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In so doing, I note and appreciate the
continued strong bipartisan support given
to U.S. programs assisting Colombia in the
Act and elsewhere.

This report is classified because of force
protection considerations and the high level
of terrorist threat in Colombia. However,
the aggregate numbers given below are un-
classified.

The report indicates that as of January
13, 2003, the end of this reporting period,
there were 208 temporary and permanent
U.S. military personnel and 279 U.S. civil-

ians retained as individual contractors in

The President’s Radio Address
February 22, 2003

Good morning. This week, Members of
the House and Senate will return to Wash-
ington with a full agenda to address, from
strengthening our economy to reforming
health care, to protecting national security.

On the Senate side, there is a crucial
item of business that has been delayed for
too long. We face a vacancy crisis in the
Federal courts, made worse by Senators
who block votes on qualified nominees.
These delays endanger American justice.
Vacant Federal benches lead to crowded
court dockets, overworked judges, and
longer waits for Americans who want their
cases heard. Regional appeals courts have
a 15-percent vacancy rate, and filings in
those courts reached an alltime high again
last year.

Since taking office, I have sent to the
Senate 34 qualified mainstream nominees
for the Federal courts of appeals. To date,
only half of them have received a vote in
the Senate, and 12 of the remaining 17
nominees have been waiting more than a
year for a floor vote.

It is my responsibility to submit judicial
nominations. It is the Senate’s responsibility
to conduct prompt hearings and an up-or-

Colombia involved in supporting Plan Co-
lombia. This report further indicates that
during November and December 2002, and
January 2003, these figures never exceeded
the ceilings established in section 3204(b)
of the Act, as amended.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate.

down floor vote on all judicial nominees.
Yet a handful of Democratic Senators, for
partisan reasons, are atternpting to prevent
any vote at all on highly qualified nomi-
nees.

One of these nominees is Miguel
Estrada, my selection for the DC Court
of Appeals. T submitted his nomination in
May of 2001, and Miguel Estrada has been
waiting ever since. That’s almost 2 years,
and that’s a disgrace.

Miguel Estrada’s credentials are impec-
cable. He has served in the Justice Depart-
ment under Presidents of both political par-
ties. He’s argued 15 cases before the U.S.
Supreme Court, and he has earned the
American Bar Association’s highest mark,
a unanimous rating of “well-qualified.”

Miguel Estrada is an exceptional nomi-
nee for the Federal bench. He also has
a remarkable personal story. He came to
America from Honduras as a teenager,
speaking little English. Within a few years,
he had graduated with high honors from
Columbia College and Harvard Law
School. Miguel Estrada then served as a
law clerk to Supreme Court Justice An-
thony Kennedy, as a Federal prosecutor in
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New York, and as assistant to the Solicitor
General of the United States.

If confirmed, Miguel Estrada would be
the first Hispanic American ever to serve
on this court, which is often considered
the second highest in the land. He would
break through a barrier that has stood for
too long. His nomination has strong support
from citizens and leaders in both parties
and endorsements from the Hispanic Na-
tional Bar Association, the League of
United Latin American Citizens, and more
than a dozen other distinguished groups.
He’s a role model for young people all
across this Nation, living proof that in
America, anything is possible.

I nominated Miguel Estrada for the
Court of Appeals because he’s a man of
talent and character who will be an excel-
lent judge. Yet after 21 months, he still
cannot get an up-or-down vote from the
Senate. Democrats are stalling Miguel
Estrada’s nomination, while they search in

vain for a reason to reject him. Some Sen-
ators who once insisted that every appeals
court nominee deserves a vote have aban-
doned that principle for partisan politics.
Their tactics are unfair to the good man
I have nominated and unfaithful to the
Senate’s own obligations.

I call on the Senate Democratic leader-
ship to stop playing politics and permit a
vote on Miguel Estrada’s nomination. Let
each Senator vote as he or she thinks best,
but give the man a vote.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 10 a.m.
on February 21 at the Bush Ranch in
Crawford, TX, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
February 22. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
February 21 but was embargoed for release
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

The President’s News Conference With President Jose Maria Aznar of

Spain in Crawford, Texas
February 22, 2003

President Bush. 1 welcome my good
friend President Jose Maria Aznar to
Crawford. We're especially pleased that
Ana is with him as well. I visited his ranch
on my first visit to Europe as the President.
I'm very pleased to return the hospitality.

Spain is a strong and trusted ally. Our
two nations have drawn closer than ever
before in fighting terrorism across Europe
and beyond. Spain has apprehended mem-
bers of Al Qaida and continues to share
vital information, intelligence information.
President Aznar is a strong fighter in the
war against terror, and I value his advice.

I respect and appreciate his leadership
in the U.N., the EU, and NATO, to meet
the new threats of this new century. For
the Spanish people and for their leader,
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the cause of liberty is more than a phrase;
it is a fundamental commitment expressed
in resolute action.

President Aznar and I agree that the fu-
ture of peace depends on the disarmament
of Iraq. We agree that Saddam Hussein
continues to be in violation of U.N. Secu-
rity Council Resolution 1441. We agree that
the terms of that resolution must be fully
respected. By Resolution 1441, the Security
Council has taken a clear stand, and it now
faces a clear choice. With all the world
watching, the Council will now show
whether it means what it says.

Early next week, working with our
friends and allies, we will introduce an ad-
ditional Security Council resolution that will
set out in clear and simple terms that Iraq
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