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Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Dec. 20 

Statement on Senator Trent Lott’s Decision Not To Seek the Senate 
Majority Leader’s Position 
December 20, 2002 

I respect the very difficult decision Trent 
made on behalf of the American people. 
As Majority and Minority Leader of the 
Senate, Trent Lott improved education for 
the American people; he led the way in 
securing tax relief; he strengthened our na-
tional security; and he stood for a bold 

and effective foreign policy. Trent is a val-
ued friend, and a man I respect. I am 
pleased he will continue to serve our Na-
tion in the Senate, and I look forward to 
working with him on our agenda to make 
America safer, stronger, and better. 

Message on the Observance of Christmas 2002 
December 20, 2002 

I send greetings to those celebrating 
Christmas. 

During Christmas, we gather with family 
and friends to celebrate the birth of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. As God’s only Son, 
Jesus came to Earth and gave His life so 
that we may live. His actions and His words 
remind us that service to others is central 
to our lives and that sacrifice and uncondi-
tional love must guide us and inspire us 
to lead lives of compassion, mercy, and jus-
tice. 

The true spirit of Christmas reflects a 
dedication to helping those in need, to giv-
ing hope to those in despair, and to spread-
ing peace and understanding throughout 
the Earth. As we share love and enjoy the 
traditions of this holiday, we are also grate-
ful for the men and women of our Armed 

Forces who are working to defend freedom, 
secure our homeland, and advance peace 
and safety around the world. 

This Christmas, may we give thanks for 
the blessings God has granted to our Na-
tion and in each of our lives. May the joy 
of the holidays renew our commitment to 
working together for a future of peace, op-
portunity, and hope. 

Laura joins me in wishing you a Merry 
Christmas and a blessed New Year. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language version of this 
message. 

Message on the Observance of Kwanzaa 
December 20, 2002 

I send greetings to those celebrating 
Kwanzaa. 

Kwanzaa celebrates the traditional Afri-
can values of unity, self-determination, col-
lective work and responsibility, cooperative 

economics, purpose, creativity, and faith. 
From December 26th to January 1st, peo-
ple of African descent gather to renew their 
commitment to these seven principles, 
known as Nguzo Saba, and give thanks for 
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the blessings of family, community, and cul-
ture. Kwanzaa is also a time for Africans 
and African-Americans to honor their com-
mon heritage by participating in events 
based on early harvest gatherings called 
matunda ya kwanza, or first fruits. 

As individuals and families join together 
during Kwanzaa, their joy enriches commu-
nities in the United States and across the 
globe. By uniting people of diverse back-
grounds and beliefs, this holiday promotes 
mutual understanding and respect. These 

The President’s Radio Address 
December 21, 2002 

Good morning. As families across the 
Nation gather to celebrate Christmas, 
Laura and I want to extend our best wishes 
for the holidays. We hope that this Christ-
mas will be a time of happiness in your 
home and a time of peace in the world. 

In this season, we celebrate with our 
families and deeply miss loved ones who 
are no longer with us. Thousands of fami-
lies in our Nation are still grieving over 
the terrible losses that came to them last 
year on September the 11th. We have not 
forgotten their loss, and we continue to 
pray for their comfort. 

The Christmas season brings a deeper 
concern for fellow citizens in need. Our 
country is prosperous; yet we must also re-
member there are pockets of despair in 
America. Some men and women are facing 
the struggles of illness and old age with 
no one to help them or pray with them. 
Other Americans fight against terrible ad-
dictions. Some young men have no family 
but a gang. Some teenage moms are aban-
doned and alone. And some children won-
der if anybody loves them. 

We all share a responsibility to help, 
both through our Government and through 
individual acts of compassion. In this season 
of giving, I hope all Americans will look 

universal principles inspire us as we work 
together for a future of freedom, hope, and 
opportunity for all. 

Laura joins me in sending our best wish-
es for a memorable Kwanzaa, and for 
peace, happiness, and success in the com-
ing year. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

for opportunities to donate and volunteer 
where the need is greatest. By reaching 
out to a neighbor in need, we make our 
country a more just and generous place. 

Our entire Nation is also thinking at this 
time of year of the men and women in 
the military, many of whom will spend 
Christmas at posts and bases far from 
home. They stand between Americans and 
grave danger. They serve in the cause of 
peace and freedom. They wear the uniform 
proudly, and we are so proud of them. 

I have met with these idealistic young 
men and women across America and 
around the world. I know the sacrifices 
they make, and in every place they serve, 
they can know that they have the love of 
their families and the gratitude of their Na-
tion. 

At this time of year, we appreciate all 
the blessings that fill our lives, especially 
the great blessing that came on a holy night 
in Bethlehem. The Christmas story speaks 
to every generation. It is the story of a 
quiet birth in a little town on the margins 
of an indifferent empire; yet that single 
event set the direction of history and still 
changes millions of lives. 

For over two millennia, Christmas has 
carried the message that God is with us, 
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