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in a child’s life, and know that our national
goal must be to find a loving family for
every child that needs one.

Sadly, a great American and a strong ad-
vocate for adoption and stable families
passed away this week. Dave Thomas was
best known as the founder of Wendy’s Res-
taurants. But people who devote their lives
to helping children know that Dave Thomas
shared their commitment. As a child who
was adopted, Dave once said, “T feel
strongly that all children deserve a secure
and loving family.” His own family provided
the foundation that allowed him and en-
couraged him to become one of America’s
most successful entrepreneurs and one of
America’s most familiar faces.

Dave’s vision of America was one in
which all children would be a part of a

loving family, so they could grow into
healthy and happy and successful adults.
This bill that I'm fixing to sign will bring
us closer to his vision.

And now I'd like the Members of the
Congress and Secretary Thompson to join
me as I sign the “Promoting Safe and Sta-
ble Families” legislation.

[At this point, the President signed the bill.]

Thank you all for coming.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:22 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Secretary of Health
and Human Services Tommy G. Thompson.
H.R. 2873, approved January 17, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107-133.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With the President’s Council on Bioethics

January 17, 2002

The President. It’s nice to see everybody.

Participant. We're very pleased to be
here.

The President. Tm glad youre here.
First, let me just say a couple of comments.
One, I think—let me thank Leon for taking
on the assignment. I appreciate so very
much Leon’s counsel early on in my admin-
istration about how to deal with some very
important issues. And then, obviously, I
made the decision to put together a coun-
cil, and I want to thank you all for serving.

I just told NBC News in there that I
really think you can help be the conscience
of the country, to help us understand some
really, really difficult issues that face Amer-
ica and will really face us as we go down
the road, and what a vital, vital contribution
that you're going to make. It'll help people
like me understand what the terms mean
and how to come to grips with how medi-
cine and science interface with the dignity

of—the issue of life and the dignity of life

and the notion that life is—you know, that
there is a Creator.

This is, I think, one of these historic
moments for our country, as we come to
grips with a new world and how to deal
with the new world. And I hope you take
this—I know you take this seriously, and
I just want to assure you I take it seriously
and so does this administration. We all have
consciences, and we wrestle with very
tough issues. And there’s no easy answer
to some of the issues. It’s hard to look
at a parent of a child who’s dying and be-
lieves if you take life, it will save a life.
I mean, these are tough, tough issues to
confront.

And I've confronted one already, and
there will be others. And I look forward
to your advice and counsel, and so does
the Nation. It’s not just me, it’s the country
that’s going to count on you to really think
through what we face.
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And not only that, it will serve the world,
because we’re now in a unique position.
I don’t want to be megalomaniac about my
views, but we're leading—we’re leading on
a lot of fronts. And this is another front
in which this country can lead, because I
can assure you that other leaders are look-
ing at it. I've talked to them, and they
don’t know what to do. Theyre wrestling
with decisions, and when America makes
up her mind to do something, a lot of
people listen. So this is a huge forum.

So thanks for taking it on. And I want
to thank Leon for his leadership. And I
want to thank Tommy for being here—
and Dr. Marburger. And T'll be glad to
listen, answer questions. I'm not sure what
we ought to do, Leon, but first you ought
to say something.

[At this point, Council Chair Leon R. Kass,
M.D., made brief remarks.]

The President. Let me say two other
things, and then I will listen. One, you

need to monitor the stem cell issue. That
was the charge I gave on national TV that
day, and I forgot to mention that. And the
other thing is that I have spoken clearly
on cloning. I just don’t think it’s right. On
the other hand, there is going to be a lot
of nuance and subtlety to the issue, I pre-
sume. And I think this is very important
for you all to help the Nation understand
what this means.

And with that, I'd be glad to hear folks.
Mr. Carter.

NoTE: The President spoke at 3:55 p.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to Health and
Human Services Secretary Tommy G.
Thompson; Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy Director John H. Marburger
III; and Council member Stephen Carter.
The transcript released by the Office of the
Press Secretary also included the remarks of
Dr. Kass. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the Extension
of Normal Trade Relations Status for Certain Former Eastern Bloc States

January 18, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On September 21, 1994, President Clin-
ton determined and reported to the Con-
gress that the Russian Federation was not
in violation of paragraphs (1), (2), or (3)
of subsection 402(a) of the Trade Act of
1974, or paragraphs (1), (2), or (3) of sub-
section 409(a) of that Act. On June 3, 1997,
he also determined and reported to the
Congress that Armenia, Azerbaijan, Geor-
gia, Moldova, and Ukraine were not in vio-
lation of the same provisions, and made
an identical determination on December 5,
1997,  with  respect to  Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and
Uzbekistan. These actions allowed for the
continuation of normal trade relations for
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these countries and certain other activities
without the requirement of an annual waiv-
er.

On June 29, 2000, pursuant to section
302(b) of Public Law 106-200, President
Clinton determined that title IV of the
1974 Trade Act should no longer apply to
Kyrgyzstan, and on December 29, 2000,
pursuant to section 3002 of Public Law
106-476, he determined that title IV of
the 1974 Trade Act should no longer apply
to Georgia.

As required by law, I am submitting an
updated report to the Congress concerning
the emigration laws and policies of Arme-
nia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Moldova, the
Russian Federation, Tajikistan,
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