AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / July 23

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the National
Emergency With Respect to Sierra Leone and Liberia

July 22, 2002

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 401(c) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50
U.S.C. 1703(c), T am providing herewith
a 6-month periodic report prepared by my
Administration on the national emergency

with respect to Sierra Leone and Liberia
that was declared in Executive Order 13194
of January 18, 2001, and expanded in scope
in Executive Order 13213 of May 22, 2001.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,
July 22, 2002.

Remarks on the Adoption Public Service Announcement Campaign

July 23, 2002

The President. Thank you, Laura. Laura
loves children a lot, and I'm really proud
to call her wife. And she’s doing a fine
job as our First Lady, and I'm proud of
the job she’s doing.

Here’s what I love about adoption: It
reveals the good heart of America. That’s
what adoption does. Extending the wel-
come of family to a vulnerable child is a
great commitment, but it’s an extraordinary
act of love. Adoptive families and foster
families deserve our Nation’s thanks and
our Nation’s recognition. So, thanks.

Every year, American families adopt tens
of thousands of children. Many of these
children come from America’s foster care
system. Yet, there are many more in that
system whose deepest desire is to become
a member of a family. Today I'm proud
to announce some steps that will make
adoption easier and a more common part
of our life in America.

But first, I want to thank Laura, and
I want to thank Congresswoman Anne
Northup, an adoptive mom, for being here,
State of Kentucky. And I appreciate Ben
Cardin from Maryland being here as well.
Thank you both for coming. I want to
thank my Assistant to the President for

Economic Policy, Larry Lindsey, for being
here. Larry’s an adoptive dad. Thank you
for coming, Larry. I'm glad my sister-in-
law Margaret is here, and Marshall. Thank
you both for coming.

I appreciate so very much Bruce Willis
in his role in this, what youre about to
see. It's awfully generous and kind of a
person who is a busy person to say, “What
can I do to help? How can I lend my
fame to make America a better place?” And
we appreciate that spirit of giving.

I also want to recognize the fact that
his daughters are with us today, Rumer and
Scout and Tallulah. T want to welcome you
all.  Tallulah—actually, Tallulah Belle—
[laughter]—followed her dad’s example of
serving something greater than self in life.
She wrote me a letter informing me that
she and her Girl Scout troop had raised
36—money to buy 36,000 boxes of Girl
Scout cookies to send to the children of
Afghanistan. And that is—[applause]. And
we want to thank Demi Moore for coming
as well. Welcome to the White House, the
mom of the three girls.

I appreciate so very much and want to
welcome the families created through adop-
tion who are with us today. It is our great
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