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chemical weapons and is rebuilding the fa-
cilities used to make more of those weap-
ons. Saddam Hussein has used these weap-
ons of death against innocent Iraqi people, 
and we have every reason to believe he 
will use them again. 

Iraq has longstanding ties to terrorist 
groups, which are capable of and willing 
to deliver weapons of mass death. And Iraq 
is ruled by perhaps the world’s most brutal 
dictator, who has already committed geno-
cide with chemical weapons, ordered the 
torture of children, and instituted the sys-
tematic rape of the wives and daughters 
of his political opponents. 

We cannot leave the future of peace and 
the security of America in the hands of 
this cruel and dangerous man. This dictator 
must be disarmed, and all the United Na-
tions resolutions against his brutality and 
support for terrorism must be enforced. 

The United States does not desire mili-
tary conflict, because we know the awful 
nature of war. Our country values life, and 
we will never seek war unless it is essential 
to security and justice. We hope that Iraq 
complies with the world’s demands. If, 
however, the Iraqi regime persists in its 
defiance, the use of force may become un-
avoidable. Delay, indecision, and inaction 
are not options for America, because they 
could lead to massive and sudden horror. 

Should force be required to bring 
Saddam to account, the United States will 
work with other nations to help the Iraqi 
people rebuild and form a just government. 

We have no quarrel with the Iraqi people. 
They are the daily victims of Saddam Hus-
sein’s oppression, and they will be the first 
to benefit when the world’s demands are 
met. 

American security, the safety of our 
friends, and the values of our country lead 
us to confront this gathering threat. By sup-
porting the resolution now before them, 
Members of Congress will send a clear 
message to Saddam: His only choice is to 
fully comply with the demands of the 
world. And the time for that choice is lim-
ited. Supporting this resolution will also 
show the resolve of the United States and 
will help spur the United Nations to act. 

I urge Americans to call their Members 
of Congress to make sure your voice is 
heard. The decision before Congress cannot 
be more consequential. I’m confident that 
members of both political parties will 
choose wisely. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9 a.m. 
on October 4 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
October 5. The transcript was made available 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Octo-
ber 4 but was embargoed for release until 
the broadcast. In his remarks, President Bush 
referred to President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language transcript of this 
address. 

Remarks to the Community in Manchester, New Hampshire 
October 5, 2002 

Thank you all very much. Please be seat-
ed, except for those of you who don’t have 
a chair. [Laughter] 

I’ve been here before. This was the site 
of the great pancake flip-off. [Laughter] A 
lot of time has passed since I was flipping 

pancakes in this armory. [Laughter] And 
I want to thank you all for coming. I want 
to thank my fellow citizens for taking time 
out of your day to give me a chance to 
come and talk about issues that confront 
our country, and my strong desire to work 
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with all who live in America to make Amer-
ica a safer, a stronger, and a better place. 

My dream is for this country to be a 
strong country, as importantly a safe coun-
try, and a country in which each of us 
who live here realizes the great American 
potential belongs to everybody. 

I want to thank you for bringing your 
families out to say hello. I want to thank 
you for sending some good people to Wash-
ington, DC. I’m proud to call Judd Gregg 
my friend. He’s doing a great job as the 
United States Senator. 

I’m honored that Governor Shaheen is 
here today. I appreciate her taking time 
out of her schedule to come and pay her 
respects to the Presidency. I appreciate the 
mayor of Manchester. I appreciate mem-
bers of the congressional delegation, Con-
gressman Charlie Bass and Congressman 
John Sununu, for joining us as well. 

I’m glad—I am glad that your mayor, 
the mayor of Manchester, Mayor Baines, 
is with us today. Mr. Mayor, thank you 
for coming as well. Ray Wieczorek is here, 
who is on the New Hampshire Executive 
Councilor. I appreciate Ray. 

But most of all, I appreciate my fellow 
citizens. I appreciate those of you who are 
here to work hard to make your community 
and New Hampshire a strong place. 

I want to tell you one of the things on 
my mind, and it’s: I worry about people 
being able to find work in America. Any-
time anybody who wants to work and can’t 
find a job says to me, we’ve got a problem, 
and we must do everything we can to grow 
our economy—that all of us together must 
work to do that which we can to enable 
our environment, our economic environ-
ment, to prosper, so people can find work. 
I want Americans to be able to put food 
on the table. 

And we’ve got an issue here in the coun-
try, and we’ve got to work together to solve 
it. Now, you’ve got to know something: I 
am optimistic about our economic future. 
First of all, I understand the American spir-
it. We’ve got the best workers in the world. 

We’ve got the best entrepreneurs in the 
world. Our productivity is the best there 
is. Interest rates are low. Inflation is low. 
The foundation for growth is solid. But it’s 
not good—going good enough. 

Yesterday we had a good report: The un-
employment rate dropped across the coun-
try. It’s still not good enough, and we ought 
to continue to do that which is necessary 
to grow our economy. And I’ve got a cou-
ple of ideas, and Congress can help. I read-
ily concede my vision of Government is 
not to create wealth but to create an envi-
ronment in which the small business can 
grow to be a big business, in which the 
entrepreneur can realize his or her dreams, 
in which our producers can find markets. 
The job of Government is to create an en-
vironment in which growth is possible. 

That’s why I am such a strong believer 
and strong advocate of letting people keep 
more of your own money. You see, it is 
when times are slow that you let people 
have money in their pocket. When some-
body has more money in their pocket, 
they’re more likely to demand a good or 
a service. And in the marketplace, when 
somebody demands a good or a service, 
somebody is likely to produce the good or 
a service. And when somebody produces 
a good or a service, somebody is more like-
ly able to find work. 

Tax relief came at the absolute right 
time. But the reason I’m still talking about 
it, the reason we have to talk about it is 
because there is a quirk in the Senate rules. 
On the one hand, they giveth; on the other 
hand, they taketh away, because after 10 
years the tax relief package ends. All the 
relief that had happened resorts back to 
the way it was prior to last year. I know 
that’s hard to understand. That’s one of 
those Washington things. 

But for the sake of economic vitality, 
Congress needs to make the tax cuts per-
manent. People need to be able to plan. 
Part of an environment which will encour-
age economic growth means people— 
there’s certainty. And there needs to be 
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certainty in the Tax Code. You can’t have 
a Tax Code that’s one way for a while and 
reverts back; that’s not certainty. 

The tax relief plan is incredibly good for 
small businesses. Most small businesses are 
sole proprietorships. Most small businesses 
are limited partnerships, which means the 
small business pays taxes at the income tax 
rate—personal income tax rates. And so 
therefore, when you reduce all rates, you 
inject needed capital into the small-business 
sector. Seventy percent of new jobs in 
America are created by small-business own-
ers. For the sake of job creation, for the 
sake of certainty, for the sake of the growth 
of our small-business sector, Congress 
needs to make the tax cuts permanent. 

A stronger America—a stronger America 
is one in which people can find work. We 
have got a problem when it comes to con-
struction projects in America. The terrorists 
hit us, and now—lot of folks who want 
to put steel in the ground can’t get insur-
ance. We need the Congress to act on ter-
rorism insurance. We need to have Con-
gress act as a stopgap for those who want 
to put construction projects forward. 
There’s over $15 billion of construction 
projects which are now on hold because 
we can’t get terrorism insurance done. 
They’ve been talking about it, but we can’t 
get it out of the—can’t get it out of what 
they call the conference committee. Fifteen 
billion dollars’ worth of projects are stalled, 
which means 300,000 jobs. 

My call to Congress, before they go 
home, for the sake of jobs, for the sake 
of putting hardhats back to work, for the 
sake of letting people have a chance to 
put food on their table, we need a ter-
rorism insurance package which does not 
reward trial lawyers but does reward the 
hardhats of America. 

Like you, I’m concerned about the fact 
that 401(k)s are being affected, that peo-
ple’s savings have been eroded. I’m con-
cerned about that. We need to create an 
environment in Washington which pro-
motes growth and certainty. 

One thing that will send a good message 
to markets and to our fellow Americans 
is if Washington can show some fiscal dis-
cipline. And that starts with understanding 
whose money we spend in Washington. 
We’re not spending the Government’s 
money. We’re spending your money in 
Washington, DC. 

See, we need to set priorities. We need 
to set clear priorities: Winning this war on 
terror and protecting the homeland, making 
sure our kids get educated. We ought to 
set priorities, but we ought not to spend 
beyond those priorities. And here’s the dan-
ger: There is no budget in the United 
States Senate. You see, if you don’t have 
a budget, guess what can happen, particu-
larly in an environment in which every idea 
sounds like a great idea? See, in Wash-
ington, every idea is—sounds wonderful. 
The problem in that town is, is that the 
price tag usually runs in the billions. With-
out a budget, there is a danger that the 
Congress will overspend. 

I submitted a budget that shows us get-
ting back to balance in a reasonable period 
of time if there’s fiscal sanity in Wash-
ington. For the sake of job creation, for 
the sake of improving the economic envi-
ronment here in America, the United States 
Congress must fund our priorities, must not 
try to get re-elected with extraneous spend-
ing, and must remember whose money we 
spend in Washington—and it is the people’s 
money. 

I will continue to work to make America 
a stronger country by working hard to im-
prove our economy, by working hard to 
help people find work, by working hard 
to bring confidence back into the American 
system. 

And by the way, that started with me 
having the honor of signing the most sig-
nificant corporate reforms since Franklin 
Roosevelt was the President. Here’s the 
message: If you’re running a corporation 
in America, we expect you to be open; we 
expect you to be honest; we expect you 
to treat your shareholders with respect; we 
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expect you to treat your employees with 
respect. If you break the law, we’re going 
to come and get you; you’re going to spend 
hard time. 

And we’re going to work hard to make 
sure America is a stronger place, but my 
most important job is to make America a 
safer place. I’m reminded of that every 
time I come and give a speech and see 
the little ones here. I’m also reminded, 
since some of them are going to sleep, to 
keep my speeches shorter. [Laughter] 

I want you to know that I say we have 
to work to make America a safer place be-
cause there is still an enemy out there who 
hates America. And they hate us because 
of what we love. They hate us because we 
love freedom in America. We love freedom 
to the point we will never back down and 
relinquish our freedoms. We love the idea 
of anybody in America being able to wor-
ship an almighty God any way he or she 
sees fit. We love the fact that in our society 
there is discourse about elections and poli-
tics. A free society has open debate. We 
love that. We love a free press. We love 
everything about our freedoms. And that’s 
why the enemy hates us. 

It’s hard for some youngsters to under-
stand that. But you’ve just got to know 
there are people that don’t value life, ei-
ther. See, that’s one of the things that dif-
ferentiates us. America says, ‘‘Everybody 
counts. Everybody matters. Every life has 
worth. Everybody is precious in the eyes 
of the Almighty.’’ And our enemy is willing 
to hijack a great religion and murder inno-
cent life without caring. And so long as 
they’re out there, we must do everything 
we can as a nation, as governments at the 
Federal, State, and local level, to protect 
the American people. It is our most impor-
tant and solemn job, and I take it seriously. 

I want you to know there are a lot of 
good people working incredibly hard on 
your behalf. We’re doing a much better 
job of sharing information than we had in 
the past. I mean, after all, we now know 
that America is a battlefield. Anytime we 

get a hint, anytime we get an idea that 
somebody might be trying to do something 
to some American somewhere, we are mov-
ing; we’re acting on it. We take every threat 
seriously. We are on alert as a nation. 
Times have changed, and you just need 
to know we have changed with the times. 

Now, I have asked Congress to join me 
on creating what I call a Department of 
Homeland Security, and I want to share 
right quickly why I did that. There’s over 
100 agencies in Washington involved with 
securing the homeland, or 100 agencies in-
volved with some aspect of doing their job 
that I expect them to do. 

But the problem is, is that with so many 
agencies scattered around, it’s hard to align 
authority and responsibility. It’s hard to 
have accountability. It’s hard to make sure 
the cultures of the agency are aligned prop-
erly. It’s hard to make sure their number 
one job is to protect you. And so therefore, 
I said, ‘‘Let’s create this Department so 
that we can say to the American people, 
we’re doing everything we can to protect 
you.’’ 

The House passed a good bill. The Sen-
ate is still debating it. And here’s the issue. 
The issue is whether or not the Senate 
is going to micromanage the executive 
branch and future Presidents or whether 
or not this President and future Presidents 
and the Cabinet Secretaries will be able 
to move the right people to the right place 
at the right time to protect the American 
people. The question is this: Are we going 
to have rules, civil servant rules, which will 
make the process so cumbersome that we 
can’t respond? 

I’ll give you an example. The Customs 
Service thought it appropriate that our in-
spectors wear radiation detection devices on 
their belts. That makes sense. If you’re 
worried about weapons of mass destruction 
coming into America, you want your in-
spectors to have the tools necessary to do 
their job. The union said that they needed 
to have a negotiating session; they needed 
to go to collective bargaining as to whether 
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or not the inspectors ought to be told to 
wear this, whether or not it would be invol-
untary or voluntary. That would take a long 
time to settle. 

Nothing wrong with collective bargaining 
rights, I’m all for them. But what I’m not 
for is work rules that prohibit us from 
doing the job of protecting the American 
people. 

This is a chance for people of both par-
ties to come together and leave behind a 
legacy, because this enemy isn’t going away 
anytime soon. And protecting the homeland 
is going to be an important job of future 
Presidents. So for the sake of the security 
of our country, I ask the Senate to be rea-
sonable, to be realistic, and to understand 
their job is to leave a legacy behind that 
will allow those of us who have gotten the 
position you’ve elected us to, to do the 
jobs you expect us to do. 

But the best way to secure the homeland 
in the short term and in the long term 
is to chase the killers down, one person 
at a time, and bring them to justice. And 
that is what we’re going to continue to do. 
This is a different kind of war. We’re not 
used to this kind of war we fight. In the 
old days, it used to be you could destroy 
an enemy’s tanks or airplanes or ships, and 
you’re making progress. The people we 
fight don’t have tanks or airplanes. These 
are coldblooded killers who hide in caves 
or the dark recesses of certain cities and 
send youngsters to their suicidal deaths. 
That’s why I say our job is to hunt them 
down, one at a time. 

The doctrine that says, ‘‘Either you’re 
with us, or you’re with the enemy,’’ still 
stands. And as a result, there’s still a coali-
tion of freedom-loving countries that are 
after the killers. And we’re doing a good 
job. Sometimes you’ll see the progress on 
your TVs, and sometimes you won’t, in this 
new war. 

The other day, you saw progress when 
this fellow named bin al-Shibh, he popped 
his head up. [Laughter] He’s no longer a 
threat to the United States and our friends 

and allies. He was the man who thought 
he was—wanted to be the 20th hijacker, 
bragged about the fact that he wanted to 
be one that was able to kill thousands of 
our citizens. 

We’re calling them in one at a time. I 
bet you we’ve captured over a couple of 
thousand of them. And a like number 
haven’t been as lucky, and like number 
weren’t as lucky because we have got a 
fantastic United States military. I want you 
to know I have great confidence in the 
men and women who wear the uniform 
of the United States. I have great respect 
for the men and women who wear the uni-
form. For the loved ones of those who wear 
the uniform, I thank you as well for your 
sacrifice, along with theirs, on behalf of 
a grateful nation. 

I submitted to the United States Con-
gress the largest increase in defense spend-
ing since Ronald Reagan was the President. 
I did so for two reasons: One, anytime we 
send our youngsters into harm’s way, they 
deserve the best pay, the best training, and 
the best possible equipment. And secondly, 
I wanted to send a clear message to friend 
and foe alike that when it comes to the 
defense of our freedoms and values we 
hold dear, the United States is in for the 
long haul. There is no calendar on my desk 
that says, by such-and-such a date, we pret-
ty well had it, time to quit. When it comes 
to the defense of that which we love, which 
is our country, when it comes to doing 
our duty, which is to protect the future 
for our children and our children’s chil-
dren, when it comes to the defense of the 
peace, the United States of America will 
stay the course. 

I have sent that bill to the Congress. 
It hasn’t made it to my desk yet. We are 
at war. I expect to get the defense bill, 
the defense appropriations bill, on my desk 
before the Congress goes home. For the 
sake of sending the right message, Congress 
should not play politics with the defense 
appropriations bill. 
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Our job is to keep the peace. Our job 
is to make the world a more peaceful place. 
And sometimes it’s a pretty steep hill to 
get there. Sometimes we’re going to have 
to cross some hurdles. Sometimes we’re 
going to have to anticipate problems before 
they become so acute that it will be dif-
ficult to keep the peace. One such area, 
where the Nation is now beginning an im-
portant national discourse, is with Iraq. 
This is a country which, 11 years ago, 
promised the world they would have no 
weapons of mass destruction. And yet, for 
11 years they have lied and deceived the 
world community. This is a country run 
by one of the most brutal dictators in mod-
ern history. On Monday night, I will make 
the case to the country on TV yet again, 
but I want to share some of my thoughts 
with you here. 

I want you to remember that this is a 
man who kills his opponents in cold blood. 
This is a person who suppressed people. 
This is a person who has used weapons 
of mass destruction on his own citizens. 
This is a person who has used weapons 
of mass destruction on people in his neigh-
borhood. This is a person who hates Amer-
ica and yet still possesses weapons of mass 
destruction. 

At one time, inspectors had a free hand 
in Iraq, like they should have, and they 
determined that had this man not been 
checked in the early nineties, he would 
have had possession of a nuclear weapon. 
He still wants to have a nuclear weapon. 
This is a man who has used weapons of 
mass destruction. This is a man who hates 
so much, he’s willing to kill his own people, 
much less Americans. This is a man who 
would be a tremendous threat to world 
peace and security if he ever were to have 
and possess a weapon of mass destruction 
as devastating as a nuclear weapon. 

I went to the United Nations the other 
day because I wanted to make it clear, a 
couple of things. One, I want the United 
Nations to be successful. We face a new 
threat for world peace. We’re dealing with 

these treacherous terrorist organizations 
who have designs and desires to hook up 
with nations such as Iraq that have devel-
oped weapons of mass destruction. See, old 
Saddam might not have to show up, but 
he might get a surrogate who could do 
it for him. 

In order to deal with those new threats, 
in order to deal with the reality that Amer-
ica is no longer protected by two vast 
oceans, it seemed like—sense to me that 
we should give the United Nations—to be 
an effective peacekeeping body, somebody 
who would keep the peace, somebody who 
was strong enough. Well, I’ve told the 
United Nations, ‘‘Either you can be the 
United Nations, or you can be the League 
of Nations; your choice.’’ 

Sixteen different times the United Na-
tions, an important world body, has said, 
‘‘You must disarm.’’ Sixteen times, and he’s 
defied them all 16 times. He’s lied, and 
he’s deceived. And so now the choice is 
the United Nations to make. The choice 
is also Mr. Saddam Hussein’s to make. See, 
there’s no negotiations; there’s nothing to 
talk about. We don’t want you to have 
weapons of mass destruction. You agreed 
to that; you said you would agree to that. 
Now you’ve got to show the world you 
don’t have them. It’s up to you, Mr. Hus-
sein. 

Nobody likes war in America. We’re a 
peaceful nation. Nobody wants there to be 
war. On the other hand, a lot of folks— 
Republicans and Democrats, people who 
could care less about political parties—now 
are beginning to understand the true 
threat. In order to keep the peace, Mr. 
Hussein and the world community must 
work to disarm him. And if they won’t, 
I will lead a coalition of nations, like-mind-
ed nations to send the world that we long 
for peace—send a message: We long for 
peace in this world, and we will not let 
the world’s worst leaders threaten, black-
mail, hurt America, our friends and allies, 
with the world’s worst weapons. 
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We owe this to our children. We owe 
it to peace. We owe it for a peaceful world 
to deal with the threats we see. We cannot 
ignore history. We must not ignore reality. 
We must do everything we can to disarm 
this man before he hurts one single Amer-
ican. 

I am proud—I was proud the other day 
to stand in the Rose Garden with members 
of both political parties who agreed that 
this man is a threat—both political parties. 
We had the Speaker, and we had Dick 
Gephardt. From the Senate we had Trent 
Lott and Joe Lieberman and John McCain 
and Evan Bayh, Republicans and Demo-
crats alike. We’re working on a resolution 
so this country can speak with one voice 
when it comes to the defense of our free-
doms and our desire for peace. 

This is not an issue of political parties. 
This is an issue of national concern. I look 
forward to hearing the debate. I welcome 
the voices on all sides. I understand the 
need for there to be a good and honest 
and open discourse on peace and security 
and freedom. 

And as we work to secure the peace and 
to make the country a stronger and safer 
place, we’ve always got to remember to 
make America a better place, too, a better 
place for every single citizen who lives in 
this country. That starts with making sure 
that every child in America gets an edu-
cation—not some but every child. 

I was honored to work with Judd and 
Ted Kennedy. Believe it or not—[laugh-
ter]—it’s amazing what can happen when 
people put their minds to do what’s right 
for America and cast aside all the nonsense 
of the politics and focus on what’s right. 

I signed a really good education bill. I 
want to share it with you because it’s your 
responsibility, by the way, to make sure 
the citizens in this community get edu-
cated. See, I believe in local control of 
schools; that bill said that. But let me tell 
you two other things it said. 

It said two other things that are really 
important. It said, in America, we believe 

each child can learn. And therefore, we 
must set high standards and high expecta-
tions. As a nation, if we want America to 
be a better place, we must challenge the 
soft bigotry of low expectations. 

And you see, if you believe every child 
can learn, if you believe that—you’ve got 
to believe it; you just can’t say it; you’ve 
got to believe it. You’ve got to believe our 
inner-city kids can learn. You’ve got to be-
lieve that a child whose parents may not 
speak English as a first language can learn. 
You have to believe it. 

And if you do believe that, like I believe 
it, then you want to know. Then you want 
to know whether or not the children are 
learning. And therefore, in return for Fed-
eral money, we have said, ‘‘Show us, New 
Hampshire. You show us. You show us 
whether our children are learning to read 
and write and add and subtract. You chart 
the path to excellence, and you measure. 
In return for the biggest increase in edu-
cation spending in a long, long time, we 
expect every child to be educated. And 
when you find children in schools which 
will not teach and will not change, in order 
to make sure no child is left behind, you’ve 
got to demand something different. You’ve 
got to demand excellence in your schools 
for every single child.’’ 

A better America is one that says, we’re 
going to help people in need, but we want 
them to work. Any good welfare reauthor-
ization must have work as its central com-
ponent. We’ll help you, fine. We’ll train 
you. But work leads to dignity. Work gives 
people a hopeful future. 

A better America is one that recognizes 
that medicine has changed, but Govern-
ment programs like Medicare haven’t. 
Medicine is modern; Medicare isn’t. For 
the sake of a better America, our seniors 
need to be treated with a Medicare pro-
gram that includes prescription drugs and 
is a modern program. 

But see, one of the things that you’ve 
got to understand about Government: Gov-
ernment can hand out money, but what 
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Government cannot do is put love in a 
person’s life. What Government cannot do 
is put hope in hearts. And that’s why, in 
order to make sure that America is a better 
place, we’ve got to really unleash the great 
strength of America. And the great strength 
of this country is the people of this country. 
The great strength of America lay in the 
hearts and souls of our fellow Americans. 

Today we are honored—and I was hon-
ored at the airport there—to greet Bonnie 
Monahan and Patrick Fraser. They are two 
of our fellow citizens. Bonnie is the vice 
president of the Timberland Company, and 
Patrick works for the City Youth—City Year 
Youth Service Corps. And the reason I 
bring them up is, there’s two examples 
about what I’m talking about, about the 
great strength of the country. Timberland 
offers employees 40 hours of paid leave 
to volunteer in their communities. This 
good company, this company, which is 
doing their best to look at the bottom line, 
also understands the bottom line is more 
than just dollars and cents. The bottom line 
is being a good citizen. They provide paid 
leave for people to be involved with helping 
our community be a better place. They’ve 
got City Year Youth Service Corps, where 
Freedom Corps volunteers—kids who un-
derstand we can save America, one heart 
and one soul at a time—working in 
Timberland. I want to thank the City 
Corps, and I want to thank Timberland for 
coming. 

I want to thank you all for being here. 
See, it’s an important signal that one person 
can’t do everything, but one person can 
do something to be a part of changing 
America. People have often asked me, 
‘‘What can I do to help in the war against 
terror?’’ You can join the war against terror 
and fight evil by loving your neighbor just 
like you’d like to be loved yourself. 

A better America is an America which 
understands that in the midst of our plenty, 
there are people who hurt. There are pock-
ets of despair. There’s loneliness. Some 
communities you say, ‘‘Hey, American 

Dream,’’ and they go, ‘‘What does that 
mean? I don’t know what you’re talking 
about.’’ 

If one of us hurts, we all hurt. And 
therefore, we must do everything we can 
to make this country a better place, a more 
optimistic place. And it starts with each 
of us. If you want to be a part of a change 
of America, all you’ve got to do is put your 
arm around a neighbor in need and say, 
‘‘I love you.’’ Mentor a child. Start a Boy 
and Girls Club. Feed the hungry. Help 
house the homeless. 

And it’s happening in America. The 
amazing thing about September the 11th— 
a day in which we still grieve as a nation— 
we still send our prayers to those whose 
lives were completely disrupted. But this 
Nation is so strong and so confident and 
so good, instead of being cowed by the 
enemy, we rose up. Out of the evil done 
to America is going to come some incred-
ible good. I don’t know what was in the 
mind of the enemy. They must have 
thought we were so selfish and materialistic 
and self-absorbed that when they attacked 
us, we might file a lawsuit or two. [Laugh-
ter] 

Instead, what they’re finding out about 
this country is, we love our freedom. And 
if we remain strong and focused and tough 
when we need to, if we continue to speak 
clearly about right from wrong and defend 
the values, which are not American values 
but God-given values, we can achieve 
peace. We can achieve peace in the world. 
We can achieve peace for our citizens. 

And here at home, if we remember the 
definition, a patriot is something more than 
just putting your hand over your heart— 
the definition of a patriot in the face of 
the evil done to America is to serve some-
thing greater than yourself in life, is to 
help somebody in need, is to love a person, 
one at a time, as we remember that—which 
I know we will. 

The enemy will have hit us, but America 
will be a stronger, more compassionate, 
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better place for all of us. There’s no ques-
tion in my mind that we can meet our 
goals, that we can meet this challenge, be-
cause, my fellow Americans, this is the 
greatest nation, full of the finest people, 
on the face of the Earth. 

Thank you for coming. May God bless 
you all, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:32 a.m. at 
the National Guard Armory. In his remarks, 
he referred to Gov. Jeanne Shaheen of New 
Hampshire; Mayor Robert A. Baines of Man-
chester; Raymond J. Wieczorek, New Hamp-
shire Executive Councilor for District Four; 
and President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 

Remarks at a Reception for Senatorial Candidate John Sununu in 
Manchester 
October 5, 2002 

Thank you all for coming. Listen, it’s 
good to be back. I had the honor of speak-
ing in the Armory before, and it’s the place 
where I cut my teeth in New Hampshire 
politics by flipping pancakes. [Laughter] 
But it was reminiscent of some really good 
times for Laura and me, and I recognize 
a lot of faces here, and I want to thank 
you all for coming. 

I’m here because I want to make it as 
plain as I can, John Sununu will be a great 
United States Senator for New Hampshire. 
It’s in my interests. It’s in New Hamp-
shire’s interests. It’s in the country’s inter-
ests that John Sununu be elected. 

I want to thank you all for working hard 
for his election. There’s no doubt in my 
mind that we will be able to work together 
to do what’s right for the country. 

I’m impressed by his record. First of all, 
I know something about what I’m about 
to speak. He and I share something in com-
mon: We’ve both got mothers still telling 
us what to do. [Laughter] He assures me 
he’s still listening to her—[laughter]—and 
I’m listening to mine—[laughter]—most of 
the time. 

We both married above ourselves. 
[Laughter] I want to thank Kitty Sununu, 
mother of three, for standing by John’s 
side. It’s tough to run for office. It’s hard 
on a family. But if you’ve got a good mar-
riage and if you prioritize your family, you 

can do anything. And I appreciate the 
Sununus’ love for each other, and I appre-
ciate their family values a lot. 

Laura sends her best. She made a lot 
of friends here in New Hampshire. She 
sends her love to her friends. She sends 
her best, of course, to the Sununus. She 
wishes she could be here. She is opening 
up a museum in Portland, Maine. You all 
drew the short straw. [Laughter] But she’s 
doing great. She’s doing great. I have been 
incredibly proud of her. The country has 
seen her grace and her strength and her 
calm when the pressure was on. People 
began to realize why I asked her to marry 
me, and some are a little confused as to 
say why she said yes, but nevertheless. 
[Laughter] I love her dearly. She is a fabu-
lous First Lady for the country. 

I appreciate Judd Gregg. He’s been a 
friend. He’s a solid citizen. He’s a really, 
really good United States Senator. He too 
married well. It’s great that Kathy’s here. 
But the Greggs are close friends of Laura 
and mine. We value their friendship, and 
I know you value his service to the great 
State of New Hampshire. 

I want to say a word about Bob Smith. 
Bob served well in the United States Sen-
ate. I was incredibly impressed by his gra-
ciousness on what had to have been a very 
difficult night for Bob and his family. He 
was gracious about John. He was strong 
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