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this long-term challenge requires policies 
that recognize that sustained economic 
growth is an essential part of the solution. 
Policies that undermine the health of our 
economy would only hamper America’s 
ability to develop and deploy new energy 
technologies and invest in energy efficiency 

and productivity improvements. The United 
States is the world’s leader in technological 
development, industrial productivity, and 
environmental quality. These strengths 
make possible the initiatives that have been 
announced today to reduce or capture and 
store greenhouse gas emissions. 

Memorandum on the Interagency Working Group on Assistive Technology 
Mobility Devices 
February 12, 2003 

Memorandum for the Secretary of 
Education, the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, the Secretary of Labor, 
the Commissioner of Social Security 

Subject: Interagency Working Group on 
Assistive Technology Mobility Devices 

When President George H.W. Bush 
signed the Americans with Disabilities Act 
of 1990, America opened its door to a new 
age for people with disabilities. Although 
much progress has been made since then, 
significant challenges remain for individuals 
with disabilities who seek full participation 
in American society. 

My Administration is committed to in-
creasing education and employment oppor-
tunities for individuals with disabilities. My 
New Freedom Initiative strives to provide 
people with disabilities increased opportu-
nities to lead more independent lives by 
expanding education and job opportunities, 
and by ensuring that the latest technologies, 
which often make education and employ-
ment possible, are readily available. 

Often, individuals with disabilities require 
assistive technology mobility devices—such 
as powered wheelchairs and scooters—in 
order to access education, training, and 
competitive employment. While there are 
several Federal programs, as well as State 
and local efforts, that help individuals with 
disabilities obtain these and other assistive 
technologies, they are not adequately co-

ordinated. Other Federal programs provide 
funding of assistive technology mobility de-
vices for medical purposes, but the intent 
of these programs has always been, and 
should remain, medical rather than edu-
cational or vocational. 

Consistent with my interest in improving 
the coordination of the Federal programs 
that help provide individuals with assistive 
technology mobility devices, I hereby direct 
the following: 

Section 1. Establishment of the Inter-
agency Working Group on Assistive Tech-
nology Mobility Devices. (a) There is here-
by established, within the Department of 
Education for administrative purposes, the 
‘‘Interagency Working Group on Assistive 
Technology Mobility Devices’’ (Working 
Group). The Working Group shall consist 
exclusively of: 

(i) the Secretary of Education, the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, 
the Secretary of Labor, and the Com-
missioner of Social Security; and 

(ii) such other Federal officials as the As-
sistant to the President for Domestic 
Policy from time to time, on my be-
half, may designate. 

(b) The Secretary of Education shall 
serve as Chairman of the Working Group. 
The Chairman shall convene and preside 
at any meetings of the Working Group, de-
termine its agenda, direct its work, and, 
as appropriate to particular subject matters, 
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establish and direct subgroups of the Work-
ing Group, which shall consist exclusively 
of Working Group members. 

(c) A member of the Working Group 
may designate, to perform the Working 
Group or Working Group subgroup func-
tions of the member, any person who is 
part of the member’s agency and who is 
an officer appointed by the President with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, or 
a member of the Senior Executive Service. 

Sec. 2. Functions of the Working Group. 
The Working Group shall: (a) identify exist-
ing Federal Government programs and re-
sources that are designed to help individ-
uals with disabilities obtain the assistive 
technology mobility devices that they need 
for education and employment; and (b) 
work with State, local, and tribal govern-
ments, as appropriate, to identify State, 
local, and tribal programs that are designed 
to help individuals with disabilities obtain 
assistive technology mobility devices for 
education and employment. The Secretary 
of Education shall take the lead in coordi-
nating these efforts. 

Sec. 3. Report. In performing its func-
tions the Working Group shall present to 
me, through the Assistant to the President 
for Domestic Policy, a report not later than 
180 days from the date of this memo-
randum. The report shall include the spe-
cific steps that each of the agencies rep-
resented on the Working Group will take 
to: (a) improve coordination among their 
existing programs; (b) train vocational reha-
bilitation counselors, other service pro-
viders, and individuals with disabilities, as 
provided by law; and (c) inform individuals 
with disabilities about these opportunities. 
The report shall also include a description 
of how individuals with disabilities can pool 

funding from existing resources to obtain 
the assistive technology mobility devices 
that they need to pursue their educational 
and employment goals. 

Sec. 4. Termination. The Working Group 
shall terminate 30 days after the date of 
the submission of the report as described 
in section 3 of this memorandum. 

Sec. 5. General. (a) Agencies shall assist 
the Working Group and provide informa-
tion to the Working Group consistent with 
applicable law as may be necessary to carry 
out the functions of the Working Group. 
To the extent permitted by law, the De-
partment of Education shall provide fund-
ing and administrative support for the 
Working Group. 

(b) As used in this memorandum, the 
term ‘‘agency’’ means an executive depart-
ment or agency of the Federal Govern-
ment.

(c) Nothing in this memorandum shall 
be construed to impair or otherwise affect 
the functions of the Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget relating to 
budget, administrative, or legislative pro-
posals.

(d) This memorandum is intended only 
to improve the internal management of the 
Federal Government and is not intended 
to, and does not, create any right or ben-
efit, substantive or procedural, enforceable 
at law or equity by a party against the 
United States, its departments, agencies, in-
strumentalities or entities, its officers or 
employees, or any other person. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language version of this 
memorandum.



164

Feb. 12 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting a 
Subsidy Budget Authority Request for Frontier Airlines 
February 12, 2003 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
In accordance with provisions of Public 

Law 107–42, the Air Transportation Safety 
and System Stabilization Act, 2001, I here-
by request the subsidy budget authority 
necessary to support a $70 million Federal 
credit instrument for Frontier Airlines. 

I hereby designate this subsidy budget 
authority, currently estimated at $12.7 mil-

lion, as an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 252(e) of the Balanced Budg-
et and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 
1985.

The details of this request are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

Message to the Congress Reporting a Certification Required by the 
Ratification Resolution of the Chemical Weapons Convention 
February 12, 2003 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Consistent with the resolution of advice 

and consent to ratification of the Conven-
tion on the Prohibition of the Develop-
ment, Production, Stockpiling, and Use of 
Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruc-
tion, adopted by the United States Senate 
on April 24, 1997, I hereby certify pursuant 
to Condition 7(C)(i), Effectiveness of the 
Australia Group, that: 

Australia Group members continue to 
maintain equally effective or more com-
prehensive controls over the export of: toxic 
chemicals and their precursors; dual-use 
processing equipment; human, animal, and 
plant pathogens and toxins with potential 
biological weapons applications; and dual- 
use biological equipment, as that afforded 
by the Australia Group as of April 25, 1997; 
and

The Australia Group remains a viable 
mechanism for limiting the spread of chem-
ical and biological weapons-related mate-
rials and technology, and the effectiveness 
of the Australia Group has not been under-
mined by changes in membership, lack of 
compliance with common export controls 
and nonproliferation measures, or the 
weakening of common controls and non-
proliferation measures, in force as of April 
25, 1997. 

The factors underlying this certification 
are described in the enclosed statement of 
justification.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House, 
February 12, 2003. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on February 13. 
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