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said, “Let’s roll.” And they took the plane
into the ground to serve something greater
than themselves. To me, that epitomized
the greatest of the American spirit, which
is alive and well in America.

No, the enemy hit us—the enemy hit
us. They didn’t know who they were hit-
ting. Out of the evil done to America is
going to come peace. And out of the evil
done to America is going to come a more
hopeful tomorrow. I predict this. I know
it's going to happen, because America is
the greatest nation, full of the finest, most
compassionate people on the face of the
Earth.

Remarks in Blountville, Tennessee
November 2, 2002

Thank you all. Thanks for coming. I'm
honored to be here in East Tennessee. I've
got a fond spot in my heart for Tennessee,
if you know what I mean. I've got a good
feeling about the people in this State, and
I want to thank you for coming this morn-
ing. ’'m—your Congressman, Bill Jenkins,
is doing a fine job, by the way. He said,
“You know, it’s time to quit sermonizing,
and it’s time to pass the plate.” [Laughter]
I think what he meant was, it’s close to
voting time, and it’s time for you all to
go out and vote for the next Governor of
Tennessee, Van Hilleary.

See, we have a duty in this country to
support our freedoms. And one of the ways
we support freedom is to vote. We have
an obligation as American citizens to vote.
So as were approaching election day, I'm
traveling the country, reminding Repub-
licans and Democrats and people who don’t
give a hoot about politics to do their duty
and go to the polls. But I've got some
suggestions once they get in the box.
[Laughter]

For the good of Tennessee, for the good
of the taxpayers of Tennessee, for the good

Thank you all for coming. May God
bless. May God bless America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 5:51 p.m. at
the Kentucky International Convention Cen-
ter. In his remarks, he referred to Represent-
ative Anne Northup and her husband, Robert
Wood “Woody” Northup; senatorial can-
didate Elizabeth Dole of North Carolina;
Geoff Davis, candidate for Kentucky’s
Fourth Congressional District; Mike Sodrel,
candidate for Indiana’s Ninth Congressional
District; and President Saddam Hussein of
Iraq.

of the schoolchildren in Tennessee, vote
Van Hilleary as your Governor. And for
the sake of making sure the United States
Senate and its important seat stays in the
hands of a good, honest, capable Senator,
vote for Lamar Alexander.

I appreciate Meredith Hilleary working
so hard with her husband. She’s going to
be a great first lady on behalf of the people
of Tennessee. I'm pretty good about under-
standing great First Ladies. The American
people are beginning to see why I asked
Laura to marry me. She’s calm and steady
under fire. She’s got great, great vision
about making sure every child gets edu-
cated. She’s got a wonderful heart. A lot
of people are wondering why she said yes.
[Laughter] But she sends her best to the
Hillearys and the Alexanders and the good
people of Tennessee. She’s doing a fabu-
lous job as our First Lady, and I'm really
proud of her.

I'm proud to be up here with two fine
United States Senators. First, we're going
to miss Fred Thompson. He’s been a good
friend, solid Senator. But we’re not going
to miss him nearly half enough when—half
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as much when Lamar Alexander takes his
place. I know you join me in sending our
best to Fred and expressing our deep ap-
preciation for his great service to the coun-
try

And you sent another good one up there,
too, and that’s Frist. He’s a good man, a
good, solid citizen. Both of these men are
allies. Both of them are doing a great job
for all the people of Tennessee. Bill Jenkins
is doing a great job for this congressional
district, too. He’s a reliable voice who cares
deeply about the people of East Tennessee.
You ought to be proud of his service to
you as well.

I want to thank all the grassroots activists
who are here. I want to thank you for what
you have done, and I want to thank you
for what you're going to do, what you're
going to do for candidates such as Janice
Bowling, who’s going to get elected in the
congressional district right next door to
here. I appreciate Janice. She’s a strong
voice. She’s a solid soul. She’ll make a great
Congresswoman.

I also want to thank my friend Darrell
Waltrip. There he is. [Laughter] I've known
him for quite a while. He’s looking young-
er, and I'm looking older. [Laughter] He’s
asking me whether or not he can drive
the Presidential limousine. [Laughter] No.
[Laughter] He’s a good, solid man. One
of the reasons Hilleary is going to win is
because he’s going to win the NASCAR
vote.

I also appreciate Law and Grace and the
Singing Sheriffs group for being here. I'm
sorry I didn’t get here in time to hear you.
Just leave your CD at the door. [Laughter]

But I really want to thank you all and
remind you that not only do you have a
duty to vote, but if you care about the
quality of government in Nashville and in
Washington, turn out to vote. Go to your
houses of worship. Go to your coffee shops.
When you get there Monday morning, in-
stead of sitting around worrying about the
weather, worry about who the next Gov-
ernor is going to be. Worry about who the
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next Senator is going to be. Talk it up
with people who may not pay attention to
the politics as much as we do. And don't
be afraid to talk up the story of Lamar
and Van to Democrats. There’s some dis-
cerning Democrats out there. They want
good government, just like we do. They
don’t want higher taxes, just like we do.
Find those independents that are open-
minded and convince them that when
you've got good ones, like Van and Lamar,
we have a duty in America to support these
good people.

We're going to win this election, come
Tuesday, because of good, hard-working
folks such as yourself, and I'm here to
thank you for what you’re going to do.

No, there’s some reasons—you know, old
Van, he’s not what we call a show horse;
he’s a work horse. He can get the job done.
He’s a plain-spoken fellow. The good thing
about him is, he doesn’t need a poll or
a focus group to tell him what to think.
He’s well grounded in East Tennessee. He
has those values of faith and family, the
kind of man you can count on. He’s not
going to be swayed by the special interests.
He’s going to do what he thinks is right
for all the people of Tennessee. And that’s
important.

We share a vision about the children of
Tennessee too. It says that every child can
learn. You've got to have you a Governor
who believes every child can learn, some-
body who's willing to set high standards
and high expectations, somebody who is
willing to challenge the soft bigotry of low
expectations. See, when you have you a
Governor who believes in not setting high
standards, you're going to get lousy results.
Van Hilleary worked with me and Members
of the United States Congress to make sure
that the Federal bill we passed did two
things—provided plenty of money for Ten-
nessee. There’s $760 million in Federal
education money coming your way, thanks
to the hard work of your Senators and Van
Hilleary.
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But that bill that he worked on said two
other things: One, we trust the people of
Tennessee to chart the path for excellence
for every child. We believe in local control
of schools, and that's the way he’ll be as
your Governor. And secondly, in return for
the money spent, we expect results, don’t
we. You see, we believe every child can
learn. Therefore, we expect every child to
learn. And therefore, we’re going to use
accountability to make sure your money is
being spent wisely. We use accountability
to praise those schools that are meeting
expectations, so we can thank our teachers.
We will use accountability, though, to make
sure that no child, not one single child,
gets trapped in a school which will not
teach and will not change. Van Hilleary
will work with us to make sure no child
is left behind in the State of Tennessee.

Our economy is bumping along. It’s not
doing as well as it should. After all, we're
coming out of a recession; then the enemy
hit us. That created a problem which we're
overcoming. Then we had another problem:
Some of our citizens thought they could
fudge the numbers, thought it's okay, if
they're in positions of responsibility, to not
tell the truth. I want to thank the Senators;
I want to thank Van Hilleary; I want to
thank Bill Jenkins for joining me to pass
the most comprehensive corporate reform
law since Franklin Roosevelt was the Presi-
dent. See, our message today—my message
today is: Those who aren’t responsible to
shareholder and employee—no easy money
in America, just hard time.

I want to thank these Members for un-
derstanding that confidence in our economy
depends upon us holding people to account
if they’re not honest with the people. That’s
the kind of leadership you need in Nash-
ville, and that's the kind of leadership
you've got in Washington.

But we need to do more work on our
economy. We need to understand, if some-
body is looking for work and they can’t
find a job, we've got a problem. Anybody
is looking for work and wants to put food

on the table, and they can’t find work, we
need to make sure we've got people in
the Federal office and the State office who
understand job creation. The role of Gov-
ermment is not to create wealth. The role
of Government is to create an environment
in which the small-business person can
grow to be a big-business person.

That’s why it’s important you have some-
body in Nashville who understands the role
of the small-business owner. Seventy per-
cent of new jobs in America are created
by small businesses, the entrepreneurs. And
you better get you somebody as the Gov-
ernor who understands that, who under-
stands policy ought to be to encourage the
growth of small business. And one way to
do that is to let small-business owners and
taxpayers keep more of your own money.

That tax relief bill we passed is going
to give Tennessee people $27 billion over
the next 10 years. That's your money to
begin with, by the way. That’s not the Gov-
ermnment’s money. It’s your money. And
when you've got it in your pocket, you're
going to demand a good or a service. If
you demand a good or a service, somebody
is going to produce that good or a service.
And when somebody produces that good
or a service, somebody is more likely to
find work.

You see, if you listen to that other bunch,
they're going to say we need to revisit the
tax relief. That's Washington, DC, code for,
“We're going to get back in your pocket.”
[Laughter] Tax relief was good for our
economy. It's going to be good for our
economy. It's going to be good for the
working people, and we need to make tax
relief permanent.

No, I look forward to working with Van
to do a lot of things to help Tennessee—
make sure that welfare system works. Part
of the welfare reform that worked and
something that needs to go forward is to
have a Governor work with the Congress
to help people find work. See, when you
work, you find dignity. If you want to help
people get off welfare, if you want to help
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them help themselves, you help them have
the skills necessary to work. Work needs
to be the central core of any good welfare
policy.

And Van Hilleary understands that. No,
when you put Van Hilleary in office, you're
going to be putting a good man in office,
a man who’s going to work hard to rep-
resent all the people of Tennessee, a man
who will make you proud as Governor, a
man with whom I can work, and a man
who will represent that office, that high
office, with class and dignity. I'm here to
urge the good people of East Tennessee
to turn out to vote next Tuesday and put
Van Hilleary in as Governor of the great
State.

And T need Lamar up there in Wash-
ington too, and so do you. He’s got a great
record for Tennessee. People know that he
is what we call a class act. When given
the responsibilities, he handled his business
well. More importantly, he cares deeply
about the all the citizens of this State.
Lamar is going to make a great United
States Senator. And there’s a lot of things
we can work together on, whether it be
education—of course, he’s an expert on
that subject—or whether it would be mak-
ing sure our economy grows. I know we'll
have a strong ally, and the people will have
a strong ally in Lamar Alexander.

Oh, there’s some things we need to work
on, like making sure the health care system
works. We need his vote up there to make
sure that you've got affordable and acces-
sible health care. We need his vote up
there to make sure the Medicare system
works. There are too many lawsuits these
days which are driving up the cost of medi-
cine and driving doctors out of the practice
of medicine. We want the system to work.
We want our people to have access to the
courts, of course, but these frivolous and
junk lawsuits are running these docs out
of business, running up your price of medi-
cine. We need to have medical liability re-
form at the Federal level, and Lamar
Alexander will vote that way.
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And we've got to make sure Medicare
works. Medicine is becoming modern.
Technology is changing medicine. New dis-
coveries have changed medicine. But Medi-
care isn't modern. It’s stuck in the past.
Just ask our seniors. We need Lamar
Alexander in the United States Senate to
work to modernize Medicare, which means
prescription drug benefits for our senior
citizens.

And T need him up there, along with
Senator Frist, to make sure that our judici-
ary works properly. We can’t get our judges
through the United States Senate. There
is a vacancy problem in our Federal courts.
Too many of our benches have got vacan-
cies, which means you can’t get access to
the courts. They're playing politics with the
judges in Washington, DC. They don’t like
the fact that I'm naming good, honorable,
decent people who will not use the bench
from which to legislate but from which to
interpret the United States Constitution.

No, there’s a lot of issues we can work
on to make America better for everybody.
The biggest issue we’ll work together on
is to secure our homeland, prevent the
American people from coming under attack
again by a bunch of coldblooded killers.
These people hate us because of what we
love. And we love freedom, and we’re not
going to change.

I asked Congress to join me in a creation
of a Department of Homeland Security. I
did so because I want all the agencies in-
volved with protecting you to be under—
to have as their priority protection of the
American people, and if need be, change
cultures so people get it in their head that
there’s still an enemy out there which lurks
around, so we can coordinate better. The
House of Representatives, thanks to Van
and Jenkins, supported me on a good bill.
The bill is stuck in the Senate. This bill
is stuck in the Senate, in spite of the good
efforts of Fred Thompson and Bill Frist.
And the reason it is was because the Senate
wants me to give up a power that Presi-
dents since John Kennedy has had, which
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is the capacity to suspend certain work
rules, certain collective bargaining rules, in
the name of national security.

I won’t accept a lousy bill out of the
Senate. I need a bill to put the right people
at the right place at the right time to pro-
tect the American people. Under some
Senators” vision, I would have the capacity
to make national security decisions in Agri-
culture Department but not in the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. That don’t
make any sense to me, and I know it
doesn’t make any sense to you. We need
Lamar Alexander, and we need to change
the United States Senate.

But the best way to secure the homeland
is to chase the killers down, one at a time,
and bring them to justice, what America
is going to do. We've got them on the
run, and we’re going to keep them on the
run. And one of the reasons we've got them
on the run is, we've got a fantastic military.

I signed a good defense bill, thanks to
the Senators and thanks to Van and Bill
Jenkins, a good defense bill that pays our
people, equips our people, and trains our
people the way you want them. We've got
to get them the best pay, the best training,
and the best possible equipment. We owe
that to the loved ones. We owe that to
our troops. But were also sending a clear
signal to friend and foe that we're in this
deal for the long haul. We love freedom.
It doesn’t matter how long it takes to de-
fend America and to protect our freedoms;
we're going after them, one at a time.

And we're making progress. Sometimes
youll read about it, and sometimes you
won’t. Sometimes you'll see the fact that
somebody got hauled in, and sometimes it’s
just not going to make it on to your radar
screen. But make no mistake about it,
there’s no cave deep enough, no corner
of the world dark enough to prevent the
long arm of justice from the United States
to reach them around the world.

And the reason I feel so strong about
it is that I recognize we're living in a dif-
ferent world today than we were last—prior

to September the 1lth. It's a different
world because no longer can we be content
with the fact that two oceans protect us
from danger. It used to be that we don't
have to worry about some potential threat
overseas because oceans protected us. It
used to be we could pick or choose wheth-
er or not we wanted to be involved. But
at home we were confident we were okay
because of oceans, because of our geog-
raphy. And that changed on that fateful
day. Therefore, it’s very important for you
to elect people to office who are clear-
eyed realists, people who see the world the
way it is, not the way we would hope it
to be.

And that’s the reason why I started the
debate in our Congress and amongst the
American people, in fact, in the world com-
munity, about the threat to America and
threat to our friends and allies from Mr.
Saddam Hussein. He’s a dangerous man.
He told the world he wouldn’t have weap-
ons of mass destruction—11 years ago he
said that. He’s got them. We found out
a while ago that he was close to having
a nuclear weapon. We dismantled that
when he used to let inspectors in. We don’t
know where he stands today, but we know
what’s in his mind. We know the implica-
tions of him having a nuclear weapon.

We know that this is a man who has
chemical weapons, and we know he’s used
them. See, he’s used them. He hasn’t stock-
piled them. He’s used them in his neigh-
borhood, and he’s used them on his own
people. We know he can’t stand America.
We know he can’t stand some of our closest
friends. We know that he has had contacts
with terrorist networks like Al Qaida. And
we know, clearly, that one of the dangers
we face is him serving as a training ground
and an arsenal for one of these shadowy
terrorist networks, which could come home,
could come home here. And so he’s a dan-
ger.

I went to the United Nations because
I want that body to be effective to help
us keep the peace. I said to the United
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Nations, “This man has defied you 16
times. How long is it going to take for
you to show some backbone so we can
work together to keep the peace? You have
a choice to be the United Nations, which
is an effective body to keep the peace, or
the League of Nations. That’s your choice
to make.”

And Saddam Hussein has a choice. He
can disarm like he said. He can get rid
of his weapons of mass destruction. But
if the United Nations won’t act and if Sad-
dam Hussein won't disarm, this country,
in the name of peace and in the name
of freedom, will lead a coalition to disarm
Saddam Hussein.

I say that as a man who longs for peace.
I say that as a man who knows the stakes.
I say that as a man who’s not going to
forget September the 11th, 2001, or the
attack on a French vessel recently or the
attack in Bali, Indonesia. I say this as a
man who is briefed on a daily basis about
the threats we face in America. I say this
as a man who is absolutely confident that
out of the evil done to America can come
some good, because I understand the na-
ture of this country. I believe if we remain
the course and stay strong and diligent and
focused and remember that freedom is not
America’s gift to the world, it is God’s gift
to the world, that we can achieve peace,
that we can have a peaceful world.

I believe out of the evil done to America,
we can achieve peace if we're strong and
diligent and focused, not only here at home
but—because we value each life; everybody
counts—in parts of the world which have
quit on peace. I believe peace is possible
if we're tough and strong in the Middle
East. I believe peace is possible in South
Asia. And I know at home, out of the evil
done to America can come a more compas-
sionate and better country.

See, Government can help, and we will.
We'll all work on laws to make things bet-
ter. But what Government cannot do is put
love in people’s hearts or a sense of pur-
pose in people’s lives. And amongst our
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plenty we've got to remember there are
some who hurt, some who are lonely, some
who are addicted, some who are wondering
whether the American Dream is meant for
them. I'm optimistic that out of the evil
done to this country can come a better
day where everybody understands the great
promise of this country, because I know
the strength of America, and the strength
of America is in the hearts and souls of
our fellow citizens. If you want to fight
evil, if you want to be a patriot, love a
neighbor just like you'd like to be loved
yourselves.

Today I met Kathy Henderson. She’s an
active volunteer at Central Heights Ele-
mentary School. She decided she wanted
to be part of the army of compassion; she
wanted to make a difference in somebody’s
life. So she’s helping young children learn
to read. There’s all kinds of ways where
we can change America for the better,
whether it be Boy Scouts or Girl Scouts
or Boys and Girls Clubs or mentoring like
Kathy. She asked me to say she needs vol-
unteers, by the way, on the Read Along
With Me program. You can do it by just
telling somebody you love them, a shut-
in, that you love them. You can help feed
the hungry; you can house the homeless.
There’s all kinds of ways we can help.

No, the enemy had no idea who they
were hitting. Oh, they probably thought
we'd file a lawsuit or two. [Laughter] They
didn’t realize America like we know. The
spirit of America is alive and well. It’s the
spirit which says, when it comes to the
defense of our country, welll be plenty
tough. But the spirit also says that a patriot
is somebody who is willing to serve some-
thing greater than themselves. A patriot is
willing to help somebody who hurts.

No, I boldly predict to you that out of
the evil done to America is going to come
a more peaceful world. And out of the evil
done to America will become a more hope-
ful America, because this is the greatest
country, full of the finest people on the
face of the Earth.
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Thank you for coming today. May God
bless, and God bless America.

NoTE: The President spoke at 9:50 a.m. at
the Tri-Cities Regional TN/VA Airport. In his
remarks, he referred to gubernatorial can-

The President’s Radio Address
November 2, 2002

Good morning. The Federal courts play
a central role in American justice, pro-
tecting the innocent, punishing the guilty,
and upholding the rule of law. Yet, our
Federal courts today are in crisis. The judi-
cial confirmation process does not work as
it should. Nominees are too often mis-
treated. Votes are delayed. Hearings are de-
nied, and dozens of Federal judgeships sit
empty, endangering the quality of justice
in America.

Since coming into office, I have sent to
the Senate 32 nominees for the Federal
courts of appeals. These nominees are men
and women with experience, intelligence,
character, and bipartisan home-State sup-
port. They represent the mainstream of
American law and American values. Yet the
Senate has confirmed only 14 of these 32
nominees. As of this week, 15 of my ap-
peals court nominees will have been forced
to wait over a year for a hearing, which
is more than under the previous 9 Presi-
dents combined.

There is no good reason why any nomi-
nee should endure a year, a year and a
half, or more without the courtesy of an
up-or-down floor vote. Whatever the expla-
nation, we clearly have a poisoned atmos-
phere in which well-qualified nominees are
neither voted up nor voted down; theyre
just left in limbo. If this situation persists
and judicial vacancies go unfulfilled, the
Federal courts will be unable to act in a
timely manner to enforce the criminal laws,

didate Van Hilleary and his wife, Meredith;
senatorial candidate Lamar Alexander and
his wife, Honey; Janice Bowling, candidate
for Tennessee’s Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict; NASCAR driver Darrell Waltrip; and
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

the environmental laws, and the civil right
laws that affect the lives of every American.

The judicial crisis is the result of a bro-
ken system, and we have a duty to repair
it. I want to work with the Senate to fash-
ion a new approach to filling Federal court
vacancies, a bipartisan approach that would
apply now and in the future. This week,
I have offered four proposals to break the
logjam in Washington and bring the Fed-
eral courts to full strength.

First, I call on Federal judges to notify
the President of their intention to retire
at least a year in advance, whenever pos-
sible. Because the nomination and con-
firmation of a Federal judge is a lengthy
process, judges who retire without advance
notice can unintentionally create a judicial
vacancy for many months.

Second, I propose that Presidents submit
a nomination to the Senate within 180 days
of receiving notice of a Federal court va-
cancy or intended retirement. This will con-
tinue but speed up the process of obtaining
recommendations and evaluations from
home-State Senators and others, while leav-
ing ample time for Presidents to choose
nominees of the highest quality.

Third, I called on the Senate Judiciary
Committee to commit to holding a hearing
within 90 days of receiving a nomination.
A firm deadline is the best way to ensure
that judicial nominees are promptly consid-
ered. And 90 days is more than enough
time for the committee to conduct nec-
essary research before holding a hearing,
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