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The President. Secretary Rumsfeld will 
be briefing today. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:17 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. A re-
porter referred to President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq. 

Statement on House of Representatives Action on the Budget Resolution 
March 21, 2003 

As we engage in action to ensure free-
dom and security, it is imperative that we 
stay focused on important domestic prior-
ities, including creating jobs and strength-
ening economic growth at home. With pas-
sage of the budget resolution, the House 
has spoken clearly that future economic 

growth and job creation requires passing 
the bold plan that I proposed. I commend 
the House for its timely action and look 
forward to working with Congress to ensure 
that we fund our priorities, enact policies 
to spur growth, and restrain spending. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Commencement of 
Military Operations Against Iraq 
March 21, 2003 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
On March 18, 2003, I made available 

to you, consistent with section 3(b) of the 
Authorization for Use of Military Force 
Against Iraq Resolution of 2002 (Public 
Law 107–243), my determination that fur-
ther diplomatic and other peaceful means 
alone will neither adequately protect the 
national security of the United States 
against the continuing threat posed by Iraq, 
nor lead to enforcement of all relevant 
United Nations Security Council resolutions 
regarding Iraq. 

I have reluctantly concluded, along with 
other coalition leaders, that only the use 
of armed force will accomplish these objec-
tives and restore international peace and 
security in the area. I have also determined 
that the use of armed force against Iraq 
is consistent with the United States and 
other countries continuing to take the nec-
essary actions against international terrorists 

and terrorist organizations, including those 
nations, organizations, or persons who 
planned, authorized, committed, or aided 
the terrorist attacks that occurred on Sep-
tember 11, 2001. United States objectives 
also support a transition to democracy in 
Iraq, as contemplated by the Iraq Libera-
tion Act of 1998 (Public Law 105–338). 

Consistent with the War Powers Resolu-
tion (Public Law 93–148), I now inform 
you that pursuant to my authority as Com-
mander in Chief and consistent with the 
Authorization for Use of Military Force 
Against Iraq Resolution (Public Law 102– 
1) and the Authorization for Use of Military 
Force Against Iraq Resolution of 2002 
(Public Law 107–243), I directed U.S. 
Armed Forces, operating with other coali-
tion forces, to commence combat oper-
ations on March 19, 2003, against Iraq. 

These military operations have been 
carefully planned to accomplish our goals 



288

Mar. 21 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 

with the minimum loss of life among coali-
tion military forces and to innocent civil-
ians. It is not possible to know at this time 
either the duration of active combat oper-
ations or the scope or duration of the de-
ployment of U.S. Armed Forces necessary 
to accomplish our goals fully. 

As we continue our united efforts to dis-
arm Iraq in pursuit of peace, stability, and 
security both in the Gulf region and in 

the United States, I look forward to our 
continued consultation and cooperation. 

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Ted Stevens, President pro 
tempore of the Senate. 

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the National 
Emergency With Respect to Persons Who Commit, Threaten To Commit, 
or Support Terrorism 
March 21, 2003 

To the Congress of the United States: 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and section 204(c) of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c), I transmit herewith the 6- 
month periodic report prepared by my Ad-
ministration on the national emergency 

with respect to persons who commit, 
threaten to commit, or support terrorism 
that was declared in Executive Order 13224 
of September 23, 2001. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House, 
March 21, 2003. 

The President’s Radio Address 
March 22, 2003 

Good morning. American and coalition 
forces have begun a concerted campaign 
against the regime of Saddam Hussein. In 
this war, our coalition is broad, more than 
40 countries from across the globe. Our 
cause is just: The security of the nations 
we serve and the peace of the world. And 
our mission is clear: To disarm Iraq of 
weapons of mass destruction; to end Sad-
dam Hussein’s support for terrorism; and 
to free the Iraqi people. 

The future of peace and the hopes of 
the Iraqi people now depend on our fight-
ing forces in the Middle East. They are 
conducting themselves in the highest tradi-

tions of the American military. They are 
doing their job with skill and bravery and 
with the finest of allies beside them. At 
every stage of this conflict, the world will 
see both the power of our military and 
the honorable and decent spirit of the men 
and women who serve. 

In this conflict, American and coalition 
forces face enemies who have no regard 
for the conventions of war or rules of mo-
rality. Iraqi officials have placed troops and 
equipment in civilian areas, attempting to 
use innocent men, women, and children as 
shields for the dictator’s army. I want 
Americans and all the world to know that 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T10:57:48-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




