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Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Aug. 30 

No, the enemy hit us, but they’ve awak-
ened a great spirit of personal responsi-
bility. One of the reasons I decided to run 
for Governor of Texas is, I wanted to be 
a small part of a cultural change in Amer-
ica. I wanted to help encourage this coun-
try to reject the culture which said, ‘‘If 
it feels good, just go ahead and do it,’’ 
and ‘‘If you’ve got a problem, blame some-
body else.’’ My dream was to help usher 
in a period of personal responsibility, when 
each of us understood we’re responsible for 
decisions we make in life. If you’re fortu-
nate enough to be a mom or a dad, your 
most important job and important responsi-
bility is to love your child with all your 
heart and all your soul. If you’re a citizen 
of Little Rock, Arkansas, you have a re-
sponsibility to help heal those who hurt. 
That is a responsibility for being an Amer-
ican, and that period of responsibility is 
coming. 

The enemy hit us. They’re evil. But out 
of that evil is going to come incredible 
good. Perhaps the most vivid example is 
that of Flight 93. Deena Burnett is here 
today with us. Her husband was on that 
flight. She knows about which I’m about 
to speak. She heard it firsthand. These 
were great Americans who were flying 
across the country and learned that their 

airplane was going to be used as a weapon. 
Who knows what it was targeted for, the 
White House or the Capitol, but it was 
going to be used as a weapon. Their loved 
ones said goodbye on the telephone. Their 
last words were, ‘‘I love you,’’ to their loved 
ones. They said a prayer. A guy said, ‘‘Let’s 
roll,’’ and they took the plane in the 
ground. There is a new spirit in America 
of serving something greater than yourself 
in life. 

No, the enemy hit us. They didn’t know 
they were hitting—they hit a great nation. 
I promise you, out of the evil done to 
America is going to come incredible good, 
because we’re the finest nation on the face 
of the Earth, full of the finest people. 

Thank you all for coming. May God bless 
you all, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:30 p.m. in 
Governor’s Halls II and III in the Statehouse 
Convention Center. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Tommy Robinson, candidate for Ar-
kansas’ First Congressional District; Jay 
Dickey, candidate for Arkansas’ Fourth Con-
gressional District; John Paul Hammer-
schmidt, national committeeman, and Marty 
Ryall, chairman, Republican Party of Arkan-
sas; and President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
of the Philippines. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting a Certification Required by the 
Ratification Resolution of the Chemical Weapons Convention 
August 30, 2002 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:) 
In accordance with the resolution of ad-

vice and consent to ratification of the Con-
vention on the Prohibition of the Develop-
ment, Production, Stockpiling, and Use of 
Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruc-
tion, adopted by the Senate of the United 
States on April 24, 1997, I certify that for 
calendar year 2001: 

In accordance with Condition 9, Protec-
tion of Advanced Biotechnology, the legiti-
mate commercial activities and interests of 
chemical, biotechnology, and pharma-
ceutical firms in the United States are not 
being harmed significantly by the limita-
tions of the Convention on access to, and 
production of, those chemicals and toxins 
listed in Schedule 1 of the Annex on 
Chemicals. 
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Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The President’s Radio Address 
August 31, 2002 

Good morning. In all of the trials we 
have faced this past year, countless acts 
of generosity and sacrifice have revealed 
the good heart of our Nation. Time and 
time again, our country has shown the 
strength of its character by responding to 
acts of evil with acts of good. And in com-
ing weeks, I ask all citizens to answer the 
call to help those in need and make this 
month a ‘‘September of Service.’’ 

I created USA Freedom Corps, a single 
organization to encourage and assist Ameri-
cans in finding service opportunities both 
locally and around the globe, to harness 
and put to good use the service and ideal-
ism we saw after the attacks of September 
the 11th. In addition, I called on all Ameri-
cans to enlist in the armies of compassion 
and dedicate at least 4,000 hours in service 
to their communities, our country, and to 
the world. 

The response to the call to service has 
been strong. VolunteerMatch, a group that 
matches volunteers to charities on the USA 
Freedom Corps web page, reports that re-
ferrals have increased by more than 70 per-
cent over last year. Requests for Peace 
Corps volunteer applications have increased 
40 percent over the same period last year. 
Online AmeriCorps applications are up by 
95 percent since January. And more than 
48,000 individuals have signed up online 
to participate in the newly created Citizens 
Corps program. 

The response we have seen is more than 
numbers, though. It is a reminder that 
when people help each other, our entire 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., chair-
man, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

Nation benefits. As I have traveled across 
the country, I have met with volunteers 
who have set an example with their uplift-
ing acts of service, volunteers like Maxine 
Phipps, a 95-year-old Iowan who mentors 
and tutors local children through an online 
book club—she uses her computer skills 
as she and her students read and discuss 
books about the importance of citizen-
ship—or Star Wallin, a college freshman 
from Mississippi who founded Project 
CARE in 1999. Project CARE is an organi-
zation that has impacted so many lives 
through activities such as matching elemen-
tary school students with high school men-
tors, collecting food, clothing, and furniture 
for impoverished families, and helping to 
refurbish the grounds of local public 
schools. 

I hope the work of these individuals and 
that of volunteers all across the country 
inspires others, especially our young people. 
Young people have the energy and deter-
mination to do important work, and volun-
teer service can teach them valuable lessons 
about responsibility, community, and self-
lessness at an early age. 

I urge our teachers and schools to begin 
service projects and activities in September 
and to make this new school year the start 
of a lifelong habit of service to others. In 
an effort to assist educators and students 
in getting started, we’ve developed a new 
guidebook, CD-ROM, and web site called 
Students in Service to America. These re-
sources offer valuable information about 
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