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Statement on the North Atlantic Treaty Organization’s Decision on

Planning for the Defense of Turkey
February 19, 2003

I welcome today’s decision by NATO’s
Defense Planning Committee to approve
the deployment of AWACS aircraft, Patriot
missiles, and biological and chemical de-
fense equipment to Turkey. This is an im-
portant demonstration of the solidarity of
NATO Allies in view of a potential threat
to an Alliance member. It follows the deci-
sion taken on Sunday by the same com-
mittee to request military planning for such
deployments.

Today’s decision is a direct response to
the request by Turkey for consultations
under Article 4 of the Washington Treaty
as well as the commitment by all NATO

Heads of State and Government, stated at
Prague on November 21, 2002, “to take
effective action to assist and support the
efforts of the U.N. to ensure the full and
immediate compliance by Iraq, without
conditions or restrictions, with UNSCR
1441.”

I am grateful for the resolute leadership
of NATO Secretary General Lord
Robertson in bringing the Alliance discus-
sions to a successful conclusion. I also ap-
preciate the efforts of all the members of
the Defense Planning Committee to fulfill
their responsibilities as Alliance members
in exceptionally difficult circumstances.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Cyprus

February 19, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)

In accordance with section 620C(c) of
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as
amended, I am providing a report prepared
by my Administration on progress toward
a negotiated solution of the Cyprus ques-
tion covering the period December 1, 2002,
through January 31, 2003. The previous
submission covered events from October 1,
2002, through November 30, 2002.

My Administration was particularly active
during this reporting period in supporting
U.N. Secretary-General Annan’s efforts to
foster a comprehensive Cyprus settlement
on the basis of the plan he has proposed.
Although such a settlement did not emerge
at the European Union’s Summit in Copen-
hagen in December, intense diplomatic ac-
tivity has continued. Secretary Powell,
Under Secretary Marc Grossman, Special
Cyprus Coordinator Thomas Weston, and
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Ambassador to Cyprus Michael Klosson are
encouraging all relevant parties to maintain
a spirit of compromise and a commitment
to reaching an agreement by February 28,
2003. T will do the same as part of our
continuing commitment to the U.N. effort
to find a just and lasting settlement for
Cyprus.
Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUsH

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard G. Lugar, chair-
man, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on February 20.
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