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Statement on Joining the International Thermonuclear Experimental 
Reactor Collaboration 
January 30, 2003 

I am pleased to announce that the 
United States will join ITER, an ambitious 
international research project to harness the 
promise of fusion energy. The results of 
ITER will advance the effort to produce 
clean, safe, renewable, and commercially 
available fusion energy by the middle of 
this century. Commercialization of fusion 
has the potential to dramatically improve 
America’s energy security while significantly 
reducing air pollution and emissions of 
greenhouse gases. 

The United States will be working with 
the United Kingdom, other European 
Union nations, Russia, China, Japan, and 
Canada on the creation of ITER. Today 
I am directing the Secretary of Energy to 
represent the United States at the upcom-
ing ITER meetings in St. Petersburg, Rus-
sia. We welcome the opportunity to work 
with our partners to make fusion energy 
a reality. 

Statement on Senate Confirmation of John Snow as Secretary of the 
Treasury
January 30, 2003 

I am pleased that the Senate acted 
quickly to confirm John Snow as Secretary 
of the Treasury. John will work with me 
to strengthen economic growth and create 

jobs so that everyone who seeks work can 
find work. I thank Chairman Grassley and 
Senator Baucus and commend them for 
their leadership. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting the Reorganization Plan 
Modification for the Department of Homeland Security 
January 30, 2003 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Pursuant to section 1502 of the Home-

land Security Act of 2002 (Public Law 107- 
296) (the ‘‘Act’’), I submit herewith the en-
closed Reorganization Plan Modification for 
the Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS), which represents a modification of 
certain aspects of the DHS Reorganization 
Plan I submitted to you on November 25, 
2002. The modification involves organiza-
tional units within the DHS Border and 
Transportation Security Directorate. The 

enclosed Reorganization Plan Modification 
provides information concerning the ele-
ments identified in section 1502(b), and is 
itself subject to modification pursuant to 
section 1502(d) of the Act. In accordance 
with section 1502(a) of the Act, please 
transmit this Reorganization Plan Modifica-
tion to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH
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NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-

resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. 

Remarks on the Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief 
January 31, 2003 

Thank you all for coming. I’m honored 
you all are here. I’m so grateful that many 
from the diplomatic corps are here. 

This is a historic year for America. It’s 
a year of great consequence. It’s a year 
in which we have an opportunity to work 
with others to shape the future of our 
globe. We have a chance to achieve peace. 
We have a chance to achieve a more com-
passionate world for every citizen. America 
believes deeply that everybody has worth, 
everybody matters, everybody was created 
by the Almighty, and we’re going to act 
on that belief, and we’ll act on that passion. 

You know, the world looks at us and 
say, ‘‘They’re strong.’’ And we are. We’re 
strong militarily, but we’ve got a greater 
strength than that. We’ve got a strength 
in the universality of human rights and the 
human condition. It’s in our country’s his-
tory. It’s ingrained in our soul. And today 
we’re going to describe how we’re going 
to act, not just talk, but act, on the basis 
of our firm beliefs. 

I want to thank Tommy; he’s the new 
chairman of the board of the Global Fund. 
He’s also the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, doing a great job for our 
administration. I want to thank so very 
much the Ambassadors from Guyana and 
Uganda for standing up here with us today. 
I appreciate the other ambassadors from 
the continent of Africa and the Caribbean 
for being here. 

With us as well is Bill Frist, a United 
States Senator, majority leader, passionate 
advocate of good health care for every cit-
izen on the globe, a man with whom this 
administration will work, along with Russ 
Feingold, from Wisconsin, to make sure 

that the proposal becomes real. That means 
funded. [Laughter] There’s no doubt in my 
mind that when you’ve got the majority 
leader and a distinguished Senator like Sen-
ator Feingold teaming up together, that this 
will get done. It’s just a matter of time. 

I’m honored that Mark Malloch is here— 
Mark Malloch Brown is here, who is the 
U.N.—administrator of the U.N. Develop-
ment Program. I want to thank—the U.S. 
Surgeon General Carmona is here with us. 
Rich, thank you for coming. Andrew 
Natsios is USAID administrator. Dr. 
Zerhouni of the NIH is with us. Tony 
Fauci is here with us. There are a lot of 
docs here today. [Laughter] Julie 
Gerberding of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. Thank you all for 
coming today. Les Crawford is the deputy 
commissioner of the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration.

And of course, a man who is on my 
staff who is going to make an enormous 
difference here and abroad as a direct ad-
viser to the President, and that’s Dr. Joe 
O’Neill, who’s the director of National 
AIDS Policy. He’s about as fine a human 
being as you’ll ever know. He cares deeply, 
and his care has had—he’s got a lot of 
influence, let me put it to you this way, 
because of his convictions. 

As I mentioned, we’re a strong nation, 
but we’re also a blessed nation, and it’s 
important for our citizens to recognize it. 
Richness is one thing; recognizing that 
we’re blessed gives a different perspective, 
I think. I think it enhances the fact that 
we have a responsibility. If you’re blessed, 
there is a responsibility to recognize your 
blessings in a compassionate way. Blessings 
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