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The President. April, first of all, the im-
migration laws ought to be the same for
Haitians and everybody else, except for Cu-
bans. And the difference, of course, is that
we don’t send people back to Cuba because
they're going to be persecuted. And that’s
why we've got the special law on the books
as regards to Cubans. But Haitians and ev-
erybody else ought to be treated the same
way. And were in the process of making
sure that happens.

It’s been an enjoyable experience.

NoTE: The President’s news conference
began at 2 p.m. in Room 450 of the Dwight

D. Eisenhower Executive Office Building. In
his remarks, he referred to President Saddam
Hussein of Iraq; President Jacques Chirac of
France; President Vladimir Putin of Russia;
President Jiang Zemin of China; William H.
Webster, Chairman, Commission for the Re-
view of FBI Security Programs; Norm Cole-
man, Senator-elect from Minnesota; and
Representative John R. Thune, defeated sen-
atorial candidate from South Dakota. The
President also referred to Texas Supreme
Court Justice Priscilla Owen and Judge
Charles W. Pickering, Sr., whose nomina-
tions to be U.S. Circuit Judges for the Fifth
Circuit failed.

Statement on Signing the Accountability of Tax Dollars Act of 2002

November 7, 2002

Today I have signed into law H.R. 4685,
a bill to amend title 31, United States
Code, to expand the types of Federal agen-
cies that are required to prepare audited
financial statements.

The executive branch shall construe the
terms “agency,” “executive agency,” and
“covered executive agency” as used in the
legislation in a manner consistent with the
separation of powers principles recognized
by the U.S. Supreme Court in 1992 in
Franklin v. Massachusetts; the principle of
construction relating to section 552 of title
5 set forth by the U.S. Court of Appeals

for the District of Columbia Circuit in 1993
in Meyer v. Bush; and the principle of con-
struction relating to section 112 of title 3
set forth by the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the District of Columbia Circuit in 1995
in Haddon v. Walters.

GEORGE W. BusH
The White House,
November 7, 2002.

Note: H.R. 4685, approved November 7,
was assigned Public Law No. 107-289.

Statement on Signing the Accountability of Tax Dollars Act of 2002

November 7, 2002

Earlier today I signed into law H.R.
4685, the Accountability for Tax Dollars
Act. T was pleased to sign this legislation,
and I thank Congressman Pat Toomey for
his hard work on this bill.

The American people deserve an effi-
cient Government. Requiring agencies to

provide accurate financial information helps
ensure their accountability.

Note: H.R. 4685, approved November 7,
was assigned Public Law No. 107-289.
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