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Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Dec. 20 

Statement on Senator Trent Lott’s Decision Not To Seek the Senate 
Majority Leader’s Position 
December 20, 2002 

I respect the very difficult decision Trent 
made on behalf of the American people. 
As Majority and Minority Leader of the 
Senate, Trent Lott improved education for 
the American people; he led the way in 
securing tax relief; he strengthened our na-
tional security; and he stood for a bold 

and effective foreign policy. Trent is a val-
ued friend, and a man I respect. I am 
pleased he will continue to serve our Na-
tion in the Senate, and I look forward to 
working with him on our agenda to make 
America safer, stronger, and better. 

Message on the Observance of Christmas 2002 
December 20, 2002 

I send greetings to those celebrating 
Christmas. 

During Christmas, we gather with family 
and friends to celebrate the birth of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. As God’s only Son, 
Jesus came to Earth and gave His life so 
that we may live. His actions and His words 
remind us that service to others is central 
to our lives and that sacrifice and uncondi-
tional love must guide us and inspire us 
to lead lives of compassion, mercy, and jus-
tice. 

The true spirit of Christmas reflects a 
dedication to helping those in need, to giv-
ing hope to those in despair, and to spread-
ing peace and understanding throughout 
the Earth. As we share love and enjoy the 
traditions of this holiday, we are also grate-
ful for the men and women of our Armed 

Forces who are working to defend freedom, 
secure our homeland, and advance peace 
and safety around the world. 

This Christmas, may we give thanks for 
the blessings God has granted to our Na-
tion and in each of our lives. May the joy 
of the holidays renew our commitment to 
working together for a future of peace, op-
portunity, and hope. 

Laura joins me in wishing you a Merry 
Christmas and a blessed New Year. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language version of this 
message. 

Message on the Observance of Kwanzaa 
December 20, 2002 

I send greetings to those celebrating 
Kwanzaa. 

Kwanzaa celebrates the traditional Afri-
can values of unity, self-determination, col-
lective work and responsibility, cooperative 

economics, purpose, creativity, and faith. 
From December 26th to January 1st, peo-
ple of African descent gather to renew their 
commitment to these seven principles, 
known as Nguzo Saba, and give thanks for 
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