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is compassionate for our seniors. We care 
deeply about the fact that some children 
in our society can’t read. We want the best 
of education for every citizen in America. 

This Cabinet is confident about the fu-
ture of our country. We’re confident we 

can achieve our objectives. I’m grateful for 
their service to their country. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:53 p.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. 

Message on the Observance of Nowruz 
March 20, 2003 

I send greetings to Iranian Americans ob-
serving Nowruz. 

During Nowruz, people of Iranian de-
scent celebrate the arrival of spring, a sea-
son of rebirth. This joyous occasion pro-
vides an opportunity for Persians to cherish 
their rich heritage and enjoy the company 
of family and friends in anticipation of hap-
piness and blessings in the year ahead. 

This year’s observance comes during a 
challenging time for our Nation and the 
world. As the international community 
works to face great challenges and embrace 
important opportunities, America remains 

committed to peace, justice, and oppor-
tunity for all people. Throughout this time 
of renewal, we remain dedicated to bring-
ing hope and freedom to troubled regions 
around the world. 

Laura joins me in sending our best wish-
es for a joyous celebration to you, your 
families, and your relatives and friends in 
Iran.

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Message to the Congress Reporting on Confiscation and Vesting of Certain 
Iraqi Property 
March 20, 2003 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Pursuant to section 204(b) of the Inter-

national Emergency Economic Powers Act, 
50 U.S.C. 1703(b) (IEEPA), and section 
301 of the National Emergencies Act, 50 
U.S.C. 1631, I hereby report that I have 
taken additional steps with respect to the 
national emergency declared in Executive 
Order 12722 of August 2, 1990, by exer-
cising my statutory authority to confiscate 
and vest certain property of the Govern-
ment of Iraq and its agencies, instrumental-
ities, or controlled entities. 

Consistent with section 203(a)(1)(C) of 
IEEPA, 50 U.S.C. 1702(a)(1)(C), as added 
by section 106 of the USA PATRIOT ACT, 
Public Law 107–56, I have ordered that 
certain blocked funds held in the United 
States in accounts in the name of the Gov-
ernment of Iraq, the Central Bank of Iraq, 
Rafidain Bank, Rasheed Bank, or the State 
Organization for Marketing Oil are hereby 
confiscated and vested in the Department 
of the Treasury. I have made exceptions 
for any such funds that are subject to the 
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations 
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