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Oct. 16 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

our country. I’m fully responsible to the 
young men and women in uniform who 
may face these risks. Yet those risks only 
increase with time, and the costs could be 
immeasurably higher in years to come. To 
shrink from this threat would bring a false 
sense of temporary peace, leading to a fu-
ture in which millions live or die at the 
discretion of a brutal dictator. That’s not 
true peace, and we won’t accept it. 

The terrorist attacks of last year put our 
country on notice. We’re not immune from 
the dangers and hatreds of the world. In 
the events of September the 11th, we re-
solved as a nation to oppose every threat 
from any source that could bring sudden 
tragedy to the American people. This Na-
tion will not live at the mercy of any for-
eign power or plot. Confronting grave dan-

gers is the surest path to peace and secu-
rity. This is the expectation of the American 
people and the decision of their elected 
representatives. 

I thank the Congress for a thorough de-
bate and an overwhelming statement of 
support. The broad resolve of our Govern-
ment is now clear to all, clear to everyone 
to see: We will defend our Nation and lead 
others in defending the peace. 

May God bless your work. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:17 a.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq; and missing American pilot 
Lt. Comdr. Michael S. Speicher, USN. H.J. 
Res. 114, approved October 16, was assigned 
Public Law No. 107–243. 

Statement on Signing the Authorization for Use of Military Force Against 
Iraq Resolution of 2002 
October 16, 2002 

Today I have signed into law H.J. Res. 
114, a resolution ‘‘To authorize the use of 
United States Armed Forces against Iraq.’’ 
By passing H.J. Res. 114, the Congress has 
demonstrated that the United States speaks 
with one voice on the threat to inter-
national peace and security posed by Iraq. 
It has also clearly communicated to the 
international community, to the United Na-
tions Security Council, and, above all, to 
Iraq’s tyrannical regime a powerful and im-
portant message: the days of Iraq flouting 
the will of the world, brutalizing its own 
people, and terrorizing its neighbors 
must—and will—end. Iraq will either com-
ply with all U.N. resolutions, rid itself of 
weapons of mass destruction, and in its 
support for terrorists, or it will be com-
pelled to do so. I hope that Iraq will choose 
compliance and peace, and I believe pas-
sage of this resolution makes that choice 
more likely. 

The debate over this resolution in the 
Congress was in the finest traditions of 
American democracy. There is no social or 
political force greater than a free people 
united in a common and compelling objec-
tive. It is for that reason that I sought an 
additional resolution of support from the 
Congress to use force against Iraq, should 
force become necessary. While I appreciate 
receiving that support, my request for it 
did not, and my signing this resolution does 
not, constitute any change in the long-
standing positions of the executive branch 
on either the President’s constitutional au-
thority to use force to deter, prevent, or 
respond to aggression or other threats to 
U.S. interests or on the constitutionality of 
the War Powers Resolution. On the impor-
tant question of the threat posed by Iraq, 
however, the views and goals of the Con-
gress, as expressed in H.J. Res. 114 and 
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previous congressional resolutions and en-
actments, and those of the President are 
the same. 

Throughout the past months, I have had 
extensive consultations with the Congress, 
and I look forward to continuing close con-
sultation in the months ahead. In addition, 
in accordance with section 4 of H.J. Res. 
114, I intend to submit written reports to 
the Congress on matters relevant to this 
resolution every 60 days. To the extent pos-
sible, I intend to consolidate information 
in these reports with the information con-

cerning Iraq submitted to the Congress 
pursuant to previous, related resolutions. 

The United States is committed to a 
world in which the people of all nations 
can live in freedom, peace, and security. 
Enactment of H.J. Res. 114 is an important 
step on the road toward such a world. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
October 16, 2002. 

NOTE: H.J. Res. 114, approved October 16, 
was assigned Public Law No. 107–243. 

Remarks Following Discussions With Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of Israel 
and an Exchange With Reporters 
October 16, 2002 

The President. So, here’s what’s going to 
happen. I’m going to have an opening 
statement; the Prime Minister will make 
an opening statement. I will call on a per-
son; he will call—the Press Secretary will 
call on a person. I will call another; he 
will. And that’s it, two questions a side. 

It’s my honor to welcome the Prime 
Minister of our close friend to—back to 
the White House. We’ve just had a good 
discussion about peace and security, about 
prosperity. I first want to say that I under-
stand that—what terror has done to econ-
omy. Terror has affected our economy. Ter-
ror has affected the Israeli economy, but 
we’ve got great confidence in the Israeli 
economy. We’ve got great confidence in the 
Israeli people. The greatest asset Israel has 
is the brainpower and ingenuity of her peo-
ple. And I’m convinced that the economy 
will be strong. 

I appreciate so very much the fact that 
the Prime Minister is committed to working 
with his Cabinet to move some of the Pal-
estinian money to the Palestinian people, 
that he cares about the human condition 
of the Palestinians, and that under a moni-

toring system to make sure that the money 
being sent back to the Palestinian people 
will not be used for terrorist activities, that 
he is willing to work with his Cabinet to 
do just that. I believe that’s important. 

We talked about the framework for 
peace, the idea of working toward peace, 
the idea of two states living side by side 
in peace as a part of our vision. And to 
this end, Bill Burns, Ambassador from the 
State Department, is going back to the 
Middle East to continue to work on the 
process, continue to work toward achieving 
concrete, real, objective, and measurable 
reforms, so that there’s a peaceful future 
for the region. 

So, Mr. Prime Minister, thanks for com-
ing. It’s good to welcome you. I appreciate 
you being here. 

Prime Minister Sharon. I would like to 
thank you, Mr. President, for having us 
again here. I would like to express our deep 
appreciation to your leadership facing the 
world terror. We regard terror as the most 
dangerous thing, and seeing the terror 
spread now, seeing that your leadership— 
under your leadership, the world will be 
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