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Nov. 19 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

NATO-U.S. Shared Values 

Q. Some critics now see NATO as a tool-
box, and the United States just goes and 
picks whatever it needs when it needs it. 
Do you agree? 

The President. No, of course not. I mean, 
I think we view this as an alliance of na-
tions with whom we share common values, 
the common values of freedom and indi-
vidual rights and democracy. This is an op-
portunity for us to combine our values with 
our deep desire to have a peaceful world. 
And we will work in concert with each 
other, not in opposition to each other. And 
by working in concert we can really address 
those threats. 

See, that’s the interesting thing that peo-
ple have got to know. There’s threats to 
your freedom. If you embrace freedom and 
love freedom and willing to stand strong 
against global terrorism, you will be threat-
ened. And we can’t let that happen. It’s 
just a different type of threat that we face, 
but it’s a true threat. 

We face it here in America today. 
There’s still an enemy that wants to hit 

us. There’s still an enemy that wants to 
hit our friends. And the NATO Charter 
says, ‘‘If you attack one, you attack us all.’’ 
And that’s a very important alliance, a very 
important statement of commonality to 
keep the peace. 

I think NATO is a good thing, and I 
look forward to working with our friends 
in NATO. 

Q. Mr. President, thank you very much 
for the interview. 

The President. Thank you. I’m so looking 
forward to going to Prague. It’s going to 
be an exciting time for Laura and me to 
go. Thank you. Good job. 

NOTE: The interview was videotaped at 1:20 
p.m. in the Library at the White House. In 
his remarks, the President referred to Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein of Iraq. The inter-
viewer referred to Secretary General Lord 
Robertson of the North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization. The transcript of this interview was 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on November 19. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of this inter-
view. 

Teleconference Remarks With Senate Republican Leaders 
November 19, 2002 

Senator Trent Lott. [Inaudible] 
The President. Well, I appreciate that, 

Trent. And I want to thank you all for 
working hard. We’re making great progress 
in the war on terror. Part of that progress 
will be the ability for us to protect the 
American people at home. This is a very 
important piece of legislation. It is land-
mark in its scope, and it ends a session 
which has been 2 years’ worth of legislative 
work, which has been very productive for 
the American people. 

Senator Lott. [Inaudible] 
The President. Well, I want to thank you 

all. It is an honor to be representing the 

greatest country on the face of the Earth 
over in Europe. And we’re going to have 
an historic day on Thursday when we go 
to expand NATO. The people of Europe 
appreciate America. They appreciate our 
strength, and most importantly, they appre-
ciate our compassion and our love for free-
dom. And I know you all share that side 
of America with me. 

Again, I want to thank all the Senators 
in the room there for your hard work and 
look forward to seeing you when I get back. 

Senator Lott. [Inaudible]
The President. All right, well thank—— 
Senator Lott. [Inaudible]
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The President. I think that’s important. 
Trent, that piece of legislation will help 
put hardhats back to work, and that’s going 
to be good, and I appreciate you working 
on that as well. 

Senator Lott. [Inaudible] 
The President. I need to hear a Texas 

voice. 
Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison. [Inaudi-

ble] 
Senator Don Nickles. [Inaudible] 

The President. Oh, that’s good news. 
Well, thanks. Thanks for your good work, 
and I certainly appreciate it all. 

Senator Lott. [Inaudible] 
The President. Okay, sir. Thank you all 

very much. Bye-bye. 

NOTE: The teleconference began at 1:23 
p.m. The President spoke aboard Air Force 
One en route to Prague, Czech Republic. A 
tape was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks. 

Statement on Congressional Action on Homeland Security Legislation 
November 19, 2002 

The United States Congress has taken 
an historic and bold step forward to protect 
the American people by passing legislation 
to create the Department of Homeland Se-
curity. This landmark legislation, the most 
extensive reorganization of the Federal 
Government since the 1940s, will help our 
Nation meet the emerging threats of ter-
rorism in the 21st century. 

This bill includes the major components 
of my proposal—providing for intelligence 
analysis and infrastructure protection, 
strengthening our borders, improving the 
use of science and technology to counter 
weapons of mass destruction, and creating 

a comprehensive response and recovery di-
vision. 

I commend the employees who will 
move into this new Department for their 
hard work and dedication to the war on 
terrorism. Setting up this new Department 
will take time, but I know we will meet 
the challenge together. 

I look forward to signing this important 
legislation. 

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language version of this 
statement. 

Statement on Congressional Action on Terrorism Risk Insurance 
Legislation 
November 19, 2002 

I commend the House and Senate for 
passing terrorism insurance legislation. Ter-
rorism insurance will help get America’s 
hardhats back on the job, create new jobs 
for America’s workers, and spur billions in 
new investment in construction projects all 
across the country. This bill comes at a 

critical time, as commercial construction is 
at a 6-year low. 

The legislation provides a Federal back-
stop for costs associated with acts of ter-
rorism, ensures meaningful industry partici-
pation in any losses resulting from terrorist 
acts, fully consolidates lawsuits in a single 
Federal court, and provides fair and certain 
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