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Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the National
Emergency With Respect to Weapons-Usable Fissile Material in the

Territory of the Russian Federation
December 17, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50
U.S.C. 1703(c), I am transmitting a 6-
month periodic report prepared by my Ad-
ministration on the national emergency
with respect to the risk of nuclear prolifera-
tion created by the accumulation of weap-

ons-usable fissile material in the territory

of the Russian Federation that was declared

in Executive Order 13159 of June 21, 2000.
Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUsH

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With President Jose Maria Aznar of Spain

December 18, 2002

President Bush. Welcome. T'll make a
statement; the President will make a state-
ment. That will be all we’ll be doing today.

It is my great honor to welcome my good
personal friend and a friend of the United
States Jose Maria Aznar to the Casa Blan-
ca. He is one of the world’s strongest lead-
ers when it comes to our mutual concerns
about keeping the peace and fighting ter-
ror. He understands the first—he under-
stands firsthand the consequences of terror
activity. And today, Mr. President, we join
you in the mourning of loss of life for a
policeman in your country who was killed.

I also want to take a moment to express
our deepest sympathy for the people of Ga-
licia. We understand the concern and the
heartfelt worry about the effects of the oil-
spill. President Aznar said, “Nunca mas,”
and I believe him. And I want to thank
him for his leadership. And I'm glad he’s
back here.

Bienvenidos.

President Aznar. 1 begin by thanking
President Bush very warmly for his very
kind invitation once again.
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I'd also like to thank President Bush for
his solidarity and particularly for the co-
operation shown to Spain by all levels of
the U.S. administration in the light of the
environmental disaster caused by the sunk-
en oil tanker off the coast of Spain.

And can I say that in all the meetings
I've had with representatives of your ad-
ministration, we have received offers of un-
conditional support in helping cope with
that disaster, and that support is ongoing
and will continue. And I'd like to thank
President Bush for the personal impetus
that he has given in that cooperation.

Spain and the United States are working
together within a framework of very solid
and close cooperation and confidence. And
I am determined that this will continue to
be the case in the future in the fight
against terrorism, in the fight against weap-
ons of mass destruction, and in this over-
riding objective of defending a world of
freedom, justice, and stability.

Gracias, senor.

President Bush. Vamos a verles.
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