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Oct. 24 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

You’ve got to understand that patriot-
ism—patriotism or the American spirit can 
be served all kinds of ways. It is more 
than just putting your hand over your heart. 
It is serving a great nation. And you can 
do so by helping somebody who hurts, 
somebody in need. 

No, the enemy hit us. They had no idea 
who they were hitting. There’s no doubt 
in my mind that this great Nation can lead 
the world to peace. There’s no doubt in 
my mind that we can have a more compas-
sionate tomorrow for everybody who lives 
in this country because, my fellow Ameri-
cans, we’re citizens of the greatest country, 
full of the finest people on the face of 
the Earth. 

Thank you for coming. May God bless 
you, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:33 p.m. at 
Hitchcock Field at the Plainsman Park Base-
ball Stadium. In his remarks, he referred to 
William F. Walker, president, and Steven 
Renfroe, head baseball coach, Auburn Uni-
versity; gubernatorial candidate Bob Riley 
and his wife, Patsy; Mike Rogers, candidate 
for Alabama’s Third Congressional District, 
and his wife, Beth; Jo Bonner, candidate for 
Alabama’s First Congressional District; 
President Jiang Zemin of China; President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq; and Ramzi bin al-
Shibh, an Al Qaida operative suspected of 
helping to plan the September 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks, who was captured in Karachi, 
Pakistan. 

Statement on Apprehension of Suspects in the Washington Area Sniper 
Attacks 
October 24, 2002 

The entire Nation is grateful to all of 
the local, State, and Federal law enforce-
ment officials who have worked with such 
great urgency and with so little rest to solve 
the sniper case. Their efforts resulted in 
the apprehension of those considered sus-
pects in the sniper shootings. We are also 
grateful to the citizens who kept their eyes 

open and provided information to the po-
lice. We will keep the victims and their 
families and friends in our thoughts and 
prayers. The hunt for a merciless killer has 
been difficult—and America greatly appre-
ciates all the good men and women who 
fight crime and uphold justice across this 
great country. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Cyprus 
October 24, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:) 
In accordance with section 620C(c) of 

the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as 
amended, I am providing a report prepared 
by my Administration on progress toward 
a negotiated solution of the Cyprus ques-
tion covering the period August 1, 2002, 

through September 30, 2002. The previous 
submission covered events from June 1, 
2002, through July 31, 2002. 

Direct talks on the island between Greek 
Cypriot leader Glafcos Clerides and Turk-
ish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash continue 
under United Nations auspices. As in the 
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past reporting periods, Special Cyprus Co-
ordinator Thomas G. Weston provided dip-
lomatic support to the process. Our new 
Ambassador to Cyprus, Michael Klosson, 
provided similar support when he assumed 
his post in August. The United States re-
mains committed to the United Nations ef-
fort to find a just and lasting settlement 
to the Cyprus problem. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., chair-
man, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

The President’s News Conference With President Jiang Zemin of China in 
Crawford, Texas 
October 25, 2002 

President Bush. I want to welcome the 
President of China to our ranch and to 
Texas. 

I want to start off by saying how sad 
Laura and I are about the sudden and trag-
ic death of United States Senator Paul 
Wellstone, his wife, and one of his children, 
as well as the death of others on that pri-
vate airplane. Our prayers and heartfelt 
sympathy goes to their sons, their loved 
ones, their friends, and the people of Min-
nesota. Paul Wellstone was a man of deep 
convictions, a plain-spoken fellow who did 
his best for his State and for his country. 
May the good Lord bless those who grieve. 

This is the third meeting of the President 
and me, and our personal relations and the 
relations between our two countries are 
strong. In our meeting, we discussed the 
threat posed by the Iraqi regime. China 
supports Iraq’s strict compliance with U.N. 
Security Council resolutions. And today we 
discussed and I urged President Jiang to 
support a new Security Council resolution 
demanding Iraq fully disarm itself of weap-
ons of mass destruction. 

The President and I also discussed and 
expressed concern about the acknowledg-
ment of the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea of a program to enrich uranium. 
We agreed that peace and stability in 
northeast Asia must be maintained. Both 

sides will continue to work towards a nu-
clear-weapons-free Korean Peninsula and a 
peaceful resolution of this issue. 

The United States and China are also 
allies in the fight against global terror, and 
our two countries are deepening our eco-
nomic relations. It is inevitable that nations 
the size of the United States and China 
will have differences, but the President and 
I agree that we need to resolve our dif-
ferences through mutual understanding and 
respect. 

On human rights, I emphasized that no 
nation’s efforts to counter terrorism should 
be used to justify suppressing minorities or 
silencing peaceful dissent. I shared with the 
President my views on the importance of 
China freeing prisoners of conscience, giv-
ing fair treatment to peoples of faith, and 
preserving the rights of Hong Kong citi-
zens. I also spoke of the importance of 
respecting human rights in Tibet and en-
couraged more dialog with Tibetan leaders. 

On proliferation, I expressed our con-
tinuing concerns about transfers of sensitive 
technologies. 

On Taiwan, I emphasized to the Presi-
dent that our ‘‘one China’’ policy, based 
on the three communiques in the Taiwan 
Relations Act, remains unchanged. 
stressed the need for dialog between China 
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