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And anytime anybody who tries to get
us because of those beliefs—they’re going
to find something out about America. I
don’t know what was going through the
minds of the enemy when they were plot-
ting and planning. I don’t know who they
thought they were attacking. They must
have thought this country was so material-
istic, so self-absorbed that we would sit
back and, you know, after the attacks,
maybe file a lawsuit or two. [Laughter]
That’s not the America I know. And that’s
not the America you're a part of.

Listen, when people come after us, we're
plenty tough. We're a compassionate na-
tion. And so we’re on the hunt. You just
need to know were after them, one by
one—one by one. And so long as I'm the
President of this country, we’re going to
chase them down, one by one, to make
sure the American homeland is secure.

And were making progress. As I said
in a speech in front of about 10,000 of
our troops and their families in Fort Drum,
New York, last Friday: We've hauled in
thousands—that means captured—[laugh-
ter]—and another couple of thousand
weren't quite as lucky. Were making
progress. Sometimes it’s not quite as dra-
matic as, you know, the newscasters would
like, because—they learned their lesson, by
the way. They understand if they bunch
up, if they get together, our military is
going to find them. And it’s not going to
be a pleasant day when our military does
find them, because we're good. I'm really
proud of the United States military and
those who serve.

And I'm proud of you all too. That’s real-
ly what I'm here to tell you. I'm proud
of you. We're depending on you to develop
the tools we need to lift the dark threat
of terrorism for our Nation and, for that
matter, the world. All of us here today,
whether we're scientists or engineers or
elected officials, share in a great calling.
It’s an honor to participate in a noble cause
that’s larger than ourselves.

Audience member. God bless America.

The President. It's an honor to defend
this Nation. It’s a high honor to be called
into action and to defend our Nation when
it's threatened, and that's what youre
doing. It's an honor to help protect the
American people against the forces of evil.

History has called each of us to defend
America. That's what’s happened. History
has called us into action in a time of great
peril. The struggles against nazism and
communism helped to define the 20th cen-
tury. The war on terror will be the defining
conflict of the 21st century. It's our solemn
duty, it’s our responsibility, and it's our
great privilege to help America prevail in
this war. And prevail we will.

May God bless you all. May God bless
your work, and may God bless America.
Thank you very much. Thank you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:33 a.m. in
a courtyard behind the Advanced Photon
Source Building. In his remarks, he referred
to Hermann A. Grunder, director, Argonne
National Laboratory.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on Continued Operations of
United States Forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina

July 22, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: ~(Dear Mr. President:)
In my report to the Congress of January
21, 2002, I provided information on the

deployment of combat-equipped U.S.
Armed Forces to Bosnia and Herzegovina
and other states in the region in order to
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participate in and support the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization (NATO)-led Sta-
bilization Force (SFOR). The SFOR began
its mission and assumed authority from the
NATO-led Implementation Force on De-
cember 20, 1996. I am providing this sup-
plemental report, prepared by my Adminis-
tration and consistent with the War Powers
Resolution (Public Law 93-148), to help
ensure that the Congress is kept fully in-
formed on continued U.S. contributions in
support of peacekeeping efforts in the
former Yugoslavia.

The U.N. Security Council authorized
Member States to continue SFOR for a
period of 12 months in U.N. Security
Council Resolution 1423 of July 12, 2002.
The mission of SFOR is to provide a fo-
cused military presence in order to deter
hostilities, stabilize and consolidate the
peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina, con-
tribute to a secure environment, and pro-
vide, within its means and capabilities, se-
lective support to key areas and key civil
implementation organizations.

Initially, the United States vetoed the
U.N. Security Council Resolution author-
izing Member States to continue SFOR for
a period of 12 months because it did not
provide protection for U.S. forces partici-
pating in SFOR from the purported juris-
diction of the International Criminal Court
(ICC). In U.N. Security Council Resolution
1422, the Security Council requested that
the ICC not commence any investigation
or prosecution in any case arising from acts
or omissions relating to a U.N. established
or authorized operation that involve current
or former officials or personnel from a con-
tributing state not a Party to the Rome
Statute for a period of 12 months starting
July 1, 2002; this resolution has the effect
of prohibiting the ICC from commencing
any investigation or prosecution of U.S.
forces in SFOR for a period of 1 year.
The Security Council further declared its
intention to renew this resolution on an
annual basis. In light of these protections
for U.S. forces and personnel, the United
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States voted in favor of U.N. Security
Council Resolution 1423.

The U.S. force contribution to SFOR in
Bosnia and Herzegovina is approximately
2,400 personnel. United States personnel
comprise just under 15 percent of the total
SFOR force of approximately 15,800 per-
sonnel. During the first half of 2002, 18
NATO nations and 17 others, including
Russia, provided military personnel or other
support to SFOR. Most U.S. forces in Bos-
nia and Herzegovina are assigned to Multi-
national Division, North, headquartered in
the city of Tuzla. Additionally, U.S. military
personnel are deployed to other countries
in the region in support of SFOR. These
deployments include approximately 60 U.S.
military personnel deployed to Hungary
and Croatia to provide logistical and other
support. The U.S. forces continue to sup-
port SFOR efforts to apprehend persons
indicted for war crimes. In the last 6
months, U.S. forces have not sustained any
combat-related fatalities.

I have directed the participation of U.S.
Armed Forces in these operations pursuant
to my constitutional authority to conduct
U.S. foreign relations and as Commander
in Chief and Chief Executive.

I am providing this report as part of my
efforts to keep the Congress fully informed
about developments in  Bosnia and
Herzegovina and other states in the region.
I will continue to consult closely with the
Congress regarding our efforts to foster
peace and stability in the former Yugo-
slavia.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Robert C. Byrd, President
pro tempore of the Senate.
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