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Q. Mr. President, given the conspiratorial
nature necessary to make a dirty bomb or
any such device, can we anticipate from
you any announcements related to this case,
any additional arrests, any additional people
in custody or in

The President. As we run down these
killers or would-be killers, we’ll let you
know. And this guy Padilla is one of many
who we've arrested. As I said in the speech
to West Point, the coalition we put together
has hauled in over 2,400 people, and you
can call it 2,401 now.

And there’s—there’s just a full-scale
manhunt on. And Padilla’s where he needs
to be.

David [David Gregory, NBC News].

Domestic Reaction to Terrorists

Q. Mr. President, do you feel like the
American people have grown complacent
at all about the threat we face? And do
you feel like the apprehension of Padilla
is something of a wake-up call? And should
it be?

The President. First of all, the American
people are not complacent. They’re patient,
tough, determined, and they recognize
we're fighting the first battle of the new
wars of the 21st century. The Members
of Congress are certainly not complacent.
They are—they reflect their States or their
constituencies, and they know we’ve got a
battle on our hands.

I'm real proud of the American people.
I'm proud of how the American people
have responded. I'm proud of how strong
the American people are, and I appreciate
the compassion of the American people too.

Last question. Patsy [Patricia Wilson,
Reuters].

Situation in South Asia

Q. New subject—is the threat of war be-
tween India and Pakistan over, do you
think? And what’s the next step?

The President. Well, we've made progress
in defusing a very tense situation. And I
want to thank all the countries who have
been—which have been sending represent-
atives to India and Pakistan to try to per-
suade both leaders that it's—war would be
a disaster.

And so the situation is getting better.
But so long as there’s troops amassed and
people are still hostile toward each other,
there’s always a threat that something could
happen. But I'm pleased with the progress
we've made, and we’ll continue to work
the issue.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:17 a.m. in
the Cabinet Room at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to Abdullah al
Mubhajir, formerly known as Jose Padilla, a
U.S. citizen and suspected terrorist who was
arrested on May 8 in Chicago, IL.
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Thank you all very much. Dr. Merritt,
thanks so much. It’s good to be able to
see you via video. I want to thank you
for coming to the White House right after
September the 11th, and thank you for
such a kind introduction. I appreciate your
friendship. And I'm honored to join all of
you for the 2002 Southern Baptist Conven-
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tion annual meeting. And I'm grateful for
the opportunity to address you on this most
special occasion.

As you gather this week in St. Louis,
you'll choose a new president, and you will
renew old and honorable commitments.
Three centuries ago, there were fewer than
500 Baptists in America. Today, there are
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almost 16 million members of the Southern
Baptist Convention. From your denomina-
tion have come Presidents like Harry Tru-
man and preachers like Roger Williams and
Billy Graham, a man who has played such
an important role in nurturing my faith.

Baptists have had an extraordinary influ-
ence on American history. They were
among the earliest champions of religious
tolerance and freedom. Baptists have long
upheld the ideal of a free church in a free
state. And from the beginning, they be-
lieved that forcing a person to worship
against his will violated the principles of
both Christianity and civility.

What I found interesting is, the Baptist
form of church government was a model
of democracy even before the founding of
America. And Baptists understood the deep
truth of what Reverend Martin Luther
King, Jr., said: “The church is not the mas-
ter or the servant of the state but rather
the conscience of the state.”

Since the earliest days of our Republic,
Baptists have been guardians of the separa-
tion of church and state, preserving the
integrity of both. Yet, you have never be-
lieved in separating religious faith from po-
litical life. Baptists believe as America’s
Founders did, that religious faith is the
moral anchor of American life.

Throughout history, people of faith have
often been our Nation’s voice of con-
science. We all know that men and women
can be good without faith, and we also
know that faith is an incredibly important
source of goodness in our country.

True faith is never isolated from the rest
of life, and faith without works is dead.
Our democratic Government is one way to
promote social justice and the common
good, which is why the Southern Baptist
Convention has become a powerful voice
for some of the great issues of our time.

You and I share common commitments.
We believe in fostering a culture of life
and that marriage and family are sacred
institutions that should be preserved and
strengthened. We believe that a life is a

creation, not a commodity, and that our
children are gifts to be loved and protected,
not products to be designed and manufac-
tured by human cloning.

We believe that protecting human dignity
and promoting human rights should be at
the center of America’s foreign policy. We
believe that our Government should view
the good people who work in faith-based
charities as partners, not rivals. We believe
that the days of discriminating against reli-
gious institutions simply because they are
religious must come to an end.

Faith teaches us to respect those with
whom we disagree. It teaches us to tolerate
one another, and it teaches us that the
proper way to treat human beings created
in the divine image is with civility. Yet,
you also know that civility does not require
us to abandon deeply held beliefs. Civility
and firm resolve can live easily with one
another.

Faith teaches us that God has a special
concern for the poor and that faith proves
itself through actions and sacrifice, through
acts of kindness and caring for those in
need. For some people, Jesus’ admonition
to care “for the least of these” is an admi-
rable moral teaching; for many Baptists, it
is a way of life.

Faith is also a source of comfort during
times of grief. We saw this in the aftermath
of the attacks on September the 11th. Mil-
lions of Americans turned to prayer for wis-
dom and resolve, for compassion and cour-
age, and for grace and mercy. And in these
moments of prayer, we are reminded of
important truths, that suffering is tem-
porary, that hope is eternal, and that the
ruthless will not inherit the earth. Our faith
teaches us that while weeping may endure
for a night, joy comes in the morning. And
while faith will not make our path easy,
it will give us strength for the journey
ahead.

Many of you have prayed for my family
and me. We have felt sustained and up-
lifted by your prayers. Laura and I are in-
credibly grateful to you for those prayers.
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We consider your prayers to be a most
precious gift.

I want to thank you all for your good
works. You're believers, and you're patriots,
faithful followers of God and good citizens
of America. And one day, I believe that
it will be said of you, “Well done, good
and faithful servants.”

May God bless you all, and may God
continue to bless America.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m.
from Room 459 of the Dwight D. Eisen-
hower Executive Office Building to the
meeting in St. Louis, MO. In his remarks,
he referred to James Merritt, president,
Southern Baptist Convention.
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Thank you very much. Please be seated.
Thanks for that great Missouri welcome.
I'm honored to be back here, to talk about
how we’re doing and what were doing to
make sure that America is safe and secure
and America’s a promising place for every-
body who lives here.

I'm traveling in pretty good company
today. I've asked—I had asked two of my
Governors friends to join me in Wash-
ington, DC, to serve our Nation. And
thankfully, they both agreed. First, the
former Governor of New Jersey, now the
Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, a fine lady, a person doing
an excellent job on behalf of all America,
Christie Todd Whitman. And the former
Governor of Pennsylvania, a man who, right
after the attacks on our country, agreed
to leave his job and come and serve as
the adviser on homeland security, the first
such adviser, a guy who has worked endless
hours to make sure America is as safe as
can possibly be, and that's my friend Tom
Ridge.

I want to thank Members of the United
States Congress who are here today, some
of whom flew down on Air Force One.
I'm not suggesting they like a free flight.
[Laughter] But it was good to have them
on the plane: Senator Kit Bond, from the
State of Missouri—where are you, Kit—
thank you. Congressman from this area,

960

Sam Graves—Sam, thank you for being
here. [Applause] Sounds like Sam has got
a lot of his cousins here. [Laughter] Kenny
Hulshof as well, from the State of Mis-
souri—Kenny, thank you for being here.
I appreciate it.

The next fellow’s not from this area, al-
though he claims he was born in Kansas
City. He’s a Congressman from California,
chairman of the Rules Committee, David
Dreier. Thank you for coming, David.
Former Congressman Jim Talent has joined
us today. I'm glad you're here, Jim. Thank
you for coming. And the mayor of Kansas
City, Madam Mayor Kay Barnes, is here.
Thank you for coming, Madam Mayor. I'm
honored you're here.

I also want to thank the school officials.
Mr. Principal, thank you for opening up
this beautiful high school. I appreciate you
giving us a chance to come by and share
some thoughts with my fellow citizens.

You know, I don’t know what went
through the minds of the enemy when they
hit us. I can’t imagine what they were
thinking; what kind of thought process did
they have? I guess they thought America
was so materialistic and so self-absorbed
and so selfish that all we would do after
the attack was maybe file a lawsuit or two.
They didn’t understand that we love free-
dom, and if somebody tries to take our
freedoms away or if somebody tries to
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