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Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the Extension
of Normal Trade Relations Status for Certain Former Eastern Bloc States

July 3, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Pursuant to sections 402 and 409 of the
Trade Act of 1974, I am submitting an
updated report to the Congress prepared
by my Administration on the emigration
laws and policies of Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Kazakhstan, Moldova, the Russian Federa-
tion, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, and
Uzbekistan.

On September 21, 1994, President Clin-
ton determined and reported to the Con-
gress that the Russian Federation was not
in violation of paragraphs (1), (2), or (3)
of subsection 402(a) of the Trade Act of
1974, or paragraphs (1), (2), or (3) of sub-
section 409(a) of that Act. On June 3, 1997,
he also determined and reported to the
Congress that Armenia, Azerbaijan, Geor-
gia, Moldova, and Ukraine were not in vio-
lation of the same provisions, and made
an identical determination on December 5,
1997, with  respect to  Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and
Uzbekistan. These actions allowed for the
continuation of normal trade relations for

Remarks at a “Saluting Our Veterans”

July 4, 2002

The President. Thank you all very much.
Thank you. Well, thank you, Shelley, and
thanks for that warm welcome. I'm really
proud to be in Jackson County, West Vir-
ginia.

Today we mark the 226th birthday of
the United States of America. Last year
I spent my first Independence Day as your
President in Philadelphia. This year I get
to spend it in Ripley, West Virginia.

Shelley told me about the Fourth of July
celebration. She said I needed to come and
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these countries and certain other activities
without the requirement of an annual waiv-
er.

On June 29, 2000, pursuant to section
302(b) of Public Law 106-200, President
Clinton determined that title IV of the
1974 Trade Act should no longer apply to
Kyrgyzstan, and on December 29, 2000, he
made a similar determination with respect
to Georgia pursuant to section 3002 of Pub-
lic Law 106—476.

The attached report indicates continued
compliance by  Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Kazakhstan, Moldova, the Russian Federa-
tion, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, and
Uzbekistan with international standards
concerning freedom of emigration.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

NOTE: Letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives, and Richard B. Cheney, President of
the Senate. An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.

Celebration in Ripley, West Virginia

meet the town. It looks like most of you
showed up. [Laughter] 1 appreciate your
hospitality. I appreciate all the hard work
that went into making this Fourth of July
celebration such a fantastic gathering of our
fellow Americans. And thanks for having
me.

I want to thank Shelley Moore Capito
for her friendship and her leadership in
the Halls of Congress. I appreciate so very
much one of my Cabinet officers, Tony
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