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or the Vienna Convention on Consular Re-
lations, or that enjoy equivalent privileges 
and immunities under the laws of the 
United States, and are or have been used 
for diplomatic or consular purposes. In ad-
dition, such amounts that, as of the date 
of the order, are subject to post-judgment 
writs of execution or attachment in aid of 
execution of judgments pursuant to section 
201 of the Terrorism Risk Insurance Act 
of 2002 (Public Law 107–297) are not 
being vested, provided that, upon satisfac-
tion of the judgments on which such writs 
are based, any remainder of such excepted 
amounts shall, without further action, be 
confiscated and vested. 

I have delegated to the Secretary of the 
Treasury authority to undertake all other 
action of the President and all functions 
of the President set forth in section 
203(a)(1)(C) of IEEPA with respect to any 
and all property of the Government of Iraq, 
including its agencies, instrumentalities, or 
controlled entities, and to take additional 
steps, including the promulgation of rules 
and regulations as may be necessary to 
carry out the purposes of this order. 

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive 
Order I have issued, which is effective im-
mediately.

I have exercised these authorities in fur-
therance of Executive Orders 12722 and 

12724 with respect to the unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to our national security 
and foreign policy posed by the policies 
and actions of the Government of Iraq. I 
intend that such vested property should be 
used to assist the Iraqi people and to assist 
in the reconstruction of Iraq, and have de-
termined that such use would be in the 
interest of and for the benefit of the United 
States.

The power to vest assets of a foreign 
government with which the United States 
is engaged in armed hostilities is one that 
has been recognized for many decades. 
This power is being used here because it 
is clearly in the interests of the United 
States to have these funds available for use 
in rebuilding Iraq and launching that coun-
try on the path to speedy economic recov-
ery. In addition, this authority is being in-
voked in a limited way, designed to mini-
mize harm to third parties and to respect 
existing court orders as much as possible. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House, 

March 20, 2003. 

NOTE: The Executive order is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on United States Efforts in the 
Global War on Terrorism 
March 20, 2003 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
On September 24, 2001, I reported the 

deployment of various combat-equipped 
and combat support forces to a number 
of locations in the Central and Pacific 
Command areas of operation. On October 
9, 2001, I reported the beginning of combat 
action in Afghanistan against terrorists and 
their Taliban supporters. In my reports to 

the Congress of March 20 and September 
20, 2002, I provided supplemental informa-
tion on the deployment of combat- 
equipped and combat support forces to a 
number of foreign nations in the Central 
and Pacific Command areas of operations 
and other areas. As a part of my efforts 
to keep the Congress informed, I am 
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reporting further on United States efforts 
in the global war on terrorism. 

Our efforts in Afghanistan have met with 
success, but as I have stated in my previous 
reports, the U.S. campaign against ter-
rorism will be lengthy. To date, U.S. Armed 
Forces, with the assistance of numerous co-
alition partners, have executed a superb 
campaign to eliminate the primary source 
of support to the terrorists who viciously 
attacked our Nation on September 11, 
2001. The heart of al-Qaida’s training capa-
bility has been seriously degraded. The 
Taliban’s ability to brutalize the Afghan 
people and to harbor and support terrorists 
has been virtually eliminated. Pockets of 
al-Qaida and Taliban forces remain a threat 
to U.S. and coalition forces and to the Af-
ghan government. What is left of both the 
Taliban and the al-Qaida fighters is being 
pursued actively and engaged by U.S. and 
coalition forces. Additionally, training mis-
sions and combat operations with Pakistani 
special forces are ongoing near the Afghan/ 
Pakistan border. 

Due to our success in Afghanistan, we 
have detained hundreds of al-Qaida and 
Taliban fighters who are believed to pose 
a continuing threat to the United States 
and its interests. The combat-equipped and 
combat support forces deployed to Naval 
Base, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, in the 
Southern Command area of operations 
since January 2002, continue to conduct se-
cure detention operations. We currently 
hold more than 600 enemy combatants at 
Guantanamo Bay. All are being treated hu-
manely and, to the extent appropriate and 
consistent with military necessity, in a man-
ner consistent with the principles of the 
Geneva Conventions of 1949. 

In furtherance of our worldwide efforts 
against terrorists who pose a continuing and 
imminent threat to the United States, our 
friends and allies, and our forces abroad, 
we continue operations in other areas 
around the globe. Our relationship with the 
Government and Armed Forces of the Phil-
ippines (AFP) developed and matured 

throughout 2002. Last year’s actions from 
February to July 2002 on Basilan Island, 
with AFP in command and with U.S. forces 
in a support role, helped to drive hundreds 
of Abu Sayyaf Group terrorists from the 
island, restoring order and reestablishing 
government services. To ensure that the 
AFP has the skills to fight terrorism over 
the long term, we have a robust security 
assistance training program and a variety 
of exercises that will provide the AFP much 
needed counter-terrorism training and 
equipment. There are approximately 300 
combat-equipped and combat support U.S. 
military personnel working with the AFP 
and U.S. forces continue to plan with the 
AFP for possible future activities. Contin-
ued U.S. support is warranted as the Gov-
ernment of the Philippines has provided 
unwavering support in the global war on 
terrorism.

Additionally, we continue to conduct 
maritime interception operations on the 
high seas in the Central and European 
Command areas of responsibility to prevent 
the movement, arming, or financing of 
international terrorists who pose a con-
tinuing threat to the United States. 

Combat-equipped and combat support 
forces also have been deployed to Georgia 
and Yemen to assist the armed forces of 
those countries in enhancing their counter- 
terrorism capabilities, including by training 
and equipping their armed forces. Similar 
U.S. forces have deployed to Djibouti to 
command and control operations and other 
activities as necessary against al-Qaida and 
other international terrorists in the Horn 
of Africa region. These activities include 
providing oversight for urban and maritime 
counter-terrorism training with the Yemen 
special operations forces. We continue to 
assess options for working with other na-
tions to assist them in this respect. 

I have taken these actions pursuant to 
my constitutional authority to conduct U.S. 
foreign relations and as Commander in 
Chief and Chief Executive. In addition, 
these actions are consistent with Public 
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Law 107–40. As I stated in my previous 
reports, it is not possible to know at this 
time either the duration of combat oper-
ations or the scope and duration of the 
deployment of U.S. Armed Forces nec-
essary to counter the terrorist threat to the 
United States. I will direct additional meas-
ures as necessary to exercise our right to 
self-defense and to protect U.S. citizens 
and interests. Such measures may include 
short notice deployments of special oper-
ations and other forces for sensitive oper-
ations in various locations throughout the 
world.

I am providing this report as part of my 
efforts to keep the Congress informed, con-
sistent with the War Powers Resolution and 

Public Law 107–40. Officials of my Admin-
istration and I have been communicating 
regularly with the leadership and other 
Members of Congress, and we will continue 
to do so. I appreciate the continuing sup-
port of the Congress in our efforts to pro-
tect the security of the United States of 
America and its citizens, civilian and mili-
tary, here and abroad. 

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Ted Stevens, President pro 
tempore of the Senate. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With Congressional Leaders and an 
Exchange With Reporters 
March 21, 2003 

The President. I’ve asked the Members 
of Congress to come up so that members 
of my administration can keep the leader-
ship up to date as the war to liberate Iraq 
and to remove weapons of mass destruction 
out of Iraq proceeds. The military briefings, 
of course, will continue to be given out 
of the Pentagon. Secretary Rumsfeld will 
be briefing this afternoon. 

I also really want to thank Members of 
Congress, both House Members, Senate 
Members, members of both political par-
ties, for the strong resolutions that came 
off the floor of their respective bodies, res-
olutions which said loud and clear: Our 
country supports the men and women in 
uniform; not only do we support those 
brave souls who are sacrificing on our be-
half, but we want to thank their parents 
and their families for their dedication as 
well.

As Secretary Rumsfeld said, we’re mak-
ing progress. We will stay on task until 
we’ve achieved our objective, which is to 

rid Iraq of weapons of mass destruction 
and free the Iraqi people so they can live 
in a society that is hopeful and democratic 
and at peace in its neighborhood. 

All of us involved here in Washington 
are extremely proud of the skill and bravery 
of our young Americans who are willing 
to sacrifice for something greater than 
themselves.

So it’s my honor to welcome the Mem-
bers here. We will continue to keep them 
briefed as this war progresses. And I want 
to thank them for the unity, the message 
of unity. 

Thank you all for coming. 

Secretary Rumsfeld’s Briefing 
Q. Is Saddam dead or alive, sir? 
The President. Secretary Rumsfeld will 

be briefing today. 
Q. Do you want to give us any details, 

as the Commander in Chief, of how things 
are going? 
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