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nerve gas or, someday, a nuclear weapon
to a terrorist group.

We refuse to live in this future of fear.
We are determined to build a future of
security and peace for ourselves and for
the world. The Members of Congress from
both political parties with whom I met this
week are committed to American leader-
ship for the good of all nations. The resolu-
tion we are producing will be an instrument
of that leadership.

I appreciate the spirit in which Members
of Congress are considering this vital issue.
We’re making progress. We are nearing

agreement, and soon we will speak with
one voice.
Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 1:07 p.m.
on September 26 in the Cabinet Room at
the White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m.
on September 28. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary
on September 27 but was embargoed for re-
lease until the broadcast. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Statement on the Death of Representative Patsy T. Mink

September 30, 2002

Laura and I are saddened by the news
of the passing of Congresswoman Patsy
Mink. Our thoughts and prayers are with
her family and friends. Patsy Mink fought

tirelessly for the causes she supported, and
our Nation is grateful to her for her long
record of public service.

Statement on Signing the Foreign Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal Year

2003
September 30, 2002

I have today signed into law H.R. 16486,
the “Foreign Relations Authorization Act,
Fiscal Year 2003.” This Act authorizes ap-
propriations, and provides important new
authorities, for diplomatic and related ac-
tivities of the U.S. Government. Many pro-
visions in the Act will strengthen our ability
to advance American interests around the
globe, including nonproliferation of weap-
ons of mass destruction, and to meet our
international commitments, including those
to the United Nations. Regrettably, the Act
contains a number of provisions that
impermissibly interfere with the constitu-
tional functions of the presidency in foreign
affairs, including provisions that purport to

establish foreign policy that are of signifi-
cant concern.

The executive branch shall construe as
advisory the provisions of the Act, including
sections 408, 616, 621, 633, and 1343(b),
that purport to direct or burden the con-
duct of negotiations by the executive
branch with foreign governments, inter-
national organizations, or other entities
abroad or which purport to direct executive
branch officials to use the U.S. voice and
vote in international organizations  to
achieve specified foreign policy objectives.
Such provisions, if construed as mandatory
rather than advisory, would impermissibly
interfere with the President’s constitutional
authorities to conduct the Nation’s foreign
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