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Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Sept. 20 

there are people who hurt, people who cry, 
people who wonder whether or not the 
American Dream is meant for them. And 
this society of ours, this society of ours 
is going to change, one heart, one soul, 
one conscience at a time, because thou-
sands of our fellow citizens are loving a 
neighbor just like they’d like to be loved 
themselves. 

People understand in America now that 
a patriot is somebody who not only puts 
his hand over his heart and says, ‘‘I pledge 
allegiance to one Nation under God,’’ but 
somebody who serves something greater 
than themselves. 

See, that was the example of Flight 93, 
an example which is vivid in my mind and, 
I’m sure, vivid in yours. It’s an historic mo-
ment in many ways, a sad, tragic moment. 
On the other hand, it’s a moment that I 
hope people remember for a long time. 
After all, it was a flight full of our fellow 
citizens. They learned that the plane they 
were on was going to be used as a weapon. 
They told their loved ones goodbye or ‘‘I 
love you.’’ They said a prayer. One guy 

said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They drove the plane into 
the ground to serve something greater than 
themselves in life. 

No, the spirit of America was alive on 
that airplane. The spirit of America is alive 
today. No, out of the evil done to this great 
country is going to come a more compas-
sionate, a more decent, a more hopeful 
country. There’s no doubt in my mind that 
we can achieve the big goals before us, 
because this is the finest country on the 
face of the Earth, full of the finest people. 

May God bless you all, and may God 
bless America. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:53 p.m. at 
the National Building Museum. In his re-
marks, he referred to Gov. John G. Rowland 
of Connecticut; Gov. Bill Owens of Colorado; 
President Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan; 
Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an Al Qaida operative 
suspected of helping to plan the September 
11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who was captured 
in Karachi, Pakistan; and President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Deployment of Forces 
in Response to the Terrorist Attacks of September 11 
September 20, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
On September 24, 2001, I reported the 

deployment of various combat-equipped 
and combat support forces to a number 
of locations in the Central and Pacific 
Command areas of operations. On October 
9, 2001, I reported the beginning of combat 
action in Afghanistan against terrorists and 
their Taliban supporters. In my report to 
the Congress of March 20, 2002, I provided 
supplemental information on the deploy-
ment of combat-equipped and combat sup-
port forces to a number of foreign nations 
in the Central and Pacific Command areas 
of operations. As a part of my efforts to 

keep the Congress informed, I am report-
ing further on U.S. efforts in the global 
war on terrorism. 

Our efforts in Afghanistan have met with 
success, but as I have stated in my previous 
reports, the U.S. campaign against ter-
rorism will be lengthy. To date, U.S. Armed 
Forces, with the assistance of numerous co-
alition partners, have executed a superb 
campaign to eliminate the primary source 
of support to the terrorists who viciously 
attacked our Nation on September 11, 
2001. The heart of the al-Qaida training 
capability has been seriously degraded. The 
Taliban’s ability to brutalize the Afghan 
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people and to harbor and support terrorists 
has been virtually eliminated. Pockets of 
al-Qaida and Taliban forces remain a threat 
to U.S. and coalition forces and to the Af-
ghan government. What is left of both the 
Taliban and the al-Qaida fighters is being 
pursued and engaged by U.S. and coalition 
forces. 

Due to our success in Afghanistan, we 
have detained several hundred al-Qaida and 
Taliban fighters who are believed to pose 
a continuing threat to the United States 
and its interests. The combat-equipped and 
combat support forces deployed to Guanta-
namo Bay Naval Base, Cuba, in the South-
ern Command area of operations since Jan-
uary 2002, continue to conduct secure de-
tention operations. We currently hold ap-
proximately 550 enemy combatants at 
Guantanamo. All are being treated hu-
manely and, to the extent appropriate and 
consistent with military necessity, in a man-
ner consistent with the principles of the 
Geneva Conventions of 1949. 

In furtherance of our worldwide efforts 
against terrorists who pose a continuing and 
imminent threat to the United States, our 
friends and allies, and our forces abroad, 
we continue to work with the Government 
of the Philippines to protect U.S. and Phil-
ippine citizens and to defeat international 
terrorism in the Philippines. The combat-
equipped and combat support forces that 
were deployed to the Philippines in January 
2002 to train with, advise, and assist the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines made 
great progress in enhancing the Philippine 
government’s counterterrorist capabilities. 
United States forces have reduced their 
presence in the Southern Philippines, but 
will continue a long-term effort to assist 
the Armed Forces of the Philippines. 

Additionally, we are conducting maritime 
interception operations in the Central and 
European Command areas of responsibility 
to deny the high seas as a haven for mov-
ing, arming, or financing international ter-
rorists. 

Combat-equipped and combat support 
forces also have been deployed to Georgia 
and Yemen to assist their armed forces in 
enhancing their counterterrorism capabili-
ties, including by training and equipping 
their armed forces. We continue to assess 
options for working with other nations to 
assist them in this respect. 

I have taken these actions pursuant to 
my constitutional authority to conduct U.S. 
foreign relations and as Commander in 
Chief and Chief Executive. In addition, 
these actions are consistent with Public 
Law 107–40. As I stated in my previous 
reports, it is not possible to know at this 
time either the duration of combat oper-
ations or the scope and duration of the 
deployment of U.S. Armed Forces nec-
essary to counter the terrorist threat to the 
United States. I will direct additional meas-
ures as necessary to exercise our right to 
self-defense and to protect U.S. citizens 
and interests. Such measures may include 
short notice deployments of special oper-
ations and other forces for sensitive oper-
ations in various locations throughout the 
world. 

I am providing this report as part of my 
efforts to keep the Congress informed, con-
sistent with the War Powers Resolution and 
Public Law 107–40. Officials of my Admin-
istration and I have been communicating 
regularly with the leadership and other 
Members of Congress, and we will continue 
to do so. I appreciate the continuing sup-
port of the Congress in our effort to protect 
the security of the United States of Amer-
ica and its citizens, civilian and military, 
here and abroad. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives, and Robert C. Byrd, President pro 
tempore of the Senate. 
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