programs that are described in the report. 
Moreover, since the last report, my Admin-
istration has moved forward with our pro-
posed Millennium Challenge Account, 

which is intended to link U.S. foreign de-
velopment assistance to, among other fac-
tors, the recipient’s commitments to good 
governance and anticorruption efforts. The 
Convention recognizes that the problem of 
corruption is a major obstacle to develop-
ment in the Americas. As such, it has ener-
gized the work of the United States and 
its hemispheric partners to find common 
solutions to common anticorruption chal-
lenges.

I look forward to working with you to 
ensure that we continue to combat corrup-
tion in our hemisphere and across the 
globe.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard G. Lugar, chair-
man, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. This letter was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on April 2. 
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