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United States and other NGOs are involved
to improve the human condition.

The Muslim world will eventually realize,
if they don’t now, that we believe in free-
dom and we respect all individuals. Unlike
the killers, we value each life in America.
Everybody is precious. Everybody counts.

And to the extent that we need to con-
tinue to make that message work, we will
try to do so. But the best thing we can
do is to show results from our activities
and be able to point to the fact that not
only did we liberate Afghanistan from the
Taliban, we remain in place, with a lot of

aid and a lot of help. And the suffering

of the—the human condition is improving,
and suffering is less because of the United
States of America.

Thank you all. Thanks for coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:58 a.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to President Saddam
Hussein of Irag; Secretary-General Kofi
Annan of the United Nations; Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon of Israel; and Lt. Gen. Dan K.
McNeill, USA, commander of U.S. forces in
Afghanistan. H.R. 3833, approved December
4, was assigned Public Law No. 107-317.

Remarks on Lighting the Hanukkah Menorah

December 4, 2002

Welcome. This is the sixth night of Ha-
nukkah, the Jewish festival of lights. This
holiday marks the victory of Jewish patriots
over oppression more than two millennia
ago. The menorah represents an ancient
miracle, in which a lamp with only enough
oil for one day burned eight.

Each year, Hanukkah brings a message
of hope—that light will overcome darkness,
that goodness will overcome evil, and that
faith can accomplish miracles.

Today, the spirit of those early patriots
lives in the lives of the state of Israel and
throughout the Jewish community and
among all brave people who fight violence
and terror. We pray that this season of
light will also be a season of peace for
the Jewish people.

We are joined this evening by the mem-
bers of the Ramaz Chamber Choir. Ramaz

2164

is a modern orthodox Jewish day school
in Manhattan, and we're grateful to the
students for making the trip to join us
today.

I also want to thank Congregation
Rodeph Shalom in Philadelphia for the use
of this beautiful menorah. Founded in
1795, Rodeph Shalom was the first
Ashkenazic congregation established in the
Western Hemisphere.

Lighting the menorah will be Daniella
and Alexandra Wald from New York City.
We welcome the girls here, and the honor
is yours.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 5:20 p.m. in
the Bookseller’s Area in the East Wing at
the White House.
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