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our Nation, and the interest of our Nation
in this supplemental is to win this war and
to be able to keep the peace.

Eighteen months ago, this building came
under attack. From that day to this, we
have been engaged in a new kind of war,
and we are winning. We will not leave our
future to be decided by terrorist groups
or terrorist regimes. At every turn in this
conflict, Americans can be confident in the
people who wear our Nation’s uniform. We
support them. We are thankful for their
service in places of great danger, in this
hour of great need.

May God continue to look out after those
who defend the peace and freedom. And
may God continue to bless America. Thank
you.

NotE: The President spoke at 10:30 a.m. in
the Eisenhower Dining Room. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Saddam Hus-
sein of Iraq and Gen. Tommy R. Franks,
USA, combatant commander, U.S. Central
Command. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language transcript
of these remarks.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting a
Supplemental Budget Request To Support Military and Humanitarian
Operations in Iraq and To Ensure Domestic Safety

March 25, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker:

On October 16, 2002, I signed into law
the “Authorization for Use of Military
Force Against Iraq Resolution of 2002”
(Public Law 107-243). After condemning
Saddam Hussein’s continued possession of
chemical and biological weapons, obstruc-
tion of inspections, and brutal repression
of the Iraqi people, the Congress affirmed,
“Iraq poses a continuing threat to the na-
tional security of the United States and
international peace and security of the Per-
sian Gulf region and remains in material
and unacceptable breach of its international
obligations.”

Subsequent to enactment of Public Law
107243, the United Nations Security
Council unanimously agreed to Resolution
1441 offering Iraq one final chance to dis-
arm. After more than a decade of deceit
and defiance, the regime, yet again, failed
to “fully and unconditionally” comply. Iraq
continues to pose a grave danger to global
peace and security. The United States and
our allies must seek to disarm Iraq and
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liberate the Iragi people, and we will pre-
vail.

Today, I submit a request for 2003 sup-
plemental appropriations to support De-
partment of Defense operations in Iraq and
to strengthen the capabilities of our friends
and allies who will share the burden of
military and stabilization activities. Dis-
arming and liberating Iraq is a first step.
This request also provides immediate hu-
manitarian relief, support for reconstruc-
tion, and the development of a free-market
democracy in Iraq. Finally, the request will
enhance the safety and well-being of Amer-
icans at home and abroad with investments
managed by the Department of State, the
Department of Homeland Security, and
other agencies.

This request reflects urgent and essential
requirements. Much of the funding has
been requested with flexible authorities.
This flexibility will ensure requirements can
be immediately addressed as they arise de-
spite the unpredictable scope, duration, and
intensity of operations. I ask the Congress
to appropriate the funds as requested, and
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promptly send the bill to me for signature.
I urge the Congress to refrain from attach-
ing items not directly related to the emer-
gency at hand.

This supplemental request provides es-
sential support to help guarantee the suc-
cess and safety of our men and women

in uniform, to help enhance the security
of America and her citizens, and to estab-
lish an Iragi nation, free, prospering and
at peace with its neighbors.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report Required by the
Enhanced Border Security and Visa Entry Reform Act of 2002

March 25, 2003

Dear :

Enclosed is the report to the Congress,
prepared by my Administration, identifying
Federal law enforcement and intelligence
community information identified as nec-
essary by the Department of State (DOS)
to screen visa applicants and the Depart-
ment of Homeland Secwrity (DHS) to
screen applicants for admission to the
United States, and to identify those aliens
inadmissible or deportable under the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act. I am for-
warding this report to fulfill the require-
ment under section 201(b) of the Enhanced
Border Security and Visa Entry Reform Act
of 2002 (Public Law 107-173).

The Federal Government is working to
improve data-sharing capabilities between
agencies. To support this effort, the De-
partment of Homeland Security will create
an inventory of essential information need-
ed to secure our Nation; determine hori-
zontal and vertical integration require-
ments; define target architecture for infor-
mation integration; and, determine the re-
sources necessary to integrate information.
In the short term, DHS will work to vir-
tually consolidate or link watch lists from
multiple agencies and create a homeland
security portal for users at all levels of gov-
ernment. Additionally, consular officers and
immigration inspectors have access to more
complete intelligence and criminal history
information through the Interagency Bor-

der Inspection System (IBIS) and the Con-
sular  Lookout and Support System
(CLASS). Since September 11, more than
seven million names of persons with Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation (FBI) records
were added to CLASS so that now it con-
tains approximately 13 million name
records from DOS, DHS, the Drug En-
forcement Administration, and intelligence
resources. The U.S. Customs Service has
also provided 20,000 name records of seri-
ous violators to CLASS. The CLASS now
has over 78,000 records of suspected terror-
ists, up 40 percent in the past year. Since
September 11, 2001, approximately 20,000
new terrorist lookouts have been entered
into the DOS’s TIPOFF system.

Furthermore, an Entry-Exit System
(EES) project team is building an inte-
grated, automated information EES to en-
able existing/ emerging entry exit processes.
This core EES will integrate electronic ar-
rival and departure manifests, electronic
visa data, Federal agency lookouts, traveler
information, Student and Exchange Visitor
Information System (SEVIS) data, Immi-
gration Benefit information, overstay infor-
mation as well as perform risk assessment
analysis and lookout queries, and incor-
porate biometric technology.

Additionally, the newly established Ter-
rorist Threat Integration Center (TTIC)
will analyze terrorist-related information
collected domestically and abroad in order

295



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T10:57:52-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




