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supervise the unitary executive branch and
shall construe section 116(f) in a manner
consistent with the President’s authority
under the Recommendations Clause of the
Constitution to submit for the consideration
of the Congress such measures as the Presi-
dent shall judge necessary or expedient.
Also, in accordance with the President’s
constitutional power to select individuals
for nomination, the executive branch shall
construe section 116(c)(2) as advisory only.
In addition, the Director of the Institute
of Education Sciences shall implement sec-
tion 186(a) of the Act subject to the super-
vision and direction of the Secretary of
Education. Finally, the executive branch
shall construe section 156(b) regarding the
furnishing of compilations or surveys in a
manner consistent with the principles enun-
ciated by the U.S. Supreme Court in 1983
in INS v. Chadha, which do not permit
the Congress by law to authorize a congres-
sional committee to direct an executive
branch entity to create a compilation or
survey.

The executive branch shall construe pro-
visions of the Act that require taking ac-

count of race, culture, gender, age, region,
socioeconomics, ideology, secularity and
partisan  politics,  including  sections
111(b)(2)(B), 114(f)(7) and (8), 115(a)(1),
116(b)(8) and  (10), 133(c)(7), and
151(b)(3), in a manner consistent with First
Amendment freedoms and the require-
ments of equal protection and due process
under the Due Process Clause of the Fifth
Amendment.

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 174 and title I of the Act as imposing
duties on a State or its officials only when
the duties are a condition of a Federal
grant or contract accepted by or under the
authority of a State, as is consistent with
the principles governing Federal-State rela-
tions enunciated by the U.S. Supreme
Court in 1997 in Printz v. United States.

GEORGE W. BUsH
The White House,
November 5, 2002.

Note: H.R. 3801, approved November 5,
was assigned Public Law No. 107-279.

Message on the Observance of Ramadan

November 5, 2002

I send greetings to Muslims in the
United States and around the world as you
observe the holy month of Ramadan.

Islam is a peace-loving faith that is prac-
ticed by more than one billion people, in-
cluding millions of American Muslims.
These proud citizens contribute to the di-
versity that makes our country strong, and
the United States is grateful for the friend-
ship and support of many Muslim Nations
that are vital partners in the global coalition
to fight against terrorism.

The Quran teaches that Ramadan is a
time for fasting, prayer, worship, and con-
templation. Muslims observe this month by
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renewing their dedication to caring for
those in need, doing good deeds, and
strengthening family and community ties.
These actions reflect many of the values
that Muslims share with people of other
faiths across our Nation and around the
world, including courage, compassion, and
service.

America remains committed to freedom,
justice, and opportunity for all people. Dur-
ing this season of reverence and examina-
tion, we continue to work together for a
future of peace, tolerance, and under-
standing. Laura joins me in sending our
best wishes for a blessed time. May you



Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Nov. 7

be well during Ramadan and throughout
the coming year.

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Military and
Civilian Personnel in Colombia Supporting Plan Colombia

November 6, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Pursuant to section 3204(f), title III,
chapter 2 of the Emergency Supplemental
Act, 2000 (the “Act”), as enacted in the
Military Construction Appropriations Act,
2001, Public Law 106-246, I am providing
a report prepared by my Administration.
The report provides “the aggregate num-
ber, locations, activities, and lengths of as-
signment for all temporary and permanent
U.S. military personnel and U.S. individual
civilians retained as contractors involved in
the antinarcotics campaign in Colombia.”

In so doing, I note and appreciate the
continued strong bipartisan support given
to U.S. programs assisting Colombia in the
Act and elsewhere.

This report is classified because of force
protection considerations and the high level
of terrorist threat in Colombia. However,
the aggregate numbers given below are un-
classified.

The President’s News Conference
November 7, 2002

The President. Thank you. Good after-
noon. Thanks for coming. This is an impor-
tant week for our country and for the
world. The United Nations will vote tomor-
row on a resolution bringing the civilized
world together to disarm Saddam Hussein.
Here at home, our citizens have voted in
an election that I believe will strengthen

The report indicates that as of Sep-
tember 13, 2002, the end of this reporting
period, there were 138 temporary and per-
manent U.S. military personnel and 250
U.S. civilians retained as individual contrac-
tors in Colombia involved in supporting
Plan Colombia. This report further indi-
cates that during July, August, and Sep-
tember 2002, these figures never exceeded
the ceilings established in section 3204(b)
of the Act, as amended.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUsH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released
by the Office of the Press Secretary on No-
vember 7.

our ability to make progress for all the
American people.

I congratulate the men and women, Re-
publicans and Democrats, who were elect-
ed this week to public office all across
America. I appreciate their willingness to
leave their private lives and to serve their
communities and to serve our Nation.
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